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PUBLIC  MEETING 

ON 

DRAFT  ENVIRONMENTAL  IMPACT  STATEMENT ON PROPOSED 

OCS LEASE  SALE 60 (LOWER COOK INLET/SHELIKOF STRAIT) 

The above-c i ted   hea r ing  was h e l d  i n  the  Elks  Lodge, Homer, A laska,  

on  October 14, 1980. 

The h e a r i n g  was conducted  by Ms. Esther  Wunnicke,  Manager,  Alaska 

OCS Off ice,  Anchorage,  Alaska. 
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_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ - -  C E R T I F I C A T E  

THIS IS TO CERTIFY: 

T h a t  the  Public  Hearing  in  the matter o f :  

DRAFT  ENVIRONMENTAL  IMPACT  STATEMENT ON 

PROPOSED  OCS  LEASE  SALE 60 (LOWER  COOK  INLET/ 

SHELIKOF  STRAIT) 

was held  as  herein  appears and  t h a t   t h i s   i s   t h e  

or iginal   verbat im  t ranscr ipt   thereof .  

THE  WORKSHOP 
/ -. 
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SHELF  OFFICE 

OFFICE  OF OCS COORDINATION,  WASHINGTON 
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LAND  AND WATER RESOURCES, WASHINGTON DC 
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U.S. GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 

DEPUTY  ASSISTANT  SECRETARY FOR ENERGY 
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I P R O C E E D I N G S  
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- - - _ _ _ _ _ - - _  
MR. JOE JONES: O r d i n a r i l y   a t   t h i s   t i m e ,   t h e   m e e t i n g  will be  opened  and 

chaired  by  Mrs.  Esther  ir iunnicke, who i s   t h e  OCS Manager f o r  BLM f o r   A l a s k a .  

~ Due t o   t h e  head  winds  and f u r t h e r   o t h e r   i n t e r r u p t i o n s   o n   t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,   p a r t  

o f   o u r   p a n e l ,   i n c l u d i n g   M r s .  Wunnicke, h a v e n ' t   a r r i v e d   a t   t h i s   t i m e .  We have 

1 a v e r y   f u l l  Agenda and we feel  t h a t  we must s t a r t   t h e   p r o c e e d i n g s  so t h a t  we 
a 

c a n   c o n t i n u e   r i g h t  on th rough .   Pa r t   o f   ou r   pane l   mus t   be  i n  Kodiak  tomorrow, 

~ so  we must move r i g h t   a l o n g   o n   o u r   t e s t i m o n y   t o d a y .  We have a f u l l  Agenda, an' 

we must  ask  each o f   y o u  who g i v e s   t e s t i m o n y   t o d a y   t o  limit y o u r s e l f   t o   t h e  

1 0 - m i n u t e   p e r i o d   t h a t  was a l l o t t e d   t o   y o u .  So a t   t h i s   t i m e ,  I would l i k e   t o  

i n t r o d u c e   t h e   f o u r  members o f   t h e   p a n e l   t h a t   a r e   h e r e .  We have Mr. David Page 

on my l e f t ,  who i s  t h e   S e c r e t a r y   o f   S t a f f   o f   t h e   S e c r e t a r y ' s   O f f i c e   o f  Energy 

and Minergy  Resources. On my r i g h t  we have  Chr is Ones f r o m   t h e   O f f i c e   o f  OCS 

Coondinat ion and we have t o  my r i g h t ,   P a t r i c i a   H a r v e y ,  who i s  o n   t h e   s t a f f   o f  

t h e   S e c r e t a r y   f o r  Land  and  Water  Resoures.  There  are  three  more members o f   t h e  

panel t o  be   he re   ve ry   sho r t l y .  A t  t h i s   t i m e ,  I would l i k e   t o  ask any members o 

the   pane l  i f  they  have any i n t r o d u c t o r y   r e m a r k s   t h a t   t h e y   w o u l d   l i k e   t o  make? 

(No response) As you know, t h i s   m e e t i n g  i s  t h e   e i g h t h   s t e p  i n  t h e   o r d i n a r y  

lease  sa le  procedure.   Step 8 i s   d e f i n e d  a s   " P u b l i c   H e a r i n g s . "   A f t e r   t h e   d r a f t  

E I S  i s   r e l e a s e d   t o   t h e   p u b l i c ,   a n d   t h a t ' s   w h a t  we have  here   w i th  us today,  i s  

Sa le  60, t h e  D r a f t  EIS f o r   t h i s   s a l e .   A f t e r  i t  i s   r e l e a s e d ,  we have p u b l i c  

h e a r i n g s   a t   w h i c h   t i m e   t h e   p u b l i c   i s   i n v i t e d   t o  make t h e i r  comments. The 

, comments a r e   c o n s i s t e n t - - c o n s i s t   o f   t e s t i m o n y   w h i c h   i s   g i v e n   t o   d i r e c t   t h e  

~ ccmments t o   t h i s  document.  Your comments can be r e c e i v e d ,   w r i t t e n  comments as 

we l l   as   o ra l   t es t imony .  We h a v e   a s k e d   t o d a y   t h a t   s i n c e   o u r   o f f i c i a l   C o u r t  

-5- 
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Reporter i s  n o t   h e r e   y e t   e i t h e r ,  we will have t o  a s k  you t o   p l e a s e   b r i n g  you 

w r i t t e n   t e s t i m o n y  and t u r n  i t  i.n t o  somebody here   f rom  the  BLM o f f i ce   up   he re  

a t  the   f ron t   pod ium.  I ' m  sure  when Mrs .  Wunnicke  gets  here, she will have a 

b e t t e r   p r e p a r e d   i n t r o d u c t o r y   s p e e c h   t h a t  she  has g i v e n   t o   t h i s   g r o u p   h e r e ,  

I t h i n k ,  and i n  Kodiak  severa l   t imes.  She will e x p l a i n  more i n   d e t a i l   t h e  OC 

l eas ing   p rocedure .   Su f f i ce  i t  i s  t o  say t h a t  BLM has--Bureau o f  Land 

Management, t h e  OCS has t h e   r e s p o n s i b i l i t y   o f   c a r r y i n g   o u t   t h e   S e c r e t a r y ' s  

mandate t o   h o l d   o i l  and  gas l e a s i n g  on t h e  OCS lands .  The o r g a n i z a t i o n   t h a t  

I represent ,   Geologica l   Survey,   has  the  regulatory   and  enforcement   responsib i  

f o r   t h e  OCS. We a l s o   a c t  as a n   a d v i s o r y   c a p a c i t y   t o   t h e   B u r e a u   o f  Land 

Management. W i th   no   f u r the r   ad ieu ,  I will c a l l  on t h e  first person  on  the 

Agenda t o   t e s t i f y   t o d a y ,  and he i s  Ken Bloom o f   t h e  Kachemak Bay Conserva t io r  

Soc ie ty .  

3 

MR. KEN BLOOM: Members o f   t h e   p a n e l  and m iss ing  members. My name i s  

Kenton  Bloom. My tes t imony i s   t h e   o f f i c i a l   s t a t e m e n t   f o r   t h e  Kachemak Bay 

C o n s e r v a t i o n   S o c i e t y .   T h i s   t e s t i m o n y   r e l a t e s   t o   t h e   p r o p o s e d   o i l   a d  gas leas 

sa le  No.60 i n   t h e  Lower Cook I n l e t  and S h e l i k o f  S t r a i t .  I wish  I cou ld   be -  

l i e v e   t h e   p u b l i c   p a r t i c i p a t i o n   i n   t h e  OCS l eas ing   p rocess  i s  an i m p o r t a n t  

c o n t r i b u t i o n   t o   t h e   I n t e r i o r   S e c r e t a r y  when he weighs  the  economic  advantages 

o f   t h e   s a l e   v e r s u s   t h e   e n v i r o n m e n t a l ,   s o c i a l  and  economic  impacts o f  o f fshore 

l eas ing .  A b r i e f   r e v i e w  o f  p a s t   r e s p o n s i v e n e s s   o f   t h e   S e c r e t a r y   o f   t h e  

I n t e r i o r   a l l o w s   l i t t l e  room f o r  such  hope. A t  what p o i n t  does the   deg rada t i c  

o f   our   env i ronment  and o u r   l i v e s   o u t w e i g h   t h e   c a t e r i n g   t o   t h i s   n a t i o n ' s  

i n s a t i a b l e   t h r i s t i n g   f o r   o i l ?  

The D r a f t  Environmental   Impact  Statement  postualates:   11  major o i l  
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oil   spi l ls   wi l l   occur   during  tne  expected 26 y e a r   l i f e  o f  t h i s  a n d  other  

OCS l eases   i n   t h i s   a r ea .   Sp i l l s  t h a t  in  the  past have average 2,000 barrels  

each. The report pro jec ts  a 98% chance of a t  l e a s t  one s p i l l  of t h i s  magnituc 

will  occur. During  any  given s p i l l ,   t h e r e   i s  a 94% chance  of  oil  will reach 

the  shorel ine  within 10 days when i t   i s  a t  i t s   h ighes t   l eve l   o f   tox ic i ty .  The 

history of o i l   s p i l l s  show t h a t  each  will   affect  an  area o f  25 - 150 miles of 

coas t l ine .  The o i l   w i l l   pe r s i s t   i n  most areas of the coas t l ine ,   espec ia l ly  

mudflats, s a l t  marshes, sheltered  rocky  headlands, and gravel beaches  for  ten 

years or longer.  Eleven  major s p i l l s .  

9 

Marine biota ,   f ish,   waterfowl,   marine mama1 populations of every 

species are subject   to   the  high  levels  of tox ic i ty   in  the l ike ly   event  of a 

major o i l   s p i l l .   T h i s   w i l l  l ead  t o  large  reductions  in  populations throughou. 

the  food  chain,  raising  the  spectrum of fur ther   ca tas t rophic   dec l ines   in  

population from a complete  degeneration of the  ecosystem. 

This  scenario bodes i l l   f o r  a local   f ishing  industry t h a t  harvests  over 

60 mill ion  dollars  worth of marine  products a year .  Local subsis tence and  

sport users would be impacted dras t ica l ly ,   a f fec t ing   thousands  of residents 

and v i s i t o r s   a l i k e   f o r   y e a r s  t o  come. Fifty  percent o f  our   local  work force 

i s  engaged i n   f i s h e r i e s  a n d  t he i r   r e l a t ed   ac t iv i t i e s .   Twen ty - f ive   t o   t h r i t y -  

three  percent   are  working in   jobs t h a t  are   tourism  re la ted.  

I t  i s   appa ren t  t o  everyone t h a t  the  technology  for  containing and clean 

up  oi lspi l ls   i s   woeful ly   inadequate ,   especial ly   in  a n  area of generally 

inclement weather which often becomes dangerously  violent.  

I t   i s   n o t   c l e a r  t h a t  the devastating  impacts  from the proposed s a l e  t o  

our  environs and  a l l   t h e   r i c h  and  v a r i e d   l i f e   w i t h i n   i s   f a r   p a s t  being a 
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reasonable r i s t  and D O ! . O ~ , Y I ~ , ;  0 1  .nsani ry .   Groups wno d iscourage  tne  s a # +  

i nc lude   such   d i ve rse   o rga r : . : zs i? ,  !. a i  t n e  U . S .  Coast  Guard,  tne  Alaska Oi, 

and Gas Associar ion.  tfl? :<.i:lL): ' 'icl.;rie F i she r ies   Se rv i ce ,   t he   Kod iak   I j i and  ~ 

3 ,  

4 

51  

1 Sorough,  and  even v a r i o u s  o i l  L L ~ ~ ! I ~ ~ .  

You will near   peopie tt,ti;:. clur ing t h e s e   h e a r i n p s   t h a t  wili supoort  t n e :  

6 i  
i sa le .   peop le  wno suppol-r : , : t  r i z l n e f i t s   t h a t   o i  1 development i n  i o v e  

Cook I n l e t  and S h e l i k o f  Sri V T .  ~ . .. . . ! n t o   o u r   l i v e s .  Those wno :peai 

i i n  f a v o r   o f   t h l s   s a l e ,   w h e t n e r  p o i i c : t c c l ~ ! ,  3 r  economica l l y   mot iva ted ,  wi:: 
i :I 

i f 

3 

7 
. , )  ,. 

~ 

P ! ~ -  >r,q 
c I !  . - . t r i e  w o n d e r f u l   b e n e f i t s  we s h a l l   r e a p .  They will ment ion   the  
. .  

' . ' - ' I  iz. ir lq i n f l u e n c e   p e t r o - d o l l a r s  will b r i n g   t o   o u r   l o c a l  economy. Tney 

, . , 1 ... o f  more   j obs   f o r   t he   commun i t y   and   i nc reased   oppor tun i t y   f o r   ou r  

:I~.~. I; a 3 p n r t u n i s t s  who seek  notn?n,- b , : -  personal  g d i n  fror:! O . C . S .  

t j  b l ~ 3 r . ~ '  ~; ,:lid t he i r   deve iopwr , : .  

- ,  . , >  '. :"\e Y ( ' . , L ~ \  ,. 5-c i . l i  . 'w*:i8 are  aeeply  concerced,  concerned f31 

t h i s  a : ~  ..nc .?E w o n d e r f b i ' , '  I l::rl i i t , -  dnc: beauty  i t  ho lds ,  people wtNc are 

deep ly   conce rned   abou t   t he   f u tu , -e   qua l i t y   o f   ou r   env i ronmen t ,   t he   qua l i t y  o f  

o u r   l i v e s  and o u r   c h i l d r e n s '   l i v e s .  

The Kenai   Peninsula  Borough  Basel ine  Study  of   1977 shows t h a t  82.6;- 

a f  Homer 's   popu la t ion   fee l   tha t   aes the t ic   va lues ,   smal l   town  a tmosphere ,  and 

t h e   g e n e r a l   l i f e s t y l e   o f   t h e   a r e a   a r e   t h e   m o s t   v a l u e d   q u a l i t i e s   o f   l i v i n o   i n  

Homer. Job a v a i l a b i l i t y  was mentioned f i r s t  as a q u a l i t y   v a l u e d   b y   o n l y  1 . 4 X ,  

The s t u d y   f u r t h e r   s t a t e s   t h a t  69.9% w o u l d   p r e f e r  new j o b s  added s l o w l y ,  

compared t o  11.4% f a v o r i n g   r a p i d   a d d i t i o n s   o f   j o b s .   O n l y  27.7% i n d i c a t e d  the! 

would  encourage  development o f   supp ly   bases  in Homer f o r  O . C . S .  r e l a t e d  
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1 

c t i v i t e s .  The D r a f t  Env i ronmenta l   Impact   Statement   s ta tes  that  few o r  none 

I f  t h e   o i l - r e l a t e d   j o b s  will go t o   l o c a l   r e s i d e n t s .  

As a r e s u l t   o f   t h i s   a c t i o n   p r o p o s e d   b y   t h e   D e p a r t m e n t ,  we have 

l i v i s i v e n e s s   i n  our  comnun i t y - -d i v i s i veness   t ha t   l eaves  us weakened f o r   l a c k  

i f  a un i f i ed   vo i ce   t h roughou t   t he   commun i t y .   Th i s   d i v i s i veness   i s   encouraged  

~y those who encourage o i l  development. I w o u l d   s u g g e s t   t h a t   y o u   r e s i s t   t h e  
3 

:emptation t o   i g n o r e   p o p u l a r   o p i n i o n ,   r e s i s t   t h e   t e m p t a t i o n  t o  fo rsake   t he  

, o i c e   t h a t  speak o u t   p r o t e c t i n g   J n d   n u r t u r i n g   t h e   l i f e  and e n v i r o n s   w i t h i n  

rhich we a l l  l i v e .  

For   the  past   few weeks, Kachemak Bay r e s i d e n t s  have  been s i g n i n g  a 

l e t i t i o n   t h a t   s t a t e s  "We the   unders igned  c i t i zens   oppose  the   A laska OCS 

l i l  and  gas l e a s e   s a l e  number 60 and o t h e r   r e l a t e d   o i l   d e v e l o p m e n t   i n   t h e   l o w (  

Zook I n l e s  and S h e l i k o f  S t r a i t s . "  I n  a v e r y   s h o r t   t i m e ,  we have ga thered 

, i g n a t u r e s   o f   n e a r l y  400 people who want no p a r t   o f   o i l  development i n  t h e i r  

ives,   people who cons ide r  an i r r e t r i v e a b l e   l o s s   o f   l i f e s t y l e  and q u a l i t y   o f  

i f e   c o m p l e t e l y   u n a c c e p t a b l e .   I n   v i e w   o f   t h e   h u g e   r i s k s  and l o s s e s   t h a t  will 

lccompany o i l  development, i n  v i e w   o f   t h e   o v e r w h e l m i n g   m a j o r i t y   o f   p e o p l e   t h a i  

;peak a g a i n s t   o i l   d e v e l o p m e n t   i n   t h e   l o w e r  Cook I n l e t  and S h e l i k o f  S t r a i t ,  

:he  Kachemak Bay C o n s e r v a t i o n   S o c i e t y   c a l l s  upon t h e   S e c r e t a r y   o f   t h e   I n t e r i o l  

:o c a n c e l   t h i s  sale ,  t o   i n i t i a t e  condemnat ion   p roceed ings   aga ins t   ex is t ing  

eases  and d e c l a r e   l o w e r  Cook I n l e t  and S h e l i k o f  S t r a i t s  resources  too  valuab'  

:o ever  r i s k  o i l  development  here  again.  

P l e a s e   r e a l i z e   t h a t   p e o p l e   t h r e a t e n e d   w i t h   t h e  loss o f   l i f e s t y l e  and 

l u a l i t y   o f   l i f e  we so much l o v e ,  will o n l y  become i n c r e a s i n g l y   d e f e n s i v e   o f  

:he l o s s   o f   t h i s   l i f e .  Our r e s o l v e  and s t r e n g t h  and  purpose i n   p r e v e n t i n g   t h .  
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loss   wil l   only  sol idify and  grow. We wil l  t ake  whatever steps  necessary 

to  discourage a n d  disallow the s i t ing ,   supply ,   s torage   o r   s tag ing  of o i l  

r e l a t e d   a c t i v i t i e s  on the lower Kenai Peninsula.  Please  inform  the  Secretary 

of t he   In t e r io r  t h a t  a l o n g  and most l i k e l y   b i t t e r   f i g h t  has been joined,  

and t h a t  we wi l l   f i gh t  every s t ep  and  s tage  of o i l  development  in t h i s   a r e a ,  

6 t h a t  we are s t rong  for  we are   f igh t ing   for   our   l ives .  T h a n k  you. 
7 

7 

MS. VIRGINIA DE VRIES: I have  read the Draft  Environmental  Impact 8 

MR. JONES: T h a n k  you, Mr. Bloom. T h a t  was very  well p u t .  

9 

destroying  the  ent i re   populat ion of 2 t o  4,000 animals t h a t  ex is t   here  t o d a y .  3 

su f fe r  most  from t h e   o i l   s p i l l ,   w i t h  a major s p i l l  being  capable of  completel, , 2  

( l a s t  p a r a g r a p h  from the bottom)  one  f inds  this  quote:  "The s e a   o t t e r  could 1 

#60. On page two of  the sumnary shee t  t h a t  precedes the impact  statement , O  

Statement  for Lower  Cook In l e t  She l iko f   S t r a i t ,  Oil a n d  Gas Lease  Sale 

The problem  with  endangering  the sea o t t e r   i s  t h a t  they have been linked t o  

the overall   productivity  of the o the r   spec i i e s  which are   important   to   the 

6 economy of Homer. I n  another  sect ion  of   the Impact Statement,  Graphic 1 1116 

, Biological  Characterist ics 1 ,  Vulnerable  Coast, one f ind  this   s ta tement:  

"Evidence  from California a n d  the  Aleut ion  Is lands  indicates   that   the   sea 

o t t e r   i s  the key species   in   determining  the  s t ructure  of near  shore communiti 

0 

'1 

2 

' 3  

4 

5 

I n  areas  with  dense  sea  otter  populations,   urchins,   l impets,  and  chi tons  are  

reduced to  sparse  populations of  small  individuals:  Macroalgae  flourish, 

providing  food and  s h e l t e r   f o r  a variety  of  organism,  especially  crustceans; 

wave explosure   i s   reduced ,   s i l t a t ion   increases  a n d  overa l l   p roduct iv i ty   i s  

high. I n  cont rac t ,   s imi la r   a reas   wi th  few or no sea o t t e r s  have  dense 

populations of large  herbivores;  macroalgae  are  severaly overgrazed; b a r  

-9- 

the workshop 



1 

1 

t 

E 

I 

1( 

1 1  

1; 

1: 

I' 

I! 

11 

1' 

11 

l! 

21 

2 :  

2 

2 

2 

2 

rocky subs t ra tes   a re   explosed   to  wave ac t ion ;  a n d  overa l l   p roduct iv i ty   i s  

3 

I 

On page 37 - 38  of  the  Environmental  Impact  Statement  under the heading 

of "Summary of Probable  Impacts" one reads:  "Within a 10-day transport perioc 

o i l   s p i l l s  have a 94 percent  chance of  impacting  coastal  habitats due t o  the 

expanse of re la t ively  c lose  shorel ines   surrounding  the  lease  sale   areas .  

Although species  Rould be variously  effected  intert idal   dwelling  species  such 

) 

> 

1 

3 11 as  the r a m  clam,  could be destroyed  outright or ta in ted   for  a period o f  u p  

3 

1 

t o  1 year.  I' 

On page 3 8 ,  the study  goes on t o  say,  "Major  impacts (25 -75% morta l i ty  

1 

1 

3 

of a bird  species  population) from spil l   incidents  could  occur.  . .'I The stul 

goes on t o  say ,  "Some vulnerable  bird  species  indicated  in  the  impact 

discussion  could  take  as  long as 50 years t o  recover from a s ing le  50 percent 

mortali ty  event." We d o n ' t  want to  destroy 25 - 75%  of  any  of our   b i rds ,  a n d  

I wonder i f   the  b a l d  eagles and  peregrin  falcons  are  included under the  evasi  

term "some vulnerable   bird  species?"  On graphic  10,  the  study  says  that  thes 

two coastal   birds are wi th in   the   sa le   a rea .  "The b a l d  e a g l e   i s  a breeeding, 

year-round  resident  along the coast  of  lower Cook I n l e t  a n d  She l ikof   S t ra i t . "  

Graphic 12  IIIB-5  mentions  there  are 1 7  whale species which occur 

3 

1 

2 

3 

in  the proposed s a l e  area. Seven of these  species and  the  Aleutian Canada 

Goose found within the a rea   a r e   l i s t ed  as endangered species   in   the Federal 

Register  (Vol. 44, NO. 1 2 ) .  These  endangered  species are suppose t o  be 

protected  under  such  acts as the Marine Mammal Protection Act of  1972. 

On page 38 of the Draft  Environmental  Impact  Statement, one reads:  

4 1 1  "Groundfish,  haibut, a n d  other  populations  of  dermersal  fish  species may be 
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r e d u c e d   b y   t h e   e f f e c t s   o f   o i l   s p i l l s   t o  some o the r   unquan t i f i ab le   amoun t . "  

The words " u n q u a n t i f i a b l e "   t r o u b l e s  me g r e a t l y .  

Clams and h a l i b u t   a r e   i m p o r t a n t   t o   t h e   c o m m u n i t y .  On g r a p h i c   1 5   I I I C 4  

under  Recreation  Resources,  Kenai  Peninsula,  the  study  states: " A t  C l a m  Gulch 

over 3,000 clamdiggers  have  been  observed on the  beach  dur ing one sp r ing   l ow  

t i d e .  More than 500 parked  cars  have  been  counted i n   t h e  immediate v i c i n i t y  

a t  one t ime . "  

Braph ic  5 IIIB 2 Spor t  and  Commercial F i s h i n g   s t a t e s :   " I n  1978, t h e  

e s t i m a t e d   s p o r t   c a t c h   o f   h a l i b u t   i n  Cook I n l e t   f r o m  May 15 t o  August 31 was 

300,000 pounds o r  1 4   p e r c e n t   o f   t h e   c o m e r c i a l   l a n d i n g s   o f  2,208,000 pounds." 

So f a r  I have  expressed  concern f o r   t h e  sea o t t e r s  and the   c rus tceans  w t  

abundance i s  l i n k e d   t o   t h e  sea o t t e r s ,   f o r   t h e   c l a m s ,   t h e   h a l i b u t ,   t h e   w h a l e s  

and b i r d s   t o   m e n t i o n   o n l y  a few o f   t h e   c r e a t u r e s   f o r  whom danger  has  been 

s p e l l e d   o u t   i n   t h e   s t u d y .  

I am concerned  about  the  areas  where l i t t l e   i n f o r m a t i o n   i s   a v a i l a b l e  a s  

w e l l .   I n   t h e   E n v i r o n m e n t a l   G e o l o g y   s e c t i o n   o f   t h e  maps prov ided  by OCS 

I f ound   t he   s ta temen t :   "S tud ies   o f   t he  U.S. Geological   Survey on t h e  

environmental  geology o f   S h e l i k o f  S t r a i t  have n o t   y e t  been p u b l i s h e d  a t  t h i s  

t ime."  How can  anyone  okay  an o i l   l e a s e   a b o u t   s u c h  an e n v i r o n m e n t a l l y   s e n s i t '  

area when so much i s  unknown about   the   geo logy? 

Graphic I 1   s t a t e s ,   " T h e r e  have  been  no s t u d i e s  on d:ce hazards t o  

s t r u c t u r e s   o r   o i l   t r a n s p o r t   b y   i c e   i n   t h e   l o w e r  Cook I n l e t .   A l s o ,  damage t o  

v e s s e l s   o r   s t r u c t u r e s   c o u l d   o c c u r  i f  c o l l i s i o n s   w e r e  made w i t h  sea i c e   o f   t h e  

s i z e   r e p o r t e d .  " 

Under  Spray I c e   i n   t h e  same sec t i on   t he   s tudy   s ta tes :   "A l so ,   dangerous  
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Stresses can occur t o  o i l   d r i l l i n g   s h i p s  a n d  other   s ta t ionary  platforms" The 

s tudy  goes on t o  say t h a t  ". . .vessels  in  Shelikof  Strait   might  !f ind i t  

d i f f icu l t   to   avoid   i c ing   s ince  many of the bays would conta in   shore   l ine   i ce ,  

and  ready  access   to   shel ter  may not be ava i lab le ."  

One could  spend  hours  reading a l l  the  sentences  in the  b r a f t  

Environmental  Impact Statement which s t a t e   t he re   a r e  no s t u d i e s ,  no datas 

ava i lab le ,  i t   i s  thought ,   possible   effect   might  be, e t  c e t e r a .  e t  ce t e ra .  

There i s n ' t  time  in 10 minues t o  discuss a l l  the socioecnomic  impacts 

t h a t  the l ease   s a l e  would b r ing   t o  Homer. I would l i ke   t o   sha re   t h ree  

quotes from the  OCS Development Kenai Peninsula  Baseline S t u d y ,  1977: 

On page 1-1  one reads: "A rate of 15 - 20 percent  population growth 

seems to   cause breakdown in  local  and r eg iona l   i n s t i t u t ions . "  

On page 1-17 ,  "The extent of the nightmare  will,   of  course, depend 

primarily on the  rate and  level  of  development  industry  decides on."  

Fina l ly ,  on 2-17, "The a b i l i t y  of Homer t o  determine and  influence  the 

type o f  land-use  will  never be greater and  wil l   rapidly  diminish  i f  the pace 

of  development increases  a s  a r e s u l t  o f  OCS a c t i v i t y  i n  lower Cook' I n l e t . "  

I f  we don ' t   a l low the proposed o i l  a n d  gas leases,  I 'm  convinced t h a t  

we can avoid  the  bl ight  and  d i sa s t e r   o f   a r eas   l i ke  North  Kenai. We l ive   in  

one of the most beaut i ful  and  f e r t i l e   c o a s t a l  areas in the world. Our 

independence in   the  qual i ty   of  our  l i f e s t y l e s  depend on p r o t e c t i n g   i t .  Let 

us not  exchange th i s   her i tage   for   the   cur rency  of o i l .  Once i t   i s  gone, i t  

cannot be regained. Thank  you. 

M R .  JONES: T h a n k  you, Ms. De Vries.  The panel  from  time t o  time may 

wish t o  ask questions o f  those  people  giving  testimony  in a n  e f f o r t  t o  
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poss ib ly   c la r i fy  Some of the  testimony  or t o  bring  out some point t h a t  i s  not, 

qu i t e   c l ea r .  A t  th i s   t ime,  I would l i k e  t o  turn the  meeting  over  the  the 

regular chairman, Mrs. Esther Wunnicke. 

MRS. ESTHER WUNNICKE. T h a n k  you, Mr. Jones. We real ly   appreciate   the 

f a c t  t h a t  you went ahead. T h e  plane was a l i t t l e   b i t   i n   a r r i v i n g .  T h a n k  you 

a l l  f o r  coming. As Mr. Jones  has  probably  already  indicated t o  you,  the 

purpose  of t h i s   hea r ing   i s   t o   r ece ive  comments on &e  Draft  Environmental 

Impact Statement  with  respect t o  proposed o i l  and  gas l e a s e   s a l e  n o .  60,  

lower Cook I n l e t  and She l iko f   S t r a i t .   I f  you are speaking from written  materi 

i t  will  be a benefit   to  our  Reporter who will  be t r ansc r ib ing   a l l  of  your 

remarks verbatum to  give  her  a  copy  of t h a t .  As you probably have noticed 

from the l i s t  of wi tnesses   t es t i fy ing ,  we have a heavy schedule ahead o f  us, 

and so I would appreciate  your  staying  within  the  t ime  allowed. I t  might heir 

us t o  somewhat i f ,  a h ,  i f  we do not   ind ica te  by a pause or   o ther  means o f  

our agreement or disagreement  with  the speaker. We are r i g h t  on schedule, 

Joe. T h a n k  you a l l  fo r  coming. The next  person  scheduled t o   t e s t i f y   i s  

Mr. David Hoopes from the Kodiak Island Borough, and  I know t h a t  Mr. Hoopes 

i s   a l so   s chedu led   t o   t e s t i fy   i n  Kodiak. I hope,  David, t h a t  you will  keep 

your  remarks somewhat b r i e f .  

MR.  DAVID HOOPES: Your wish i s  my command. 

MRS. WUNNICKE: T h a n k  you. 

M R .  DAVID HOOPES: Distinguished panel members, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

good afternoon. My name i s  David Hoopes. I am here today t o  represent the 

Kodiak Island Borough a s   t he i r  OCS consul tant  a n d  to   p resent  o ra l  testimony 

of behalf  of  the Borough. 
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Our  concern  has  never  been  whether o r   n o t   o f f s h o r e   o i l  developement 

will o c c u r   b u t   r a t h e r  when and under   wha t   cond i t i ons .   Con t rove rsy   ove r   o i l  

1 

Borough  residents  has  been t o  encourage a g r e a t e r   p u b l i c   v o i c e   i n  all mat te rs  ; 

Our ove ra l l   goa l   as   t he   gove rn ing   body   respons ib le   f o r   a l l   Kod iak   I s land  I 

development  on  the  Kodiak OCS stems  from a number o f   s p e c i f i c   c o n c e r n s .  

a f f e c t i n g   o u r   s h o r e l i n e s   a n d   a d j a c e n t   w a t e r s .   D u r i n g   o u r   r e v i e w   o f  BLM/OCS 
9 

r 

FOCI f o r   g e n e r a l   p u b l i c   c o n c e r n .  They are:   onshore  impacts ,   env i ronmenta l  I 

o i l  and  gas l e a s e   s a l e   p r o p o s a l s ,   t h r e e   s u b s t a n t i v e   i s s u e s  have  emerged  as 

o v e r s i m p l i f i c a t i o n   o f   t h e   i s s u e s   i n v o l v e d   b e c a u s e   e a c h   a r e a  o f  concern  over la  , 
e f f e c t s  and f i s h i n g   i n d u s t r y   c o n f l i c t s .  Even t h i s  breakdown  represents  an 1 

t o  a g r e a t   e x t e n t   t o   t h e   o t h e r s .  

! It was o u r   f i r s t   i n c l i n a t i o n ,   a f t e r   r e v i e w i n g   t h i s   D r a f t   E n v i r o n m e n t a l  

I 

D e l e t i o n   o f   t h e   S h e l i k o f  Strait b l o c k s   f r o m   t h e   p r o p o s a l   w o u l d   s i g n i f i c a n t l y  . > 

and e n v i r o n m e n t a l   v a l u e s   o f   p a r t i c u l a r   c o n c e r n   t o   K o d i a k   I s l a n d   r e s i d e n t s .  b 

T h i s   A l t e r n a t i v e   a p p e a r s   t o   o f f e r   s u b s t a n t i a l   r e d u c t i o n s  i n  r i s k   t o   r e s o u r c e s  , 
Impact   Statement , to   favor  some m o d i f i c a t i o n   o f  BLM's p r o p o s e d   A l t e r n a t i v e  IV. 

r e d u c e   t h e   r i s k s   o f   p o t e n t i a l   o i l   p o l l u t i o n ,   c u m u l a t i v e   d e v e l o p m e n t   i m p a c t s  , 
I and f i s h e r y   c o n f l i c t s   w i t h   r e g a r d   t o  a number o f  m a j o r   f i s h   a n d   s h e l l f i s h  

, resources.  Removal o f   t h e s e   b l o c k s   a l s o   g r e a t l y   r e d u c e   t h e   c u m u l a t i v e  impac 

, a s s o c i a t e d   w i t h   o f f s h o r e   o i l   d e v e l o p m e n t ,   e s p e c i a l l y   t h o s e   i m p a c t s   t h a t   m i g h t  

a f f e c t   m a r i n e   b i r d s .   D e l e t i o n   o f   t h e s e   b l o c k s   w o u l d   s u b s t a n t i a l l y   r e d u c e   t h e  

? r i s k   o f   o i l   s p i l l s  and r e l a t e d   e f f e c t s   t o   m a j o r  sea o t t e r  and o t h e r   m a r i n e  

mammal h a b i t a t ,   p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  the   no r the rn   Kod iak   A rch ipe lago  and S h e l i k o f  

I S t r a i t   a r e a s .  The e l i m i n a t i o n  o f  a t a n k e r   r o u t e   t h r o u g h   t h e   t r e a c h e r o u s  

w a t e r s   o f  Whale  Pass g r e a t l y   r e d u c e s   t h e   r i s k s   t o   i m p o r t a n t   n e a r b y   m a r i n e   a n d  
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coas t   habi ta t .  The chance of potential  adverse  impacts t o  endangered  cetaciea 

a l so   f a l l s   sha rp ly .  Major adverse  impacts t o  the community in f r a s t ruc tu re  of 

Port  Lions and  Kodiak would  a l s o  be eliminated. I n  sho r t ,   de l e t ion  of the  

Shel ikof   Strai t   b locks from l ease   s a l e  60 would markedly  reduce the unavoidabl 

adverse  effects   oi l  development could have on the resources a n d  environment 

upon which most of the a rea ' s   r e s iden t s  depend f o r  commercial  gain a n d  

subsis tence.  
3 

The reduction  in  r isks  associated  with  various  block  deletions  is  

predicated upon the data and  assumptions  underlying the models  used f o r  

BLM's o i l s p i l l   r i s k   a n a l y s i s .  Recent  research  information made a v a i l a b l e   t o  

the  Kodiak Island Borough casts  serious  doubt on the a b i l i t y  of these models 

t o  de t e rmine   sp i l l   t r a j ec to r i e s  t h a t  accurately  predict   the  speed and  d i r ec t i c  

of o i l   sp i l l s   occur r ing   wi th in  the proposed l e a s e   s a l e   a r e a .  

There are o ther   se r ious   def ic ienc ies   in   the   Draf t  Environmental 

Statement   for lease  sale  60 t h a t  have increased our reluctance t o  s u p p o r t  any 

alternative  involving  development a t  th i s   t ime.  Of major  concern i s   t h e  

fa i lure   o f   the  document t o  adequately  address  any  alternatives t o  the  proposec 

act ion  other  t h a n  various  block  deletion.  Another  major  deficiency  is  BLM's 

pointed  declination  to  address the cumulative  impacts  this  proposal  shares  in 

concert  with  other  proposed OCS lease  sales   scheduled  for   the Kodiak area. 

Aside from the obvious  desirability  of  protecting  the  renewable  marine 

resources upon which our economy and l i f e s t y l e s   a r e   i n  large p a r t  based, we 

share a general  concern  for  the  well  being of a l l  members of the  ecological  

comunity.  We hold t h a t  no technology i s  worth r isking  the  reduct ion o r  

i r rep laceable   loss  of any species,  nor have  such  losses  ever proven necessar) 
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t o  human s u r v i v a l   i n   t h e   p a s t .  We s h o u l d   n o t   v i o l a t e   e n v i r o n m e n t a l   l i f e  

suppor t   sys tems,   o r   even  env i ronmenta l   amen i t ies   f r i vo lous ly .  We cannot 

suppor t   en te rp r i ses   f o r   wh ich   no   obv ious   ne t   ga io   i n   we l fa re   f o r   ou r   i s l and  

communities  can  be  demonstrated --- e s p e c i a l l y   t h o s e   e n t e r p r i s e s   t h a t   a r e ,  

by  BLM's own a d m i s s i o n ,   c e r t a i n   t o  have de le te r ious   env i ronmenta l   s ide   e f fec ts  

based  on  the 95 p e r c e n t   p r o b a b i l i t y   t h a t  a t  l e a s t   f o u r   m a j o r   o i l   s p i l l s  will 

o c c u r   d u r i n g   t h e   l i f e   o f  ?he s a l e .  

G i v e n   t h e   u n c e r t a n t i e s   i n v o l v e d   w i t h   t h e  USGS o i l   s p i l l   r i s k   a n a l y s i s ,  

the  major  commercial  and l a t e n t   f i s h e r y   r e s o u r c e s   i n v o l v e d ,   t h e   c o m p l e t e  

absence o f   v i a b l e   s a l e   a l t e r n a t i v e s  and t h e   t o t a l   l a c k   o f   c u m u l a t i v e   i m p a c t  

assessment i n   c o n j u n c t i o n   w i t h   o t h e r   p r o p o s e d  OCS l e a s e   s a l e s   i n   a d j a c e n t  

areas, we have  no o t h e r   r e c o u r s e   b u t   t o   r e q u e s t   t h a t   l e a s e   s a l e  60 be  delayed 

u n t i l  such  t ime a s  t n e s e   m a j o r   d e f i c i e n c i e s   a r e   s a t i s f a c t o r i l y   r e c t i f i e d .  

Should a d e l a y   i n   s a l e   n o t   b e   f o r t h c o m i n g ,   t h e n  we c a n   o n l y   r e a f f i r m   o u r   l o n g -  

s t a n d i n g   p o s i t i o n   t h a t  OCS d e v e l o p m e n t   b e   p r o h i b i t e d   i n   S h e l i k o f   S t r a i t .  

Madam Chairman, i n   c o n s i d e r a t i o n   o f   t h e   l a r g e  number o f  persons  wish ing 

t o   t e s t i f y   h e r e   t o d a y ,  I s h a l l   r e l i n q u i s h   t h e   r e m a i n d e r   o f  my t i m e  and 

con t inue  my p r e s e n t a t i o n   o f   t h e   K o d i a k   I s l a n d   B o r o u g h ' s   t e s t i m o n y  when t h i s  

hear ing  reconvenes i n  Kodiak  tomorrow  afternoon.  Thank  you. 

MRS. WUNNICKE: Thank you. Before  you  leave,   are  there  any members 

o f   t h e   P a n e l  who have q u e s t i o n s   o f  Mr. Hoopes a t  t h i s   t i m e ?  

M R .  ONES: On the  assumption I w o n ' t  be a s k i n g   t h i n g s   t o   c l a r i f y   i n  

Kodiak, i f  t h e  Task Forde  de layed  the  sa le ,  how l o n g   w o u l d   y o u   l i k e   t h e   d e l a y  

to   be?  

MR. HOOPES: U n t i l   t h e   i s s u e s  we r a i s e d   a r e   r e c t i f i e d ,  we a r e   p u t t i n g  
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MR. ONES:  You a l s o   m e n t i o n e d   t h a t   t h e r e   w e r e   v i a b l e   a l t e r n a t i v e s  

o t h e r   t h a n   t r a c t   d e l e t i o n s .  What k i n d   o f   v i a b l e   a l t e r n a t i v e s   a r e   y o u   s u g g e s t i  

MR.  HOOPES: 1 wou ld   sugges t   t ha t  we m igh t   l ook  a t  o the r   a reas   t ha t  can 

be   deve loped   w i th   l ess   env i ronmen ta l   impac t   f o r   o i l  and  gas  and t h a t   t h e  

a l t e r n a t i v e s   t o   o i l  and  gas  be i d e n t i f i e d  and a t  l eas t   rev iewed .   Th ings   o f  

t h i s   n a t u r e .   O t h e r   e n e r b y   s o u r c e   a l t e r n a t i v e s   i n   p a r t i c u l a r .  

MRS. WUNNICKE: Thank you.  Anybody  else? 

MR. PAGE: Mr. Hoopes, ah, I b e l i e v e   y o u   s a i d   t h a t   K o d i a k   I s l a n d  has 

r e c e n t l y  come i n t o  some i n f o r m a t i o n   o r  some i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  made a v a i l a b l e ,  a 

c a l l   i n   t o   q u e s t i o n   t h e   a b i l i t y  o f  t h e   G e o l o g i c a l   S u r v e y ' s   o i l s p i l l s   p r o j e c t o r  

a n a l y s i s   t o   a c c u r a t e l y   f u n c t i o n   o r   p r e d i c t .  Can you t e l l  us what   the  source 

o f   t h a t   i n f o r m a t i o n  i s ?  

MR. HOOPES: Yes, i t ' s  some e a r t h   s a t e l l i t e   i n f o r m a t i o n   t h a t  Gary 

Huford  (ph)  has p rov ided  us w i t h ,  and we a r e   g o i n g   i n t o  some more d e t a i l   i n  

o u r   w r i t t e n   t e s t i m o n y   r e g a r d i n g   o u r   c o n c e r n s   w i t h   t h a t  and n o t   b e i n g  a 

physical   oceanography  and  not  want ing t o   t a k e   t o o  much t ime,  I would  be  glad 

t o   d i s c u s s   t h a t   w i t h   y o u  a t  your   conven ience,   bu t  we h a v e   r e f e r e n c e d   t o   t h a t  

w i t h   u s .  

MR. PAGE: Thank you. 

MR. HOOPES: You a r e   q u i t e  welcome. 

MRS. WUNNICKE: Any o t h e r   q u e s t i o n s  o f  M r .  Hoopes?  (No response)   Let  me 

remedy an o v e r s i g h t .  I w o u l d   l i k e   t o   i n t r o d u c e   t w o   p e o p l e  who w e r e   n o t   i n t r o -  

duced a t   t h e   b e g i n n i n g  of t h e   h e a r i n g .  On my r i g h t  i s  M r .  Jack  White, who i s  

t h e   A s s i s t a n t   D i r e c t o r   f o r   E n e r g y  and  Minera ls   fo r   the   Borough o f  Land 
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Management, from  Washington DC and on my l e f t  i s  Mr. Jer ry  Reed, who i s   t h e  

OCS Coordinator  for  the  Fish and Wildl i fe   Service,  a n d  he i s   r ep resen t ing   t he  

Ass is tan t   Secre ta ry   for  Fish Wild l i fe .  t4r. Reed i s  from the  Anchorage o f f i c e ,  

a n d  I be l ieve   the   o ther  members of t he  panel  were  introduced t o  you e a r l i e r .  

The next   person  planning  to   tes t i fy  i s  Mr. Frank  Tupper. Let me a l s o  

make th i s  b i t  o f   bus iness   c lear   tha t  i f  you have not  signed u p  t o   t e s t i f y ,  

we wil l  go i n  the order  i n  which,  ah,  people have s i g n e d   t o   t e s t i f y .  I f  you 

are   not  on t h a t   l i s t ,  there wi l l  be time ava i l ab le ,  we hope, a t  the end  of t he  

l i s t   t o   h e a r  anybody e l s e  who wished t o  be heard. We d o n ' t  want t o   no t   hea r  

anyone who i s  here   for   tha t   purpose .   Also ,   i f   there  i s  not   t ime  for  you t o  

say a l l   t h a t  you would l i k e  t o   s a y ,  and you wish t o  supplement  your  remarks i n  

w r i t i n g   l a t e r ,  you may do so,  o r  i f  you  do not  wish t o   t e s t i f y   i n   p e r s o n ,  a n d  

would l i k e   t o  submi t  wr i t ten   t es t imony  or  written remarks, you may do so 

until  October 31  by mail ing them t o   t h e  OCS o f f i c e  i n  Anchorage a t  P .  0. Box 

1159,  Anchorage,  99510. 

9 

The next  person who has signed t o   t e s t i f y   i s  Mr. Frank Tupper .  Mr. 

Tupper? Mr. Frank  Tupper? (No response) I f  he should come i n ,  we wi l l  

t ry   t o   hea r  h i m .  We a r e  a l i t t l e   b i t  ahead of time  thanks t o  Mr. Hoopes. 

Um, the   next   person  af ter  Mr. Tupper i s  Mr. Derek Stonorov. (No response) 

I know I'm  not  going t o  go t h r e e   f o r  three. The next  person i s  Mr. Thomas 

Peterson. 

M R .  THOMAS  PETERSON:  Madam Chairwoman a n d  members of the hearing p a n e l ,  

good afternoon. My name i s  Tom Peterson. I am chairman of  the  Kodiak Is land 

Borough's OCS Advisory  Council. I am here  to   render   oral   tes t imonial   support  

to  the  Borough's  posit ion  concerning  federal   oil  and gas   l ea se   s a l e  60 f o r  
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lower Cook I n l e t  and  Shel ikof   S t ra i t .  

The Kodiak Island Borough OCS Advisory  Council i s  a c o l l e c t i v e  g roup  of 

Kodiak c i t i z e n s  who h a v e  been given au thor i ty  by the Kodiak Island Borough 

Assembly t o  provide  the  technical   s tudies  and policy  advisements  in  assisting 

the Assembly to  take  action  concerning the OCS o i l  and  gas development  in and 

around  Kodiak. 

The'Council has  scrutinized  the  Draft  Environmental  Statement  for  lease 

sale 60 with the upmost dil igence  with a time  frame t h a t  was incredibly 

l imi ted .   Af te r   th i s   carefu l  review  of the d r a f t ,   t h e  Council recommended t o  

the Assembly to   adopt   the  posi t ion  for   delay of s a l e   f o r  the following 

reasons: The most important  reason  of a l l  i s   t h e  Kodiak community's  concern 

for   the i r   f i shery   resources   in   the   She l ikof   S t ra i t   a rea .  The abundance of 

the  various  commercial  species of f ish  in   the  Shel ikof   are  of the g rea t e s t  

importance when addressing  .oil a n d  gas  development  within the same boundaries. 

As Dr. Hoopes stated  in  his  testimony  today,  the OCS Counc i l ' s   i n i t i a l   f ee l in s  

on Alternat ive IV as  a posit ion were t h a t  the Shelikof  STrait   f ishery  resourcc 

could be l imi ted   to   adverse   a f fec ts  of o i l  and  gas  developments as   s ta ted   in  

t h a t  pa r t i cu la r   s cene r io .  However, as  Dr. Hoopes pointed  out,  the informatior 

the  Borough has i n   i t s  possession  concerning  the  oi l   spi l l   t ra jectory  analysi5 

models within the d r a f t  does  contest  their  accuracy and  c r e d i b i l i t y  t o  a l a r g c  

degree. I t  i s   w i t h  t h a t  information and  the new assessments  of ground f i s h  

resource  potential   in  the  Shelikof  Strait  as recorded by the National Marine 

Fisheries  Service t h a t  has  convinced t h i s  OCS Council to  advocate a delay of 

sa le   un t i l  a more accurate  and  formidable  addressal  to  leasing  block  areas 

in a n d  near   Shel ikof   Strai t  can be formulated by the o f f i c e  of OCS/BLM. 
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It has  been t h e   u n r e l e n t i n g   p o s i t i o n  o f  t h i s   C o u n c i l   t o   a d v o c a t e   t h e  

r e c o g n i t i o n   o f   c u m u l a t i v e   i m p a c t s   o f   l e a s e   s a l e  60 and 46, which i s  now 

l e a s e   s a l e  61, b y   t h e   D e p a r t m e n t   o f   I n t e r i o r   s i n c e   t h a t   A g e n c y ' s   i n c e p t i o n   o f  

t he   amb i t i ous  OCS f i v e   y e a r   l e a s e   p l a n .  The OCS Counc i l  has  addressed  th is 

reques t  a t  b o t h   t h e   p u b l i c   h e a r i n g s  on l e a s e   s a l e  46 and the   p roposed   f i ve  

y e a r   o l d  and  gas leas ing   schedu le  and now a g a i n   f o r   t h i s   p u b l i c   h e a r i n g  on 

l e a s e   s a l e  60. It i s   t h e   C o u n c i l ' s  and Borough's adamant r e q u e s t   t o   d e l a y  

t h i s   s a l e  and f u t u r e  ones u n t i l   t h e   a c c u m u l a t i v e   a f f e c t s   o f   s u c h   s a l e s   a r e  

s u f f i c i e n t l y  addressed in   t he   Env i ronmen ta l   Impac t   S ta temen t .  

9 

The Counci l  has  been  aware f o r  some t i m e  now, th rough   conversa t i ons  wit1 

o i l   i n d u s t r y   o f f i c a l s ,   t h a t   t h e i r   i n d u s t r y  will approach  the  Kodiak  sale 

a r e a s   w i t h   t h e   c o n c e p t   o f   a d d r e s s i n g   c u m u l a t i v e   a s p e c t s   o f   o i l  and  gas deve lo  

ment f o r   c o s t   e f f e c t i v e n e s s  and b e n e f i c i a l   p r o f i t   a d v a n t a g e .   T h e r e f o r e ,   t h i s  

Counci l   wants   the OCS/BLM o f f i c e   t o  b e   c o g n i z a n t   o f   t h a t   f a c t   a l s o .  

D r .  Hoopes' w r i t t e n   p o s i t i o n   p a p e r   f o r   t h e   B o r o u g h ' , s   p r o p o s e d   a l t e r n a t i  

and h i s  page-by-page  review  that  will be submi t ted   t o   t he   Depar tmen t  o f  

I n t e r i o r   c l e a r l y  exposes  the numerous i nadequac ies   t h roughou t   t h i s  D r a f t .  Th 

Counc i l   thorough ly   rev iewed  these and c o n c l u s i v e l y   f o u n d  them t o   r e f l e c t   t h e  

op in ions   o f   t he   Counc i l   conce rn ing   t he  somewhat b l a t a n t   d i s r e g a r d   t o  

e f f e c t i v e l y   w r i t e  a D E I S  w r i t t e n   w i t h i n  NEPA g u i d e l i n e s .  The C o u n c i l ' s  

recommendation o f   d e l a y   o f   s a l e   t o   t h e   B o r o u g h   f o r   a d o p t i o n   i s   s t r o n g l y  suppo 

by D r .  Hoopes' w r i t t e n  comments. 

I n   c o n c l u d i n g   t h i s   o r a l   t e s t i m o n y ,  I will a g a i n   r e i t e r a t e   t h e   B o r o u g h ' s  

l o s i t i o n   t o   r e q u e s t  a d e l a y   o f   s a l e   f o r   l e a s e   s a l e  60 f o r   t h e   S e c r e t a r y   o f  

I n t e r i o r   t o   c o n s i d e r .  I f  t h i s   r e q u e s t   i s   v i e w e d   u n f a v o r a b l y   b y   t h e   S e c r e t a r y  
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then i t  i s  p o i n t e d   o u t   t o   t h i s   h e a r i n g   p a n e l   t h a t   t h e   B o r o u g h  has conceived 

a t r a c t   d e l e t i o n   a p p r o a c h   t o   t h i s   p r o p o s e d   s a l e   t h a t  will be exp la ined  more 

f u l l   t h r o u g h   o r a l   t e s t i m o n y  a t  t he   pub l i c   hea r ing   i n   Kod iak   t omor row.  

I t h a n k   y o u   f o r   t h i s   o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  l e t  me express  the  Kodiak OCS 

Adv isory   Counc i l ' s   v iews on lease sa le   no .  60. 

MRS. WUNNICKE: Thank  you, M r .  Peterson. Any ques t i ons  o f  Mr. Peterson 

by   the  members o f  t he   pane l?  (No response) .  Thank you. 

MR.  PETERSON: Thank you,   again.  

MRS. WUNNICKE: All r i g h t .  The people i n  the   aud ience  a re   hav ing  some 

t r o u b l e   i n   h e a r i n g   y o u  as y o u   t e s t i f y ,  so be s u r e   t o   u s e   t h e - - s p e a k   i n t o   t h e  

microphone. Has Mr. Tupper come i n ?  M r .  Stonorov? We a r e  ahead o f   t h e i r  

t ime, so I will c o n t i n u e   t o   c a l l  them. Mr. Steven  Smi ley,   represent ing  the 

Kachemak Bay Conserva t ion   Soc ie ty?  

MR. SMILEY: H i ,  I wasn ' t   qu i te   p repared ,  and I m i g h t   p o i n t   o u t   t h a t  

I ' m  n o t   r e p r e s e n t i n g   t h e  Kachemak Bay Conserva t ion   Soc ie ty .  

MRS. WUNNICKE: Are  you  appear ing as a p r i v a t e   c i t i z e n ?  

MR. SMILEY: I'm appear ing  as a p r i v a t e   c i t i z e n .  Urn, so I guess I ' m  

j u s t   g o i n g  t o  say a c o u p l e   o f   w o r d s   o f f   t h e   t o p   o f  my head. I will submit  a 

a w r i t t e n   t e s i m o n y  a t  a l a t e r   d a t e .  Urn, I use to   teach  economics  a t  a 

u n i v e r s i t y - -  

MRS. WUNNICKE: Can you  hear Mr. S m i l e y ?   T h e r e ,   t h a t ' s   b e t t e r .  

MR. SMILEY: How's t h a t .  I use to   teach  economics a t  a u n i v e r s i t y .  

I say t h a t   o n l y   t o - - i n  a sense t o   s u p p o r t   w h a t   b r i e f l y  I am g o i n g   t o   s a y  

because I t h i n k   t h e r e  i s  some economic  foundat ion i n  my observa t i ons .  

General ly,  I j u s t  want to   impress  upon  you, I t h i n k   t h e r e   i s  no  reason t o  
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b e l i e v e   a t   a l l   t h a t   t h e r e   w i l l  be any  improvement in   the   over  economic welfare 

of  any of  the  local  regions  in  the Cook I n l e t ,  lower Cook I n l e t   a r e a .  I think 

the  evidence  of the nature   of   the  unemployment s i t u a t i o n   i n  Kenai and Soldotna 

where there  has  been s i g n i f i c a n t   o i l  a n d  gas  development  points  out the f a c t  

t h a t  we cannot  expect  our employment r a t e s   t o  improve in  t h i s  a rea .  We wil l  

expect and a n t i c i p a t e   t h a t  many of the   spec ia l ized  jobs t h a t   w i l l  be assoc ia te  

with  this  development  will be from people t h a t  are   outs ide  our   areas   as  

evidence  in other s i m i l a r   s i t u a t i o n s  and t h a t   o v e r a l l ,  the in f l a t iona ry  

impacts,  the employment impacts  will i n  no way improve our   local   welfare .  

I'm  going t o   s t o p .   T h a t ' s   a l l  I have t o   s a y .  

MRS. WUNNICKE: Thahk you. May I ask--you are   say ing   tha t  the  unemployn 

rates may not  change. Are you saying this  i s  what  happened a l so   i n  Kenai  and 

Sol dotna? 

M R .  SMILEY: Yeah, i n  general terms. Yes, t he re   a r e  a l o t   o f  minor 

var ia t ions and v a r i a b l e s ,  b u t ,  yes .  

MRS. W U N N I C K E :  Any other  questions  of Mr. Smiley? 

M R .  SMILEY: I ' l l  submit a written testimony i n  f u r t h e r   d e t a i l  

MRS. W U N N I C K E :  Thank you. We would be p l e a s e   t o  have t h a t .  Has 

Mr. Tupper come i n  y e t ?  (No response) Mr. Stonorov? (No response) .  M S .  

Nancy Lord? 

MS. NANCY LORD: My name i s  Nancy Lord. Good af ternoon.  I am a reside]  

of Homer and a l s o  a commercial fisherman i n  Cook I n l e t .  I have read the EIS 

and consider  the  choices  presented i n  i t .  I have a l s o  just returned from the  

second  annual a l ternat ive  energy  conference  held i n  Fairbanks. 

After r e a d i n g  t h e  EIS, my recommendation on the l e a s e   s a l e   f o r  w h a t  i t  
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i s  worth, i s   t he   A l t e rna t ive  which  you  have l i s t ed   a s   A l t e rna t ive  I11 - delay. 

When I say  "delay" I don ' t  mean s i x  months o r  one y e a r ,  I mean a n  i nde f in i t e  

delay  for  the reasons I will  now give.  A h ,  t h e   f i r s t   r e a s o n   i s  t h a t  according 

t o  E I S ,  t h e r e   i s  some very  large  biological  data  gaps,   ah,   for  the  area,  and 

without them you c a n ' t  have a base l ine   t ha t  means any th ing   l a t e r  on t o  judge 

the  impacts  against.  Also, I suspect  t h a t  t he re   a r e  some areas  w i t h i n  the   lea  

area which a re   t he  most s u s c e p t i b l e   t o  damage and should  be  deleted,  b u t  I $ 

don ' t   th ink   tha t   in format ion   ex is t s  r i g h t  now t o   i d e n t i f y  which ones they  are.  

I c e r t a i n l y   c o u l d n ' t   t e l l  from the  EIS,  and I c e r t a i n l y   d o n ' t  have the intimat 

knowledge of t h e   a r e a   t o   t r y   t o  guess which they   a re .  

A second  area--a  second  reason t o   d e l a y  the s a l e  would be t h a t  the lower 

Cook area has been nominated a s  a marine  sanctuary.  The Department  of Congres 

has accepted  that  nomination and i t - - so  i t  i s  t h e r e f o r e ,   o f f i c a l l y  nominated. 

However, i t  has  not begun a s tudy  of   the  area  or  made any  recommendations aboL 

i t s  s t a t u s   a s  a marine  sanctuary. A h ,  t he re fo re ,  I th ink the s a l e  should be 

d e l a y e d   u n t i l   a t   l e a s t  some study i s  done. I su spec t   t ha t  the area would pro\ 

t o  be a good candidate   for  a marine  sanctuary,   possibly  not  the whole a rea ,  

b u t  par t s   o f  i t ,  and t h a t   o i l  and  gas  development may o r  may not  be compatiblc 

w i t h  marine  sanctuaries i n  t h a t   a r e a .  To go ahead w i t h  the sa le   before  a n  

area  has  even been s tudied i s  ju s t - - cu t s   o f f  any opt ions ,  and I t h i n k  would 

be i r respons ib le .  

A th i rd  reason to   de l ay  the s a l e  i s  t h a t  the loca l   a reas  which wi l l  be 

impacted by exploration and development  has  not y e t  adopted a coastal  zone 

management plan.  That  plan a t  t h e   v e r y   e a r l i e s t   w i l l   n o t  be adopted  until 

a t   l e a s t  several months a f t e r   t h e   s a l e  i s  h e l d ,   i f   i t  i s  as scheduled now. 
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I d o n ' t   t h i n k   t h a t  i s  v e r y  f a i r  t o  a loca l   government ,  and I t h i n k   t h e y   s h o u l l  

be g i ven  a s  much o p p o r t u n i t y  a s  p o s s i b l e   t o   p l a n   f o r   d e v e l o p m e n t  and t o   d i r e c '  

i t  i n  ways t h a t  will b e   b e n e f i c i a l   w h e r e   t h e r e   a r e   b e n e f i t s ,  and,  ah,  have 

t h e  l e a s t  n e g a t i v e   e f f e c t  on the  communit ies.  Urn, one l a s t - - o r   n o t   l a s t - - b u t  

one  more r e a s o n   f o r   d e l a y i n g   t h e   s a l e   i s   t o   g i v e   t h e   i n d u s t r y  some e x t r a  

t ime  i t  seems t o  need t o  i m p r o v e   t h e i r   t e c h n o l o g y   f o r   o p e r a t i n g   i n   t h i s  

f r o n t i e r   a r e a ,  ah, p a r t i c u l a r l y   S h e l i k o f  S t r a i t .  I d o n ' t   b e l i e v e   t h e y   h a v e  

o f f e r e d  i t  i n  any o t h e r   a r e a s   i n   t h e   S t a t e   t h a t   h a v e   t i d a l a c t i o n  and  storms 

l i k e  you will f i n d   t h e r e .   T h e r e   c e r t a i n l y   i s  a l o t   o f  room f o r  improvements 

i n   d r i l l i n g   t e c h n i q u e s ,   t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  and p a r t i c u l a r l y   i n   c l e a n u p   c a p a b i l i t ,  

The l a s t  reason f o r   d e l a y i n g   t h e   s a l e   i s  one I f e e l   v e r y   s t r o n g l y   a b o u t  

and t h a t  i s  t h a t  I f e e l   t h a t   t h i s   n a t i o n  as  a whole i s  on the   w rong   t rack  wit 

an energy  po l icy .   There i s  a d i f f e r e n c e   w h i c h   s h o u l d  be made between  nat iona 

need  and nat ional   greed,   and I f e e l   r i g h t  now we a r e  on t h e   l a t t e r .  Ah, 

cu r ren t l y   Amer i cans   a re   us ing   tw ice  as much energy as  n a t i o n s   i n   t h e   r e s t   o f  

t h e   w o r l d  who have  approx imate ly   the  same s tandard  of  l i v i n g .  As f a r  a s  I 

can t e l l ,  Americans  have n o t  begun t o  make a m a j o r   e f f o r t   t o   c u t  down o n   t h a t  

There  are--1  would l i k e   t o  s e e   t h e   n a t i o n  make a commitment t o   c o n s e r v a t i o n .  

There  are--when I say   tha t ,  I ' m  n o t   t a l k i n g   a b o u t  a new techno logy   t ha t  we 

need t o  w a i t  f o r   t o  He developed.   There  is - -1   can-- there i s  c a r   p o o l i n g ,  

p u b l i c   t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,   i n s t a l l i n g   i n s u l a t i o n ,   r e c y c l i n g ,   t h i n g s   t h a t   c a n   b e  

done now w i t h   v e r y   l i t t l e   c o s t ,   v e r y   l i t t l e   e f f o r t ,  and the  sav ings  would  be 

tremendous, I f  someone c o u l d   p r o v e   t o  me t h a t   t h e r e  was a n a t i o n a l   n e e d   f o r  

t h e   o i l   o u t   h e r e ,  I would  suppor t  a s a l e  when i t  was needed, b u t  a s  o f  now, I 

t h i n k   t h e   b e s t   t h i n g   t h a t   c o u l d   h a p p e n   t o   t h i s   c o u n t r y   w o u l d  be t o   b e   f o r c e d  

3 
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t o  adopt an e n e r g y   p o l i c y   o f   c o n s e r v a t i o n  and a l t e r n a t i v e   e n e r g y  and j u s t  

suck ing   every   d rop   ou t   o f   the   g round as f a s t  as p o s s i b l e  i s  n o t   l e a d i n g  us 

t o   t h a t .   L e a v i n g   t h e   o i l  and t h e  gas i n   t h e  ground i s  l i k e   l e a v i n g  i t  i n  a 

bank. I ' m  s u r e   t h e r e  will be a t i m e   f u r t h e r  down the   road  when we will need 

it, and  when i t  can  be  used f o r   s o m e t h i n g   b e t t e r   t h a n   j u s t   r u n n i n g - - g a s  

guzz le  our   cars   around.  
7 

On a p e r s o n a l   l e v e l ,  I r e s e n t   b e i n g   a s k e d   t o   s a c r i f i c e  my q u a l i t y   o f  

l i f e   f o r   t h e   n a t i o n ' s   g r e e d .  I t h i n k   y o u  will f i n d   t h a t   t h e   p e o p l e  who l i v e  

here i n  Homer l i v e   h e r e  because it i s  a ve ry   spec ia l   p lace .  I mean t h a t .  

I persona l l y   wou ldn ' t   l i ve   anywhere   e l se .  Anyone who has  spent  any  t ime i n  

the   Kena i /N ik i sk i   a rea  will n o t i c e   t h a t   t h e r e  i s  a rea l   con t ras t   be tween   the  

two  areas. I d o n ' t   p a r t i c u l a r l y   l i k e   t o   g e n e r a l i z e   a b o u t   p e o p l e  because t h e n  

are good  and  bad peop le  anywhere, b u t   t h e r e  i s  a n o t i c e a b l e   c o n t r a s t  and  the 

people  up  there  have a--seem t o  have d i f f e r e n t   v a l u e s   f r o m   t h e   p e o p l e   l i v i n g  

i n  Homer b e c a u s e   t h e y   l i v e   t h e r e   f o r   d i f f e r e n t   r e a s o n s .  As I s a i d ,  I f i s h  

i n   t h e   I n l e t ,  and my--1 have  beach s i t e s   w h i c h   a r e   c l o s e r   t o   t h e   n o r t h e r n  

Pen insu la   t han   t hey   a re   t o  Homer. Urn, I had some e x p e r i e n c e s   t h i s  summer  whel 

people  f rom  that   area  were  coming  to   the  beach  by  boat   where I f i s h .  Ah, the! 

were  coming t o   h u n t  and t o   s u b s i s t e n c e   f i s h .  Urn, t he   f i she rmen  who  came from 

t h a t - - 1   h a v e   t o  use q u o t a t i o n   m a r k s - - a l l   l e f t  a tremendous  amount o f  garbage 

a l l  over   the   beach.  The h u n t e r s   t h a t  came, s t o l e  some o f  my f i s h i n g   g e a r ,  

buoys,  and  anchors,  and  broke i n t o  my n e i g h b o r ' s   c a b i n   a n d   s t o l e  some th ings  

from  there.  I j u s t   g i v e   y o u   t h i s  as  an  example o f  some o f   t he   impac ts   assoc i  

w i t h   o i l   d e v e l o p m e n t .  They are  examples o f  a l o s s   o f   q u a l i t y   o f   l i f e ,   w h i c h  

i s  b l e a k l y   r e f e r r e d   t o   i n   t h e  E I S ,  and  economic  losses. O f  course ,   loos ing  
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buoys anc ancnors ::. b . ; i n@? ?cr!o! 7 :  l o s s  compared t o  w h a t  would napger : z  

there  wa; a major o l ;  s p i l ~ i .  b u t  i 1  I m p a c t s  me. I t  meant t h a t  I l o s t  abou:-- 

wel l ,  i t  was  a major i o s s  f o r  me. I nave a small   f ishing  operat ion,  I ;us: ' 

give t h a t  as a n  exanole  because I d o n ' t  w a n t  tnose  things happenin9 > e r e  ' r  

Homer, a n d  I feel  very  strongly ab;,: i t .  T h a n k  you. Are tne re  any au t s t ions?  

MRS.  WUNNICKE: Are tnere  ar;, . ~ e s t i a n s ?  

M R .  JONES: Urn, I d idn ' t   qu i t e   ge t   t ne   connec t ion  between your lo s s  t o  I 
3 

some people and the   o i l   indus t ry .  I f a i l   t o  make the  connect ion  there .  

MS. LORD:  Most of  the  people i n  the  Kenai and North Kenai area  are  

eitner  directly  dependent  or  independent on the   o i l   i ndus t ry  a n d  they ,  urn--the 

, x - . I e  * r o r  t h a t  area  use  the  Inlet   for   recreat ional   purposes ,   hunt ins ,   f ishin 

.. .. :. !,Y. 1 :.:low that--because I knoi,!--nn: because i !)let tq? subsis tence 

i.  . 
' : , ,  j r  ;,?!,, r o  I ~ V  ,<'.;~q. b u t  b e c d u i t -  ! q V  ne iahbor ' s   d id ,  t h a t  trley  were 

e 
6:l,?z.,v?(: )i '.'?(. , i 1  in:. : i . n m  tri: I t  b a s :  some of the   hunters ,  mayb 

noc tn-. m e  v :T ' ,  ~ L O I ~  " ,  I J ~ , ? .  Z O I I I C  the punters wno were hunting  in m y  

area a n d  who were--did  succes: $ 1 : ;  '.'irbt I I I O O S ~  d n d  bear ,  were  from L o u i s i a n a .  

They were here on temporary  oi l - re la ted  jobs,  and they  did  not  share w h a t  we 

feel  here i n  the  Homer a rea ,  a concern for   our   count ry .  T h a t ' s - - I ' m  not 

t ry ing   t o   s ay  t h a t  everyone who works f o r   t h e   o i l   i n d u s t r y   d o e s n ' t   c a r e  d b o u t  

O u r  beaches and ou r   w i ld l i f e  and each other   because,   I 'm  sure ,  most o f  then; 

do. I t ' s  a n  impact t h a t   c a n ' t  be measured, b u t  i t s '   t h e r e .  

M R .  JONES: Thank you. T h a t  c l a r i f i e d  i t  f o r  me. 

MRS. IJUNNICKE:  How long  have you been a commercial fisherman? 

M S .  L O R D :  Ah, I ' v e  been a commercial f isherman  only  for   the  las t  two  

years .   I 've   l ived   here   in  Homer for   seven  years .  I was i n  business nerE i n  
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Homer b e f o r e  I s o l d  my b u s i n e s s   t o   f i s h .  

MRS. WUNNICKE: Thank you. M r .  Reed: 

MR. JERRY REED: Ah, r e l a t i v e   t o   y o u r   c o m e n t s   a b o u t   t h e   p r o p o s a l   a b o u t  

the   l ower  Cook I n l e t  as a mar ine  sanctuary,  my unders tand ing - -co r rec t  me i f  

I ' m  wrong, maybe you  have some i n f o r m a t i o n   t h a t  I don't--NOAA opera tes- - they  

have a g r e a t  number o f   p o t e n t i a l   l o c a t i o n s   t h a t   a r e   i d e n t i f i e d   p o s s i b l y   f o r  

mar ine   sanc tua r ies ,   bu t   a re   cu r ren t l y  on t h e   i n a c t i v e  list and t h e r e  i s  a 
7 

r e l a t i v e l y   s m a l l  number o f   p o t e n t i a l   s i t e s   t h a t   a r e  on t h e   a c t i v e  list. I 

was wondering i f  you know a t   t h i s   t i m e  where   the   lower  Cook I n l e t   s t a n d s  and 

a lso ,  ah,  what  are  the--what i s  t h e - - w h a t   a r e   t h e   l i m i t s   t o   t h i s   s a n c t u a r y ?  

MS. LORD: Ah, y o u   a r e   c o r r e c t .   T h e r e   i s  a l a r g e  l i s t  o f  i n a c t i v e  

mar ine  sanctuary  nominat ions.   There  are  on ly   seven  which  they  are  cons ider ing 

i n   t h e  whole  country .  I b e l i e v e   t h o s e   a r e   t h e   f i g u r e s .  So t h e  Cook I n l e t  

i s   i n   t h e   i n a c t i v e   s t a t u s ,  and I have  no  idea when t h e y   p l a n   t o   s t u d y  i t  and 

i f  they  do, b u t  it has  been  nominated,  and I b e l i e v e   t h e y   h a v e n ' t   t h r o w n  i t  

o u t .  They h a v e n ' t   s a i d   t h e y   w o n ' t   s t u d y  it, b u t   t h e y   h a v e n ' t   p r o c e e d e d   w i t h  

any th ing .  Um, what  would  happen i f  i t  became  a marine  sanctuary  depends  on 

which--what  values i t s  chosen t o  be a m a r i n e   s a n c t u a r y   f o r  and it m i g h t   o r  

m i g h t   n o t   p r e c l u d e   o i l  and  gas  development. It would depend o n - - i t   w o u l d  be 

v e r y   i n d i v i d u a l   t o   t h e   a r e a ,  and I can ' t   say   wha t  NOAA m igh t   dec ide   on   t ha t .  

MRS. WUNNICKE: Thank you. 

MS. LORD: Thank you. 

MRS. WUNNICKE: Has M r .  Frank  Supper come i n ?  (No response) .  How about 

M r .  Stonorov? (No response) M r .  George R i p l e y ?  

MR. GEORGE RIPLEY: My name i s  George R i p l e y ,  and I am a c a t t l e   r a n c h e r  
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h e r e   i n  Homer. Ah, I w i s h   t o  see  no f u r t h e r   l e a s e   s a l e s   i n   t h e   l o w e r  Cook 

I n l e t  a t  t h i s   t i m e .  The major   uses   o f   the   lower  Cook I n l e t   a r e   p r e s e n t l y  

i n c o m p a t i b l e   w i t h   t h e   o i l   i n d u s t r y .  I am very  concerned  about   negat ive 

c u l t u r a l  and  environmental  impact  on  the  Kenai  Peninsula  and i n   t h e   w a t e r s  

about i t  due t o   t h e   o i l   r e l a t e d   i n d u s t r y .  I w a n t   t h e   o i l   i n d u s t r y   t o   b e  

f o r c e d   t o   s t e p   v e r y   s l o w l y  and c a r e f u l l y  when and i f  e n t e r i n g  and w o r k i n g   i n  

t h i s   a r e a .  I want  them t o  be   respons ib le   to   the   needs   and  w ishes   o f   the  

community i n  which  they  would  be a guest.  The o i l   i n d u s t r y  has a l o n g   r e c o r d  

o f   unavo idab le   adve rse   env i ronmen ta l   e f fec ts .  We d o n ' t  have t o  go f a r   t o  

f i n d  examples.   Just   th is   morn ing  by  co inc idence,  I p i c k e d   u p   t h i s  book 

e n t i t l e d  "A s m a l l  h i s t o r y  o f  the  western  Kenai"   and  read i n  an a r t i c l e  by 

Lance  Peterson, who was a t  one t ime  a r e s i d e n t  o f  Keani. He moved t h e r e   i n  

1953; he's been i n  Alaska  since  1943,  and  he has s i n c e  moved t o  Homer. " I n  

1950,  Kenai was about a s  modern a s  a t y p i c a l   r u r a l   t o w n   o f  1850.  Just 

25 yea rs   l a te r   con tempora ry   Amer i can   a rche t i c tu re   and   cu l tu re   have   engu l fed  

Kenai.  Except f o r   t h e   a i r p o r t ,   t h e r e  i s  l i t t l e   d i f f e r e n c e  between  Kenai and 

a town o f  comparable  size  anywhere i n  America. Somewhere i n   t h e  l a s t  dozen 

y e a r s   o f   P r o g r e s s   ( w i t h  a c a p i t a l  P) a l o n g   w i t h   t h e   m i l l i o n - o d d   d o l l a r s ,  Kena' 

has m i s l a i d   t h e   t a n g i b l e s   o f  f a r  g rea te r   va lue   such  as s t a b i l i t y  and a sense 

o f  community."  Skip a pa rag raph .   " I n   t he   pas t  a s t a b l e   K e n a i   r e s u l t e d   f r o m  

an i n f l u x   o f   p e o p l e   s e e k i n g  a g o o d   p l a c e   t o   l i v e .  A fragmented  Kenai was t h e  

r e s u l t   o f  a t r a n s i e n t  boom p o p u l a t i o n   s e e k i n g   e c o n o m i c   p r o f i t .  The o i l  boom 

brought   people  f rom a l l  ove r   t he   Un i ted   S ta tes .  Some found  Kenai a good 

p l a c e   t o   l i v e  and s e t t l e   t h e r e .   O t h e r s   h e l p e d   t o   t r a n s f o r m   K e n a i   i n t o  a copy 

of  what  they  had known b e f o r e  and  then  went away. The r e s u l t  was a b l a n d  

I 
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hodgepodge o f  a rche tec tu res  and way o f  l i f e ,   t y p l i f i e d   b y   t h e   i m p e r s o n a l  

shopping m a l l . "  I d o n ' t  know t h e   f u t u r e   o f   K e n a i ,   b u t  I do know I f e e l  

d i s o r i e n t e d  when I go t o  Kenai  these  days.  Geographical ly, i t  i s  s t i l l  a goo 

I 

such as North  Kenai. Ah, p robab ly  9 years  ago I was t a l k i n g   w i t h  a Homer F 

comment a b o u t   t h e   t y p e ,   t h e   t y p e   o f   r e s i d e n c e   t h a t   y o u   m i g h t   f i n d  a boom town ; 

Kenai  has.  Along  those same l i n e s ,  urn, I would l i k e   t o   b u t r e s s  Nancy L o r d ' s  j 

p l a c e   t o   l i v e .  The sweeping  sky  and  the  sol id  mountains  haven' t   changed--  

I f isherman named Glenn C a r r o l   ( p h ) .  I ' m  s o r r y   h e   i s n ' t   h e r e   t o   h e a r  me quote 

1 him, b u t  he,  ah,  he s a i d   t h a t   h e  grew  up i n   t h i s  town,  and t h e   b a s k e t b a l l   t e a  

, use t o   t r a v e l  a l l  a r o u n d   t h e   s t a t e   t o   p l a y   i n   v a r i o u s   c o m m u n i t i e s .   N o r t h  

0 

Kenai,  he s a i d ,  was t h e   o n l y  community  where  they  had t o   f a c e  any unsportmanl 

! 

Nancy was t r y i n g   t o  convey. , 
bus  and h a u l e d   h i m   t o   f i g h t .  Ah, I t h i n k   t h a t  i s  w h a t   t h e   a t t i t u d e   t h a t  1 

behavior amongst t h e   r e s i d e n t s .  He s a i d   t h a t   h i g h   s c h o o l   s t u d e n t s  came on t h  

> C u l t u r a l l y ,   o i l   f i e l d   w o r k e r s   a r e   l e g e n d a r y   f o r   t h e i r  boomtown roughins 

type  characters  and e n v i r o n m e n t a l l y ,   t h e   i n d u s t r y   n e c e s s i t a t e s   l a r g e  

i n d u s t r i a l   p l a n t s  on s e v e r a l   f r o n t s .  One o f  the  most   env i ronmenta l ly   adverse 

o f  which i s   t h e   p i p e l i n e   t r u n k ,   w h i c h   m u s t   c u t  a permanent  and  massive s e c t i c  

l i n e   t h r o u g h  a p rev ious   w i lderness .   Th is   unavo idab le   scar   a l lows  easy  acces: 

o f  man t o   b e a s t ,   t h u s   i r r e t r i e v a b l y  and i r r e v e r s a b l y   a l t e r i n g  a w i l d  

environment. An env i ronmen t ,   w i l d   env i ronmen t ,   app rec ia ted   by   m i l l i ons   t o  be 

the   t rue   A laska.  A w i ld   env i ronment   wh ich  was t h e   t r u e   A l a s k a   u n t i l   t h e  70': 

brought i n   t h e   o i l   p i p e l i n e .   A l a s k a  has  been  changed i r r e t r i e v a b l y  and 

i r r e v e r s a b l y   s i n c e  1970  began o i l  development  on  the  North  Slope. I'm again! 

i n c r e a s i n g   t h i s  change, t h i s   i m p a c t ,   i n   t h i s   p a r t  o f  t h e   S t a t e   u n t i l   t h e r e  
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has been adequate  time to   appraise  a n d  prepare  for a l l  t he   e f f ec t s .  kle a re  

not   cu l tura l ly   p repared   for   i t s   e f fec ts .  For instance,  not  prepared  for  the 

rapid  swelling of the  local  population by cheechako t r a n s i e t  works who will 

need f a s t ,  cheap  housing.  Neither we nor  the  oil  industry  are  prepared 

environmentally  in  the  invent of a s p i l l .  The Glacier Queen o i l   s p i l l   i n  

Seldovia Bay--and I fo rge t   the   year .  You probably have the  figures--proved 

technology's  lack  of  capability  in  containing a n  o i l   sp i l l   in   these   waters .  

Of course, no environment is   ever   ready  for  a n  o i l   s p i l l .  This  environment, 

however, engenders a very  important  renewable  resource  in i t s   f i s h e r i e s .  

Others  here  will  stress the percentages from the  EIS Environmental  Impact 

Statement of the  l ikelihood of a n  o i l   s p i l l .  95 percent, I bel ieve.  A very 

high r i sk   to  our  f i s h e r i e s .  This  town's  primary and  current ly  renewable 

1 i vel i hood. 

a 

As an  Alternat ive,  I wi l l   say,   wai t   unt i l   o i l   spi l l   technology and our 

ground floor  cultural   base  catches u p  with and  can cope  with  the  major  oil 

impact in  the lower Cook I n l e t .  I will  say  again,  the  oil  will  never  loose 

value where i t   i s .  We are n o t  prepared  environmentally and nei ther  are the 

oil--okay.  I've  already  read t h a t .  (Laughter) I ' l l  send  in a copy of t h i s .  

In closing, I would l ike   to   quote  Sander  Clinton Anderson o f  New 

Mexico as  quoted  in  the  well known tex t  for  the  environment, The Quite  Crisis.  

He says,  "Wilderness" a n d  l e t ' s   cons ide r   fo r  the time  being t h a t  any undevelor 

o i l  grounds are  wilderness,  "Wilderness  is a n  anchor t o  the windward. Knowin! 

i t   i s   t h e r e ,  we can a l s o  know t h a t   i t   i s  a rich  nation,  tending  our  resources 

as we should. Not of  people  in  dispair   (as i t  sometimes seems these  days) 

searching  every l a s t  nook and  cranny  of  our l a n d  fo r  a boa rd  of  lumber, a b a r r  
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of o i l ,  a b l a d e   o f   g r a s s   o r  a tank   o f   wa te r . "  Thank you.  

MRS. WUNNICKE: Does the  panel  have  any  questions o f  M r .  R i p l e y ?  

(No response).  M r .  Michael  Coumbe? C--0--U--M--E--E. M r .  Michael  Coumbe. 

UNIDENTIFIED PERSON: I t h i n k   h e   i s   o u t   o f   t o w n .  I t h i n k  he  probably 

i n tends   t o   submi t  a w r i t t e n   t e s t i m o n y .  

MRS. WUNNICKE: Okay.  Thank you. M r .  Car los Freeman.  (No  response) 

Gerogia  Linea Hodge. I beg  your  pardon. Okay, you   a re  Mr. Freeman? 
0 

MR. CARLOS  FREEMAN: Yeah. I am a f isherman  and a l a n d   s u r v e y o r .   I ' v e  

been a r e s i d e n t   o f  Homer f o r   t e n   y e a r s  and a f i s h e r m a n   f o r  20 yea rs .  I'm 

depending  on n a r t  of my income  from  f ishing.  The  Homer's economy i s  l a r g e l y  

based  on f i sh ing ,   as   you  know. I p e r s o n a l l y   f i n d  i t  h a r d   t o   i m a g i n e   a n y t h i n g  

t h a t   i s   l e s s   c o m p a t i b l e   t h a n   f i s h  and w i l d l i f e  and  petroleum. I p e r s o n a l l y  

have witnessed  two o i l   s p i l l s   i n   C a l i f o r n i a ,  and was i n v o l v e d   i n   h e l p i n g   c l e a n  

up on one o f  them  and I t ook  f i l m s  o f   t h e  damage t h a t  was c a u s e d   b y   t h e   s p i l l  

and t h e   r e s u l t a n t   d e a t h   t o   w i l d l i f e .  Anyone hav ing   the  ill f o r t u n e   o f  

w i t n e s s i n g   t h e   s p i l l   w o u l d  most ce r ta in l y   unders tand   t he   conce rn  I have and 

I'm sure a l o t   o f  us have f o r  an o i l   s p i l l   o f  any s o r t   h e r e .  I d o n ' t   f e e l  

we can r i s k  something o f   t h a t   s o r t   h e r e .  I t r u l y  hope t h a t   t h i s   s a l e   i s   n o t  

a l l o w e d   a n d   t h a t   f i s h   a n d   w i l d l i f e   a r e   n o t   e n d a n g e r e d  i n  any way and t h a t   t h e  

t o t a l   w e l l   b e i n g   o f   t h i s   a r e a  i s  no t   endangered.   That ' s   bas ica l l y  a l l  I have 

t o  say. Thank you. 

MRS. WUNNICKE: Thank you, M r .  Freeman. Any q u e s t i o n s   o f  Mr. Freeman. 

MR. JONES: Ah, M r .  Freeman, t h e   b o t t o m   l i n e   t h e n   o f   y o u r s  was n o t   t o  

d e l a y ,   b u t   t o   a c t u a l l y   c a n c e l   t h e   s a l e ?  

MR. FREEMAN: R i g h t .  
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MRS. WUNNICKE: Georgia Lennea  Hodge? 

MS. G E O R G I A  L E N N E A  HODGE:  Good afternoon. I'm a resident  of Homer, 

a n d  I have l ived  in Alaska fo r  28 years .  

MRS. W U N N I C K E :  Can  you speak u p  j u s t  a l i t t l e   b i t ,   p l e a s e ?  

MS. GEORGIA L E N N E A  HODGE:  Okay. The Draft EIS reads  "Groundfish, 

hal ibut ,  and other  populations  of  fish  species may be reduced by the e f fec ts  0 

o i l   s p i l l s  t o  some unquantifiable amount during  the  l ife  of the proposal  in 

the Shel ikof   Strai t  area." This i s   e spec ia l ly   t rue  of  halibut,  a species 

widely d is t r ibu ted   wi th in   the   S t ra i t  and i t s  larvae  are  subject  to  pollution 

r i sk   fo r   s ix  months of the year.  The salmon generally are the most vulnerable 

of  the commercial species  of  pollution  events due t o  t h e i r  independence on 

inshore  areas. Pink salmon populations are more suscept ible  t o  the   e f fec ts  o f  

pollution. The  egg and  larvae formed of  crab  species  are most suscept ible  t o  

the e f fec ts  of pollution  events,  although  the  cumulative  effects  of  the 

increased  oil and gas  production a n d  t ransportat ion  could  direct ly   affect  a d u l  

crab  populations  to a n  unknown extent t o  contamination  or  reduction of  food 

sources. We depend economically on a f ishing  industry,  and  the work involved 

with  oil  development and  the  related  industries  are  far  too  high. Homer i s  

one of the most beautiful  communities in  the world as the growth of  our  touris 

industry  indicates.  I am sens i t i ve   t o  my environment and  w i l l   s t r i ve  t o  

preserve the qua l i ty   o f   l i fe   as  i t   i s  today. As a local  business  person, a 

native  Alaskan, and a private  ci t izen  of Homer, I w a n t  i t  on record t h a t  I 

strongly  oppose the OCS o i l  and  gas l ea se   s a l e  no .  60. 

D 

MRS. W U N N I C K E :  Any questions  of Ms. Hodge?  (No response).  Thank you. 

Mr. Tupper? Mr. Stunorov? Mr. Bob Schiro? S--C--H--I--R--0, Mr. Ray W. Hoc 
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MR. RAY W .  H O D G E :  I am a concerned c i t izen  and business owner of the 

local area here. I am opposed t o  the OCS lease sa le  number 60 f o r  a number 

of reasons, o n l y  a few of which I will have time to  cover. I think my feeling 

a re   a l so  shared by the  majority of people  in t h i s   a r ea .  I own a foodstore  riS 

down town and  in the l a s t  two  weeks have seen 100 of my customers s ign a 

pe t i t ion  t h a t  says, "No, we do not w a n t  any lease sa le  in  ou r  a rea ."  I feel  

this   represents  a l a r g e ,   i f  n o t  a majoral, p a r t  of the  local  population. Most 

of the people I know in   t h i s  town l i ve  here because i t   i s  a very  beautiful p l a  

t o  be and the natural  resources are plent i ful  and  easy t o  come by. Most of tt. 

people t h a t  I know depend on the sea l i f e   i n  the Bay f o r  a sizeable  portion o f  

their   food.   I f  you a t t ack   t h i s  food  chain from the very  bottom--in  other worc 

o i l   s p i l l s  and production  pollutions--you harm or  el iminate  the  populations 01 

sea l i f e  t h a t  I and many others  of th i s   a rea  depend on. 

0 

Petroleum i s   no t  w h a t  I intend t o  digest  with my meals,   yet  i t  remains 

in the ecosystem and often  times compounded adverse  effects   in  the upper level 

of  the  food  chain, which i s  me.  The Impact Statement r e fe r s  t o  a 96% chance 

of a s p i l l  o f  1,000  gallons. I t  refers  t o  regular  pollution  emitted from the 

production  of the explorat ion  r igs ,  and t h i s   i s  weighed against  a 5 percent 

chance o f  finding  amarketable  quantity  of  oil .   If  you also  take  into  considel 

the amount  Of opposit ion  that  you will  receive  during these hearings and  the 

f a c t  t h a t  three-fourths  of the people  in  this  area,   support  no OCS a c t i v i t i e s  

here, I c a l l  on you t o  h a l t   t h i s   o i l  lease sale  completely.  The damage t h a t  

will  occur from o i l  and gas a c t i v i t y   i n   t h i s  area c lear ly   o f fse t s   the   benef i t !  

i f  you wish to   ca l l  them t h a t ,   t h a t  would  be h a d  during  the  re la t ively  short  

l i f e  span  of the l ease   s a l e .  
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I s  i t  r e a l l y   i n   t h e   n a t i o n a l   i n t e r e s t   t o   d e v e l o p   t h i s   a r e a ?  I f e e l   t h a t  

na t i ona l   i n te res t   shou ld   be   t o   reduce   ou r  dependence  on o i l   i n   g e n e r a l ,   n o t  

j u s t   f o r   i m p o r t e d   o i l .  I f  we a l l o w   o u r s e l v e s   t o   c o n t i n u e  a s  a gas-guzz l ing 

na t ion ,   there  will be  no  end t o   t h e   e n v i r o n m e n t a l  damages a s s o c i a t e d   w i t h   t h i s  

These a r e   j u s t  a few o f   t he   reasons  I a l o n g   w i t h  a m a j o r i t y   o f   t h e   p e o p l e  

i n   t h i s  town  oppose o i l   a c t i v i t y   i n   t h i s  area and c a l l   f o r  a h a l t   t o   o i l  and 

gas lease  sa le  number 60. 

MRS. WUNNICKE: Any q u e s t i o n s   o f  M r .  Hodge? (No response).   We're 

runn ing   we l l  ahead o f  t ime, so I am g o i n g   t o   c a l l  still i n   o r d e r   i n   w h i c h   y o u  

signed  up t o   t e s t i f y ,   b u t   t h a t   d o e s n ' t  mean we won ' t  come back. Is M r .  Demurs 

here? D--E--M--U--R--S. 

MR. GREG DEMURS: Mrs.  Wunnicke  and members o f   t h e   p a n e l .  As I gaze 

out  through  these  windows  here  today, I see  spread  before me a v i r t u a l  

cornucopia o f   n a t u r a l   w e a l t h  and  beauty;   forests,   and  mountains  and  val leys 

s t i l l   a l i v e   w i t h  game; r i v e r s   r u n n i n g   w i l d ,  undamed and c l e a r ;  and  the  waters 

o f  Kachemak Bay and Cook I n l e t .  I t ' s  f r o m   t h i s   l a n d   t h a t  I draw my s t r e n g t h  

f o r  body  and s p i r i t .  It gives  me s h e l t e r ,  warmth  and  nourishment. As stewarc 

o f   t h i s   l a n d ,  we a r e   o b l i g a t e d   t o  manage o u r   r e s o u r c e s   w i s e l y ,   f o r   o n l y   i n  S O  

doing will t h e   l a n d   c o n t i n u e   t o   r e p l e n i s h   i t s e l f   t h r o u g h   t h e   c o m p l e x   i n t e r -  

r e l a t i o n s h i p s   o f   a l l   t h i n g s  we c a l l   t h e  "web o f   l i f e . "  

Now  we are   faced  by  a management dec is ion.   Should we a t t e m p t   t o  

r e t r i e v e   t h e   o i l  and gas resources  which l i e  beneath  the  ocean f l o o r   o f   t h i s  

reg ion? It i s  a complex  issue. On t h e  one hand, t h e   n a t i o n  needs o i l   f o r  

i t  i s  the  substance we have come t o   r e l y  on t o  keep t h e  cogs o f   o u r  

i n d u s t r i a l i z e d   w o r l d   t u r n i n g .  On t h e   o t h e r  hand, o i l  and  gas  development pos 
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very  real a n d  hazardous risks  to  our  environment and  qua l i ty   o f   l i fe .  I n  

order  to  help us come t o  a decision on this  matter,  perhaps i t  would  be helpfu 

t o  p u t  the relationship between man and his  environment  into a c learer  

perspective.  If one imagines the 15   b i l l ion   o r  so years   s ince the or igin of 

the  universe  as  being  broken down in to  a calender  of 1 2  months, the emergence 

of man would occupy only  the  f inal  10 seconds of the   f ina l  minute of the  f inal  

hour  of the 1 2 t h  month.  We must ask  ourselves now whether we are   wil l ing  to  
a 

jeopardize  the  riches o f  eons  of  evolution  for the shor t  term benefits  which 

a f ini te   resource can bring. 1 have come t o  the conclusion t h a t  we should  not 

In  reviewing  the  Draft  Environmental  Impact  Statement, I came across 

several  points o f  particular  concern t o  me. The f i r s t  and foremost i s  the 

high probabili ty of o i l   s p i l l s  which would occur  if  the proposal were carr ied 

o u t .  Four spills  in  excess  of  1,000  gallons are projected  for lease s a l e  

number 60.  There i s  a 98 percent  chance t h a t  a t  l e a s t  one s p i l l  of t h i s  

magnitude  will  occur. However, when the e f f ec t s  of l e a s e   s a l e  60 p l u s  the 

exis t ing  leases  and tanker a c t i v i t i e s   i n  lower Cook I n l e t   a r e  combined, the 

cumulative  impacts become  much more threatening.  The expected number of major 

spil ls   increases  to  eleven,  with a 99% (plus)  chance  of one or  more major 

s p i l l s   o c c u r r i n g .   I t   i s  the cumulative  effects  of  oil  development which we 

must look a t  closely.  By opening yet   another  area t o   o i l  development, we 

are greatly  increasing  the  potential   consequences  of  chronic  oil   spil ls  

contamination. 

Along with  the  extremely  high  probability  of  oil  spills, i t  should be 

noted that   o i l   spi l l   containment  measures a r e   v i r t u a l l y   f u t i l e   i n   t h i s  

environment. The technology  simply  does n o t  e x i s t .  Containment booms a re  
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functionaly  only  in  seas  less  than  f ive or  s i x  f e e t ;  skimmers in   seas  less  t h a r  

two or three   fee t .  Very rarely  are   the  waters   this  calm in the lower Cook I n l c  

a n d  Shelikof  Strait .   Tidal  action  alone  will   usually abort  containment  effort: 

Furthermore,  studies have shown t h a t  biodegradation  of  oil a n d  evaporative 

losses  are slowed by as much as 90% in  cold  temperatures,  such  as  are  present 

; here. 
9 

The consequences of major and/or  chronic  spills  are  great  indeed. Al l  

forms of marine l i f e   s t a n d  t o  su f f e r :  25  - 75% mortality  of a bird  population 

would occur  in the Shel ikof   S t ra i t ,  the Barren Islands,  Kupreanof S t r a i t ,  and  

Whale Passage. 

Among sea mamnals, sea o t t e r s  and harbor  s ea l s   a r e  perhaps the most 

vulnerable. This i s   pa r t i cu la r ly  sad  in the case  of  sea  otters,  which a re  

now f inal ly   recovering from near ext inct ion due  t o  overharvesting  in  the 

18th and  19th  centuries.  

Spills  couldalso  affect  whales,  particulary  the  endangered  grey,  fin 

~ humpback and possibly sea sha le s ,  which frequent  nearshore  habitats  of  the 

northern Kodiak Archepilago and the Barren  Islands.  There  is no evidence t h a t  

cetacieans  are   able   to   detect  hydrocarbon pol lut ion,  thus these  benthic 

feeders  stand  to be directly  contaminated by the ingestion  of  oil  contaminated 

I food. 

Major commercial, recrea t iona l ,  a n d  subs is tence   f i sh ing   ac t iv i t ies  

! 

i 

s t a n d  t o  be adversely  impacted by proposed  lease sale a c t i v i t i e s .  There would 

project and the  recovery  period  afterwards. C r a b ,  shrimp, sa lmon,  herr ing,  i 

habitat   al teration  could  affect   f ish  populations,   probably f o r  the  l i f e  of t h e  1 

probably be unavoidable  fish  population  reductions,  Chronic  pollution  and/or 

II 376-2449 
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h a l i b u t  and o t h e r   b o t t o m f i s h  and  clams are  commercial   species  which  could be 

a d v e r s l y   i m p a c t e d   b y   o i l   s p i l l s  and o i l   r e l a t e d   a c t i v i t i e s .   L a r v a e  forms of 

a11 O f  these  spec ies   a re   ex t remely   sens i t i ve  t o  o i l   c o n t a m i n a t i o n .  The r i s k s  

a r e   p a r t i c u l a r l y   h i g h   t o   t h e   l a r v a e   o f   h a l i b u t ,   w h i c h   a r e   s u s c e p t i b l e   f l o a t i n g  

on t h e   s u r f a c e   s i x  months o f   t h e   y e a r .  I t h ink   t he   p roposa l  t o  b u i l d  an 

o i l   s t o r a g e  and t a n k e r   l o a d i n g   f a c i l i t y  i n  Anchor P o i n t ,   d i r e c t l y   b o r d e r i n g  

on  an area  which  has  been i d e n t i f i e d   b y   t h e   A l a s k a   D e p a r t m e n t   o f   F i s h  and 

Game, as c r i t i c a l  t o  k ing   , c rab   rep roduc t i on  i s  l u d i c r o u s ,  and shows extreme 

d i s r e g a r d   f o r   t h e   f u t u r e   o f   t h a t   s p e c i e s   i n   t h i s   a r e a .  The f a c t   t h a t   t h e  

l e a s e   s a l e   a r e a   i s   v i r t u a l l y   s u r r o u n d e d   b y   s h o r e l i n e   i n   c l o s e   p r o x i m i t y  assure: 

a 94 percent  chance o f  an o i l   s p i l l   c o n t a m i n a t i n g   c o a s t a l   h a b i t a t s   w i t h i n  10 

days of  occurrence.  Pink  salmon,  the  primary  commercial  salmon  species 

i n  t h i s   a r e a ,   a r e   p a r t i c u l a r l y   v u l n e r a b l e   i n   t h i s   r e g a r d ,  due t o   t h e i r   h i g h  

degree o f   i n t e r t i d a l  spawning.   Other   adverse  impacts   re la t ing  to   commerc ia l  

f i s h i n g   i n c l u d e  loss o f   f i s h i n g   g e a r ,   l o s s   o f   f i s h i n g   a r e a ,   c o m p e t i t i o n   f o r  

l a b o r  and m a t e r i a l s ,   i n a b i l i t y   t o   m a r k e t   f i s h  due t o  f l a v o r   t a i n t i n g ,  and loss 

o f   f i s h i n g   t i m e .  

a 

Furthermore,  subsistence  and  recreat ional   f ishermen,  which  comprize  the 

m a j o r i t y   o f   l o c a l   i n h a b i t a n t s ,  will su f fe r   f rom  sho r tages   o f   cus tomary  and 

t r a d i t i o n a l   r e s o u r c e s ,  and i n c r e a s e d   c o s t   i n   t i m e  and 'money to   rep lace   t hose  

1 osses . 

A s i d e   f r o m   t h e   b i o l o g i c a l   i m p l i c a t i o n s   o f   o i l   d e v e l o p m e n t ,   t h e r e  i s  t he  

whole  realm o f   s o c i a l  and c u l t u r a l   i m p a c t s .  I ' m  s u r e  we a l l  have  our own 

reasons f o r   w a n t i n g   t o   l i v e   n e a r  Homer, A l a s k a ,   b u t   h i g h   o n   t h e   l i s t   o f  most 

o f  us i s   t h e   f a c t   t h a t   t h i s  i s  one o f   t h e   m o s t   b e a u t i f u l   s p o t s   i n   t h e   w o r l d .  
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I d o u b t  i f  many o f  us would care   to   see Homer  become another ugly l i t t l e  

Doom town l i k e  Kenai or Fairbanks. Next t o  commercial fishing,  tourism i s  

iomer’s most important  industry. Oil  development here  could  only hurt t h i s  

vital  p a r t  of our economy. 

I n  the  Draft  Environmental  Impact  Statement, i t   s t a t e s  t h a t  the 

Secretary of Interior  should  disapprove a development and production p l a n  i f  

implementation of the  plan would probably  cause  serious harm t o  the marine, 

coastal ,  or human environment. I think i t   i s   c l e a r  t h a t  such a case  exis ts  

?ere. T h a n k  you. 

7 

MRS. WUNNICKE:  Any question  of Mr.  Demurs?  (No response). T h a n k  you. 

Yr. Ph i l l i p  Brudie? Phill ip  Brudie? Mr. Bill  Bledsoe,  or anyone representing 

I r .  Bledsoe? Jul ie   Cesar ini?  These a r e  a l l  people who are  signed u p  fo r  

3f te r  the dinner h o u r ,  b u t  I wi l l  run t h r o u g h  them quickly  to   see  i f  anyone 

i s  here and  wants t o  t e s t i f y   e a r l i e r .  Marilyn Hammond? Yule Kilcher? 

Is Mr. Kilcher  here? Urn, a representat ive of the Cook In l e t  Crab Fisherman? 

byone  representing a Cook I n l e t  Crab Fisherman? Mr. Walter Phi l l ips?  Mr. 

Earl Cooper? Ms. Joy Post?  Success. 

MS. JOY POST: I am speaking  as a n  owner of a business  in Homer a n d  as a 

subsistence fisherwoman. 

The exis t ing and  the proposed  leasing  act ivi t ies  are most l i k e l y   t o  

resu l t   in  11 major o i l   s p i l l s  which have a b o u t  a 99.5 chance of impacting  the 

surrounding  coastal  habitat. The project  number o f  s p i l l s  means t h a t  the  

nabitats may actual ly  become continual  impacts  for the l i f e  of the project .  

Spi l led  oi l  could pe r s i s t   fo r  up t o  10 years  in  the  area from English Bay t o  

the Fox River  area on the  south  side  of Kachemak Bay. For you people who are 
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no t  familiar w i t h   t h i s ,  i t ' s  the  whole  area  across  there  that   you  can  see, 

Much o f   t h i s   l a n d   i s   d e s i g n a t e d  as  park  land.  There  are  salmon  streams  and 

f i s h   h a t c h e r i e s   l o c a t e d   o n   t h a t   s i d e   o f   t h e  Bay tha t   wou ld   be   a f fec ted  

by a s p i l l .   T h a t   s i d e   i s   a l s o   t h e   m a j o r   f i s h i n g   a r e a   f o r   h e r r i n g  and tanner 

crabs. I t ' s  an  area t h a t  i s  v i t a l   t o   t h e   r e p r o d u c t i o n   o f   t h e   k i n g   c r a b ,  

shrimp  and  the  dungeness  crab. 
a 

No d e f i n i t e   s t u d i e s  have  been made on t h e   e f f e c t s   o f   o i l   t o   t h e   e f f e c t s  

o f t h e   l a r v a e   o f   h a l i b u t .   S t u d i e s  on s i m i l a r  f i s h  have  shown t h e   e f f e c t s  t o  

be l e t h a l .  The b o t t o m   f i s h   i n d u s t r y ,  one j u s t   g e t t i n g   s t a r t e d   h e r e ,   w o u l d  be 

severe ly  as a r e s u l t   o f  an o i l   s p i l l   f o r   t h e   l i f e  of t h e   p r o j e c t ,   w h i c h  i s  

26 years,   and  the  recovery  per iod  a f terwards.  No one  knows how l o n g  a pe r iod  

o f   t i m e  t h e  recovery  period  would  be.  For  salmon, a s i n g l e   a c c i d e n t   o r   c l o s e l ,  

spaced  ones w o u l d   r e s u l t   i n  a major   setback  o f   th is   resource.   Recovery  would 

be  slow  and d i f f i c u l t .  Crab. A ma jo r   sp i l l   wou ld   seve re l y   reduce   t he  

populat ion.  The  egg  and larvae  would  receive  the  impacts .   Should  the  food 

sources become con tamina ted ,   t he   adu l t   popu la t i on   wou ld   be   d i rec t l y   a f fec ted .  

Shr imp.  According  to  the  Impact  Statement,   the  local   shr imp  stocks  would 

d e c l i n e .   C h r o n i c ,   l o w   l e v e l   d i s c h a r g e s   o f   o i l   c o u l d   r e s u l t   i n  a l ong   t e rm 

r e d u c t i o n   o f   t h e   s h r i m p   p o p u l a t i o n   i n   a r e a s   w h e r e   s h i p p i n g   w o u l d   t a k e   p l a c e .  

Clams.  Because o f  t h e   h i g h  number o f   p r o b a b l e   s p i l l s ,   c l a m   p o p u l a t i o n s   c o u l d  b 

r e d u c e d   d u r i n g   t h e   l i f e   o f   t h e   p r o j e c t .   R e c o v e r y   r a t e s  may be  10  p lus  years 

a f t e r   t h e   o i l   i n d u s t r y  i s  through.  

Where o i l   s p i l l s  have  occurred, some research has been  done  immediately 

f o l l o w i n g   t h e   s p i l l   t o   s t u d y  +:,;e e f f e c t s   o f   t h e   o i l  and  marine l i f e .  Long 

te rm  s tud ies  and t h e   l o n g   t e r m   e f f e c t s   o f   t h e   o i l  on  marine l i f e  and how l o n g  
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it takes  var ious  forms o f  m a r i n e   l i f e   t o   r e c o v e r  and  resume  normal l i f e  

pa t te rns  a t  p r e - s p i l l   p o p u l a t i o n   l e v e l s   i s  an unknown fac tor   today .  

Seven y e a r s   a f t e r  a s p i l l   o c c u r r e d   n e a r  West Falmouth,  Massachusetts, i t  

was f ound   tha t   t he   c rab   popu la t i on  had n o t  made a s i g n i f i c a n t   r e c o v e r y .  

S p i l l s  can wash up  on the  shores  or   break  up  before  reaching  the  shores,  

d e p o s i t i n g   t h e   o i l  on  the sea bo t tom  and  po l lu t ing   a reas   where   f i sh   b reed,  

A t  t imes  chemicals will be dumped on o i l   s l i c k s   t o   h e l p   b r e a k  them up. Today 

no one knows i f  these  chemicals do as  much harm o r  more  harm t o   t h e   m a r i n e  lifs 

t h a n   t h e   o i l   i t s e l f .  I am unc lea r  a s  t o  what  methods  would  be  taken  here,  and 

what  long  range damage would  be  done. How much o f   t h i s  damage i r r e v e r s a b l e  

n o t   o n l y   f r o m   t h e   o i l   b u t   f r o m   c h e m i c a l s   i s   r e a l l y  unknown. The area  under 

c o n s i d e r a t i o n   f o r   t h i s   s a l e  has rough  seas  and  strong  winds much o f   t h e   t i m e .  

The Impact   S ta tement   po in ts   ou t   tha t   the  methods t o   c o n t a i n   s p i l l s  can on ly   be  

used when seas a re   be low  s i x   f ee t ,   p rov id ing  a maximum amount o f  equipment i s  

a v a i l a b l e .  The Impact  Statement  then goes on t o  say ,  f rom  past   exper iences a t  

o t h e r   d r i l l s   s i t e s ,   o n l y   t h e  minimum  amount o f  equipment was a v a i l a b l e .  An 

o i l   s p i l l  on the  Nor th Sea w h i c h   r e s u l t e d   i n  a s l i c k  32 miles  wide  and 37 m i l e  

long,  11  vessels, 6,000 y a r d s   o f   i n f l a t a b l e   p l a s t i c  boom cou ld  do n o t h i n g   t o  

c o n f i n e   t h e   o i l  due t o   t h e   h i g h  waves. One Coast  Guard o f f i c e r   s e n t   t o   t h e  

scene  stated,  "There  wasn't  enough  equipment i n   t h e   w h o l e   w o r l d   t o   c l e a n  up 

t h a t  mess." 

The blowout i n  the  Gul f   o f   Mexico  caused a s l i c k  300 miles  by 25 mi les  

a n d   t h e   w i n d   c a r r i e d   t h i s   s l i c k  600 m i l e s   n o r t h .  

One cou ld  go on  and  on w i t h   t h e s e   f i g u r e s ,   b u t  my p o i n t  i s  t ha t   t he   cha r  

o f   c o n t a i n i n g  a s p i l l   o u t   h e r e   w o u l d   b e   p r a c t i c a l l y   i m p o s s i b l e   r e s u l t i n g   i n  
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damage t o  the fishing  industry,  which would  be devastating.  Pollution by o i  

spil ls   continues t o  increase months a f t e r  a spi l l   occurs .  The reason f o r  t h  

i s  t h a t  t he   s t ab i l i t y  of the  sea  bottom  decreases due t o  the  errosion t h a t  

takes  place a f te r   the   p lan ts  have  been k i l l e d .  The pollution then tends t o  

spread  out  further.  This happens n o t  only on the  sea  bottom, b u t  in  streams 

and r ivers  and  marsh areas.  I n  a study  conducted  seven months a f t e r   t h e  

1 

i s  

West F a l m o u t h  o i l   sp i l l ,   t he   wa te r  showed 95% of  the  marine l i f e   a s  dead and  

dying. Nine months a f t e r   t h e   s p i l l ,  there was s t i l l  no signs o f  repopulation 

taking  place. 

The Impact Statement  says t h a t  t h e r e   i s  a low probabi l i ty   tha t  major 

earthquakes,  volcano  interruptions and t i da l  waves will  not  occur. These 

occurrences would have a major e f f e c t  on dr i l l ing  operat ions,   s torage  tanks 

and  pipelines  leadings t o  more major s p i l l s .  

The f ishing  industry  is  a major  industry  in  this area. The town of 

Homer i s  supported by th i s   indus t ry .  The fishermen l ive   here ,  pay taxes  here, 

shop in  our  stores,  keep their   boats   here ,  a n d  leave from here t o  go f i sh ing .  

Many of the  boats  f ish  in  the Bay, other   in   the  Inlet .   Dri l l ing  for   oi l  here 

would be wrong. The resources  obtained from the sea by the  fishermen,would 

be harmed, depleted  in some cases ,  and  a whole way of l i f e  could be wiped o u t  

for  a resources t h a t  i s  n o t  renewable. I think i t   i s  wrong t o  even consider 

taking  these  measures t h a t  will harm such a n  industry.  Our world  population 

is  increasing and  more and more people are having t o  look to   the   sea   for  

protein t h a t  i s  necessary  in a d i e t .  The oceans  belong t o  a l l  of us ,  n o t  

j u s t  t o  o i l  companies. A t  one time  people  thought t h a t  the  oceans  were t o o  

vast a n  area  to  harm. Today we know d i f f e ren t ly  b u t  c o u n t r i e s ,   s t a t e s ,   c i t i e s  
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and o i l  companies c o n t i n u e   t o   p o l l u t e   t h e  oceans  and a l l o w  i t  t o  be done 

because t h e   d o l l a r   b e n e f i t s  seem to   ou twe igh  a l l  e l s e .  The o i l   i n d u s t r y  keeps 

p r o f i t i n g  and p o l l u t i n g  and somehow  some p e o p l e   t h i n k   t h a t   t h i s  i s  okay. The 

emphasis i s  s t i l l  on c lean-up  opera t ions   w i thout   rea l l y   knowing,   because  there  

i s n ' t  much data as t o   t h e   l o n g   t e r m   e f f e c t s   o n ' m a r i n e   l i f e  by o i l   s p i l l s  and 

methods use t o   c l e a n  them  up. We d o n ' t  have the   t echno logy   t oday   t o   con ta in  

t h e   s p i l l s ,   t o   a v o i d   b l o w o u t s ,  and t o   q u i c k l y   r e l e a s e   t h e   p r e s s u r e   t o  

a l l e v i a t e   b l o w o u t s .  The i m p a c t   o f  all o f   t h i s   t o   t h e   m a r i n e   e n v i r o n m e n t  and 

coastal   areas i s  g r e a t  and t h e   l o n g   t e r m   e f f e c t s   a r e  unknown. 

T h i s   r e p o r t  made no men t ion   o f   t he   impac t   on   subs i s tence   f i she rmen   i n  

the  Homer area  al though it ment ions   v i l lages   across   the  Bay. The statement 

says t h a t   t h e   i m p a c t   f r o m   o i l  and gas p r o d u c t i o n  on f i s h   h a r v e s t e d   f o r   s u b s i s t  

purposes are  assessed a t  a h i g h   p r o b a b i l i t y   o f   r i s k   f r o m   o i l   s p i l l   i n c i d e n t s .  

T h i s   y e a r   i n  Homer approx imate ly  215 d i p   n e t   p e r m i t s   a n d  530 s e t   n e t   p e r m i t s  

were  issued t o   i n d i v i d u a l s  and f a m i l i e s   f o r   s u b s i s t e n c e   f i s h i n g .  

Do I read  the   S ta tement   cor rec t ly  and t h a t  i t  says, "One owner o r  

o p e r a t o r   w o u l d   b e   r e q u i r e d   t o   c a r r y  $35,000,000 i n  insurance,  and tha t   wou ld  

be the  maximum amount  and t h a t  a c l a i m   c o u l d   n o t   b e   f i l e d   a f t e r   s i x   y e a r s   f r o r ;  

t h e   d a t e   o f  an o i l   s p i l l ? "   T h i r t y - f i v e   m i l l i o n   w o u l d   h a r d l y   c o v e r   t h e   c o s t s  

of  cleanup, it cer ta in l y   wou ld   no t   beg in   t o   cove r   t he   l oss   t o   t he   f i she rman  

i n   t h i s  a r e a   f o r   e v e n   p a r t   o f  a season.  The c rab ,   t he   sh r imp ,   t he   ha l i bu t  

populat ions and the  sa lmon  could all be  destroyed  by one m a j o r   s p i l l  and many 

of  these  would  not make s u f f i c i e n t   r e c o v e r i e s   t o   b e   c o m n e r c i a l l y   f i s h e d   f o r  a 

l onger   pe r iod  of t i m e   t h a n   s i x   y e a r s ,   y e t  no  compensation a t  a l l  would  be 

a v a i l a b l e   a f t e r   t h i s   s i x   y e a r   p e r i o d .  I d o u b t   l i m i t s   w o u l d   b e   p l a c e  on t h e  
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p r o f i t s   t h e  same companies  would  be  allowed t o  make. 

Fishermen i n   t h i s  area will l e s e   a n   a r e a   t o   f i s h   i n  and sea lanes will 

b e   c l o s e d   t o  them. Some a r e a s   o f   t h e   I n l e t  may be c l o s e d   t o   c o m m e r c i a l   f i s h i n  

a l t o g e t h e r .  The compet i ton  for   dock ing  and  docks ide  space will be  keen, and 

no  doubt, as i n  Scot land, o i l  will t a k e   p r e f e r e n c e   o v e r   f i s h i n g   b o a t s  a t  

the  docks. 

Another   indust ry  I w o u l d   l i k e   t o   t o u c h  on i s  r e c r e a t i o n  and  tourism. 

As Alaska has  grown i n   p o p u l a t i o n ,  Homer has become a p l a y g r o u n d   f o r  more 

and m r e  Alaskan  people who want t o  go t o  a beach  area f o r   f i s h i n g ,   b o a t i n g  

and  camping.  Valdez was once  an  area  people  went  to,   but   not   today.  That 

leaves Homer and  Seward, the   on ly   two  a reas   today   in   the   S ta te   where   peop le  

can d r i v e   t o   w i t h o u t   h a v i n g   t o  make t r a i n   o r   b o a t   r e s e r v a t i o n s  and be h e l d  

to   schedules.  I b e l i e v e  i t  was  i n   t h e  Tams R e p o r t   t h a t   s t a t e d  "25% 

o f   t h e  income i n  Homer i s   t h e   r e s u l t   o f   t o u r i s m . "   F i s h i n g   w o u l d  be  about 75 

percent .  To my knowledge,  no  recent  studies  have  been  done  on  tourism i n  

Homer, no  recommendat ions  have  been  sought  out   speci f ical ly  by  the City as  t c  

ways t o   i n i t i a t e  more t o u r i s m   t o   p r o v i d e   b e t t e r   f a c i l i t i e s   f o r   t o u r i s t s ,   e t  

cetera.   Probably   the City has l o s t  income  because  they  have  not  been  too 

concerned  about  th is.  When t h e   g a s l i n e  goes through,  even  more  people will bc 

moving t o   t h i s   S t a t e  and many o f   these  poep le ,   p lus   the   peop le  who l i v e   h e r e  

now, will b e   p o t e n t i a l   t o u r i s t s   i n   t h i s   a r e a .   P e o p l e  come here  every  sumer 

to   exper ience   ou r   beau t i f u l   t own ,  camp on  the  Spi t , :   go  f ish ing,   and now 

c r u i s e   s h i p s   a r e   s t a r t i n g   t o  come here  on a r e g u l a r   b a s i s .  We hope  soon the  

park will be  developed  across  the Bay which will make Homer a supply  base  for  

t he   peop le   t ha t  will use t h a t   p a r k .   I t ' s  a good i n d u s t r y ;  a c l e a n   i n d u s t r y  a1 

9 
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I no the r   t ha t  i s  r e n e w b l e .  I d o n ' t   b e l i e v e   t h e   I m p a c t   S t a t e m e n t   c o v e r s   t h i s  

I t  a l l  s u f f i c i e n t l y .   I n   c h e c k i n g   y e s t e r d a y  a t  t he  museum, I n o t e d   t h a t  between 

- i n   t h e  l a s t  month 98 t o u r i s t s   f r o m   o t h e r   s t a t e s  have  signed  the  guest  book, 

!3  t o u r i s t s   r e p r e s e n t e d  10 fo re ign   count r ies   tha t   s igned  the   gues t   book .  To ml 

:his i s  q u i t e   i m p r e s s i v e  when y o u   r e a l i z e  i t  i s  n o t   t h e   t o u r i s t   s e a s o n .  Homer 

)ver a p e r i o d  o f  years has become an area  where many ret ired,people  have bough. 

!and and a r e   l i v i n g  on it. Many more people i n   t h i s   S t a t e  have  acqui red  land 

lere and p l a n n e d   t o  make t h i s   t h e i r  home upon  re t i rement .  Will t h e   r e t i r e d  

Ieople who  make up o f  about 25 p e r c e n t   o f   t h e   p o p u l a t i o n   h e r e   b e   a b l e   t o   w i t h -  

; t a n d   t h e   i n f l a t i o n   t h a t   r a p i d   g r o w t h   c a u s e s .  I d o n ' t  know  why t h i s   g r e a t  

p-oup o f   p e o p l e   i n   o u r   t o w n  has  been ove r looked  i n  all t h e   s t u d i e s  and r e p o r t s  

:hat  have  been  done.  But it i s  an i n d u s t r y   a n d  we  seem t o  know a l i t t l e  about 

:L  
I L .  

A r e p o r t  I r e a d   i n   S c o t l a n d ,  a l a n d  much l i k e   o u r  own was very  thought-  

x-ovoking t o  me. T h i s   r e p o r t  was done a f t e r   t h e   o i l   i n d u s t r y  had moved i n .  

The Scots  experienced l i t t l e   i n   t h e  way o f  employment  by t h e   o i l   i n d u s t r y .  

)il p e o p l e   t r a d i t i o n a l l y   i m p o r t   t h e i r  own workers.  The Impact  Statement makes 

J o i n t   o f   t h i s  as  happening  here,  too. The Scots  have  been  hardest h i t  by  the 

Oates o f   i n f l a t i o n  because wages the re   a re   l ow .  The wages i n   t h e  Homer area 

3re a lso   low.  The d e s t r u c t i o n   o f   t h e   l a n d s c a p e  has  been s e v e r e ,   e s p e c i a l l y   i n  

:oastal  towns. The Scots do n o t   g e t   a l o n g   w i t h   t h e   o i l   p e o p l e .  The Impact 

j t a t e m e n t   r e f e r s   t o t h i s a s   h a p p e n i n g   i n   t h e  Homer area a s  w e l l .  Aberdeen 

vhich was t h e   t h i r d   l a r g e s t   f i s h i n g   p o r t   i n   G r e a t   B r i t i a n  has  been s e v e r e l y  

3f fected. Docks were  developed first f o r   t h e   o i l   i n d u s t r y   a n d   f i s h i n g  space 

then came second. I n  many coas ta l   t owns   and   v i l l ages   t oday   t he   f i sh ing   boa ts  
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are  not   g iven  spaces a t  the  docks.  Tnere i s  no c o m p a t i b i l i t y  between  the o i l  

and t h e   f i s h i n g   c r a f t   o f   t h e   c o u n t r y .  The p i p e l i n e  i n  the   Nor th  Sea cou ld  

o n l y  be l a y e d   d u r i n g   t h e  summer  when the  weather  was calm. I f  t h a t  happens 

here,  what  impact will t h i s  have  on t h e   f i s h i n g  and r e c r e a t i o n a l   c r a f t s ?  

Coasta l   towns  c loser   to   o f fsho t -e   f ie lds   a re   the   p laces   most   vu lnerab le  

t o  change. Oil p r o d u c e r s   w a n t   s u p p o r t   f a c i l i t i e s   c l o s e  enough to   m in im ize  

t h e i r   c o s t s .   P e o p l e   i n  Homer have  been  surveyed  and  only  11  percent  of  the 

p e o p l e   l i v i n g   h e r e   w a n t   t o  see r a p i d  changes  and growth.   Seventy-four  percent 

o f   t he   peop le   he re   say   t hey   don ' t   wan t  Homer as a s u p p l y   b a s e   f o r  OCS o r  a s  J 

p l a c e   f o r   p e t r o c h e m i c a l   i n d u s t r i e s .   9 1 . 8   p e r c e n t  o f  t h e   p o p u l a t i o n   i n  Homer 

would  encourage  f ish ing.  

7 

I d o n ' t   t h i n k   t h i s   I m p a c t   S t a t e m e n t  has even  scratched  the  sur face o f  

what e f f e c t s   o i l   b e i n g   d i s c o v e r e d   w o u l d   a c t u a l l y   h a v e   o n  Homer. What happens 

o n s h o r e   a f t e r  a d i s c o v e r y   i s   j u s t   t h e  end o f  a c h a i n   r e a c t i o n .  The dec is ions 

will be made q u i c k l y   b y   t h e   o i l  companies i n   o r d e r   t h a t   t h e y  can  gain  the  most 

p r o f i t   f o r   t h e i r   i n v e s t m e n t .   T h i s  i s  t he   t ime   tha t   t anke rs   ve rsus   p ipe l i nes  

r e f i n e r i e s   v e r e s   s h i p p i n g ,   e t   c e t e r a ,   t h o s e   k i n d   o f   d e c i s i o n s   a r e  made. 

M in im ize   t he   cos t  a n d   m a x i m i z e   t h e   p r o f i t   i s   t h e   i d e a l   f o r   t h e   o i l  company. 

Many smal l   coastal   towns now i n   S c o t l a n d  have a l l   t h e   m a j o r   p r o b l e m s   o f   l a r g e  

i n d u s t r i a l   c i t i e s .  We d o n ' t  need c i t y  problems  here.  Today we d o n ' t  bave 

water and  sewer  services i n  many r e s i d e n t i a l   a r e a s .  We have  no  storm  sewers 

or  adequate  drainage  plans  worked  out.  We have  marg ina l   so i ls ,   mudsl ides 

occur   occas iona l l y  as w e l l  as  f l o o d i n g .  It i s  n o t   a n   a r e a   t h a t   c o u l d  accommoc'i 

r a p i d   p o p u l a t i o n   g r o w t h   o r   i n d u s t r i a l   g r o w t h   t h a t   i s   o i l   r e l a t e d .  We have 

good indus t r i es   he re   t ha t   a re   dependen t  on c lean   wa te r ,   c l ean  air and a b e a u t i i  
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environment, and they  are  growing. We d o n ’ t  have  any  organized  crime,  drug 

problems tha t   a re   severe ,  massage p a r l o r s ,   o r   o t h e r   u n d e s i r a b l e   t h i n g s   t h a t  

combat  zones  have  where o i l  has moved i n .  Our  income may no t  be h i g h ,   b u t  

we know we a r e   r i c h .  And f o r  those o f   y o u  who a r e   n o t  familiar w i th   A laska ,  

go t o  Fairbanks, go t o  Anchorage, go t o  Valdez,  and  you will see what I am 

t a l k i n g   a b o u t .  We have  beaut i fu l   scenery ,  we get  our  food  f rom  the  ocean, 

we have b e r r i e s   t o   p i c k ,   g a r d e n s  t o  grow  and t h e   a v a i l a b i l i t y   o f   b o t h  summer 

and w in te r   spor ts .   There  i s  no j u s t i f i c a t i o n   f o r   w i p i n g   o u t   o u r   p r e s e n t  

i ndus t r i es   o r   ou r   renewab le   resources .   The re   i s  no j u s t i f i c a t i o n   t o  do damage 

to  our  environment:   marine,  coastal   and human. I am opposed t o   t h e   s a l e  and 

thank  you. I would l i k e  t o  s u m i t   f o r   t h e   r e c o r d   t h e   e d i t o r i a l   t h a t   a p p e a r e d  

i n  l a s t  week’s Homer paper. I w o u l d   a l s o   l i k e   t o   s u b m i t  a l e t t e r   t h a t  appeare 

i n   t h e  New York  Times, w r i t t e n   t h i s  summer by a young man t h a t  came up here.  

He camped o n   t h e   S p i t ,   w r o t e   t h i s   l e t t e r  a t  home, and I d o n ’ t  know how t h e  

New York  Times g o t   a h o l d   o f  it, bu t   t hey   pub l i shed  it. I th ink  what  he--an 

o u t s i d e r  has t o  say  about Homer i s  t h e  way most o f  us fee l   about  i t . Thank y o  

0 

MRS. WUNNICKE: Any q u e s t i o n s   o f  Ms. Pos t?  M r .  Reed: 

MR. REED: J u s t   t o   g e t   t h e   r e c o r d   s t r a i g h t ,   a r e   y o u  opposed t o   t h e   s a l e  

~ t o t a l l y   o r   t o   o n l y  i t s  p r e s e n t   c o n f i g u r a t i o n  and i f  you  are  not   opposed  to  i t  

~ t o t a l l y ,   c o u l d  you suggest,   or   would  you  suggest,  some o t h e r   c o n f i g u r a t i o n ?  

! 
! 

~ 

MS. POST: I am opposed t o   t h e  sale  t o ta l l y .   (Aud ience   app lauds ) .  

MRS. WUNNICKE: Joyce Dey? D- -E- -Y .  Is t h e r e  a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e   o f  

KANA here.  Kodiak-- 

MR. DSBORNE: I’m w a i t i n g   f o r   t h e   r e s u l t s   f r o m  Kodiak,  and s o  I 

w o n ’ t  b e   p r e p a r e d   u n t i l   a f t e r   d i n n e r .  
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MRS. WUNNICKE: Al l  r ight .   Fine.  I j u s t  w a n t  as many people who a re  

here who are  signed u p  a f t e r   d i n n e r ,   i f  you w a n t  to   take  this   opportuni ty  t o  

go ahead a n d  t es t i fy .   E i leen  Morrou? M--0--R--R--0--U,  Andre V .  Marrou? 

Gail Phi l l ips?  Carol Griswold? Dean Heusel? 

MR. DEAN HEUSEL: Here. 

MRS. W U N N I C K E :  I th ink  the members of the panel are  interested  in  havin 

a n ice   sea t ,   too ,  so yob are  helping i t  very much. 

MR. DEAN HEUSEL:  What I have t o  say i s  very short and  very  simple. 

As one who has chosen t o  make this   beaut i ful   p lace my home, I am n o t  r ea l ly  

interested  in  supplying  cash-and-carry  jobs  for  Texans,  nor am I in te res ted  

in   creat ing  int imidat ing  prof i ts   for   oi l  companies;  nor am I interested  in  

providing more gasol ine  for  an energy  unconscious America. 

I am interested  in  supplying  our  local  f ishing economy with a s a f e  

environment for  continued  renewable  fishing  resources. I believe t h a t  the  

proposed oil   lease  sale  threatens  this  marine  environment.  

Homer i s  a most unique  area, and while I see t h a t  continued economic 

growth i s   i n e v i t a b l e ,  I a l so   see  t h a t  i t  must be undertaken  with  great  fore- 

s igh t  and wise r e s t r a i n t ,  and n o t  with  the  simple  att i tude t h a t  b igger   i s  

b e t t e r .  

I oppose o i l  development  in  the lower Cook I n l e t .  T h a n k  you. 

MRS. WUNNICKE: T h a n k  you, Mr. Heusel. Any questions? he no response) 

(Audience  applauds). Mr. Gregory Ragon? R--A--G--0--N. Jane  Nevitt? 

M R .  BOB SCHIRO: I ' l l  speak. I was t o  speak e a r l i e r .  

MRS. WUNNICKE: Ah, who are  you? 

MR. SCHIRO: My name i s  Bob Schiro. 

-47- 

the workshop 
-m .srulI. 

-Pb=mb=nI=#...LIm 
p a L . . l s 4 r r i i l r . ~ W 6 n 7  

37bu19 



I 

t 

5 

1( 

11 

l i  

I! 

14 

1 5  

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

2 2  

2 3  

2 4  

2 G  

MRS. WUNNICKE: Oh, Sch i ro .  M r .  Sch i ro ,   you   a re  a commercial  f isherman? 

MR. SCHIRO:  Yeah, I am a commercial  f isherman  here,  and one t h i n g  I 

happen t o   n o t i c e  on the  Environmental  Impact  Statement was t h a t   t h e r e  was no 

r e c o g n i t i o n   o f   t h e   ( I n d i s c e r n i b l e )   g r o u n d s   t h a t   e x i s t   o f   A u g u s t i n e   I s l a n d .  

Now, ah, I ' v e   f i s h e d   h a l i b u t   i n   o t h e r   p l a c e s  and t h i s   y e a r ,  I f i shed   he re .  

There  were  perhaps 50 boa ts   f i sh ing   t hose   wa te rs   ove r   t he re .  Now, I don ' t   kno i  

how  many people  would  be  supported  by  those 50 boats ,   but   you  have  the 

i n d i v i d u a l s   f i s h i n g  on t h e   b o a t s ,   t h e i r   f a m i l i e s ,   t h e   c a n n e r y   w o r k e r s  and the  

s p i n - o f f   i n  town. I j u s t  wanted t o  make t h a t   p o i n t ,   t h a t   t h a t  i s  one resourcc 

tha t   wou ld   be   very  much endangered  by  any  sort o f   e x p l o r a t o r y   o i l   s p i l l   o r  a f l  

t h e   f i e l d s   h a v e  been  developed  over  there. 

I guess,  ah, my main   fee l ings   as  a f i s h e r m a n   w i t h   t h i s   d r i l l i n g  i s  t h a t  

i t  doesn ' t  make very  good sense. When I read  the  Environmental   Impact  Statemc 

i t  l o o k s   t o  me l i k e  it says t h a t   t h e r e   i s  a 5 percent  chance o f   t h e r e   b e i n g  

a recoverable amount o f   o i l   o u t   t h e r e .   W e l l ,   w h a t  we a r e   b e i n g  asked t o   t r a d e  

t h a t  5 percent  chance i s  b a s i c a l l y   t h e   r i g h t   t o   f i s h   h e r e   a n d  when I say 

"here" I mean  Kachemak Bay. Now  we have  had o i l   e x p l o r a t i o n   h e r e   f o r   q u i t e  a 

few years  and I w o u l d   e s t i m a t e   t h a t   t h e r e   i s   p r o b a b l y   a b o u t  7,000 dungeness 

p o t s   t h a t   f i s h   o u t   h e r e   i n   t h e  mouth o f   t h e  Bay. Ah, i n  a y e a r ,   t h e   r i g  

tenders  are  going  back  and  for th,   the  average loss I w o u l d   p u t   a t   a b o u t  20 

percent .   That  means t h a t   a f t e r   y o u   g o t  done f i s h i n g  and  you  pu l led  your   gear ,  

you would  have a loss o f   a b o u t  20 percent .  Now, n o t  a l l  t h a t   l o s s  i s  

a t t r i b u t a b l e   t o   r i g   t e n d e r s .  I would say t h a t  1 0   p e r c e n t   o f   t h a t   l o s s  i s  

a t t r i b u t a b l e   t o   s h i p   t r a f f i c ,   p r i m a r i l y   r i g   t e n d e r s .  Now, i n  any k i n d   o f  

developmental  process, we a r e   g o i n g   t o  have  more t r a f f i c   t h a n  we have  had i n  
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past  because we only  had  two s m a l l  r i g s   o u t   t h e r e  and t h e y   w e r e n ' t   b e i n s  

serv iced all t h e  t ime  which  they  would  be i f  you  had  the  complete  sale up and 

down. SO r i g h t   t h e r e ,   b a s i c a l l y  what   you   a re   do ing   i s ,  ah,  you a r e   t a k i n g  whal 

i s  r i g h t  now a m a r g i n a b l e   p r o f i t a b l e   f i s h e r y   t h a t  dungeness f i s h e r y   f o r  us--  

t h i s   y e a r  we were g e t t i n g  50c a pound. It f l u c t u a t e s  and  what we will be  doin!  

y b r i n g i n g   r i g   t e n d e r s   t h r o u g h   t h e r e  i s  making i t  uneconomica l   f eas ib le   f o r  

us t o   f i s h   o u t   t h e r e .  Now already  you  have a s i u t a t i o n  where   beh in2   t he   So i t  

it i s  n o t   p r o f i t a b l e   t o   f i s h   f o r   a b o u t  a t h r e e   o r   f o u r   m i l e   r a d i u s   b e c a u s e  

boats come i n  and t h e r e   i s n ' t  adequate  space f o r  them t o   u n l o a d  a t  t h e  dock 

and i t  i s   t o o  much work f o r  them t o   d r o p   t h e i r   a n c h o r  so t h e y   c i r c l e .  They 

c i r c l e  a t  n i g h t ,  and so ,  dur ing  our   tanner   season,   which i s  t h e  w a y - - i t ' s  

dark   a lmost   a l l   the   t ime  f rom,   oh ,   four ,   you  know, u n t i l   e i g h t   i n   t h e   m o r n i n g ,  

you  have  those  boats c i r c l i n g   o u t   t h e r e .   W e l l ,  come morn ing   t he re ' s  maybe 

50 po ts   m iss ing   because   t hey   j us t   cu t  them o f f .   B a s i c a l l y ,  what  happens i s ,  

d e  c a n ' t   f i s h   b e h i n d   t h e   S p i t  any l onger ,  and t h a t ' s   a b o u t  a t h r e e   m i l e   r a d i u s .  

That 's  a l o t   o f   c r a b b i n g   i n   t h a t   g r o u n d s .   T h a t   h a p p e n s - - r i g h t  now I ' v e   g o t  my 

gear--1  want t o   b r i n g  my g e a r   c l o s e r   t o   t h e   S p i t ,   b u t  I have t o   s t a y   a b o u t   f o u r  

m i l e s   o f f   t h e   S p i t   o r   e l s e   t h e   g e a r   l o s s  will o a t  me up. We are   be ing   asked 

f o r   t h e  sake o f   t h e   o i l   o f  a p o s s i b l e   f i v e   p e r c e n t   d e v e l o p m e n t   t o   g i v e   u p   t h e  

r i g h t   t o   f i s h   n e a r   t h e  Spi t  and  a lso   ou t   here   on   the   mouth .  Now, t h e o r e t i c a l l )  

we have  sh ipp ing   lanes .   Wel l ,   un for tunate ly ,   our   sh ipp ing   lanes   don ' t   work  

because i f  y o u   f i s h  i n  t h e   s h i p p i n g   l a n e s ,   y o u   g e t   c u t   o f f   b y   t h e   r i g   t e n d e r s  

and a l l  t h e   n t h e r   s h i p s .   B u t   t h e   s h i p s   d o n ' t   f o l l o w   t h e   s h i p p i n g   l a n e s ,  and 

t h e   s h i p p i n g   l a n e s   c a n   f l i p .   F o r  example, d u r i n g   k i n g   c r a b  season, t h e r e ' s  

a ma jor   sh ipp ing   lane   over   there  on the   o the r   s ide   wh ich  happens t o   b e  a ma jo r  
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king  crab  area and so, all t h o s e   p o t s   o v e r   t h e r e   a r e   i n   d a n g e r .   W e l l ,   t h i s  

area i s  c o m p l e t e l y   c o v e r e d   w i t h   h a l i b u t ,   w i t h  dungeness  gear i n   t h e   c e n t e r  

p a r t  and then  you  ge t   over   here ,   and  the   on ly   a rea   tha t   you   can   use ,  i s  t h i s  

quarry   over   here.  I t ' s  t h e   o n l y   a r e a   t h a t  i s  p o t e n t i a l l y   f r e e   o f   g e a r .  So, 

r i g h t  now what we do i s ,  we f i s h  whereever we have t o  and we t a k e   t h e   l o s s  

because  no one i s  f i s h i n g   i n   t h e   s h i p p i n g   l a n e s  and we a r e   j u s t   l o o s i n g   t o o  

much ground  otherwise.  With  more  development  you  get more boats   no t   obey ing  

the  sh ipp ing  lanes.  The f o u r   b o a t s   t h a t  come i n  h e r e   d o n ' t  obey  them,  and 

then  the r i g  tenders  have  been  the  worse i n  my exper ience  because  the r i g  

tenders  operate  on  schedules  and so they  come i n - - t h e y  will come i n   t h e  

qu ickes t  way t o   t h e   h a r b o r .  And t h e n   t h e y   w a n t   t o   g e t   i n  and  they  want t o   g e t  

ou t .  They will j u s t   c i r c l e   h e r e   b e h i n d   t h e   S p i t ,   g e t   t h e i r   l o a d   o f   w a t e r  

and whatever   e lse   they   have  to  do,  and then  they will t a k e   o f f  and  head  out. 

And  when they  go t o   A u g u s t i n e ,   t h e y   d o n ' t  go on   the   sou th   shore ,   they   don ' t  

go on the   nor th   shore ,   because  thoso  p laces   a re   ou t   o f   the i r  way. They j u s t  

head out   through a l l  our   gear .   There 's  a n o t i c e a b l e   d i f f e r e n c e .   L i k e  l a s t  

w i n t e r ,   t h e   d i f f e r e n c e   i n   t h e   t a n n e r   g e a r   l o s t   b e t w e e n   l a s t   w i n t e r  and ou r  

dungeness gear  loss now i s  n o t i c e a b l e .  Now, the   t anner   po ts - -  

3 

MRS. WUNNICKE: Are  you  having  more  loss now? 

MR. SCHIRO: No, we a r e   h a v i n g   l e s s   l o s s  now. I t ' s  been  not iceable  s ince 

t h e   r i g   t e n d e r s  have moved out  because, see, t h e r e ' s  t w o   e x p l o r a t o r y   r i g s  

o u t   h e r e   t h a t   a r e  gone now. Ah, tanner  gear i s  heavy  and i t  doesn ' t  move. 

Ah, t h e   t i d e s   d o n ' t - - w i t h  dungeness  gear  you  have a s i t u a t i o n  where t h e   t i d e s  

b r i n g   k e l p   i n  and i t  wraps  around  buoys. Some o f  your  gear i s   d r u g   o f f   b y  

tha t .   We l l ,  some o f  the  gear  i s  c u t   o f f .  Tanner  gear i s n ' t   l i k e   t h a t .  It 
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a heavier  gear.  It d o e s n ' t  go anywhere,  and y e t ,   i n   t h e   s h o r t   t a n n e r  season, 

I had a 10  percent  gear loss i n  a season o f   f o u r  weeks.  Well, I know where 

my gear  went t o .  Most  everybody e lse  o u t   t h e r e   f i s h i n g  knew where t h e i r  

gear   went   to .   There 's   on ly  one  answer. I mean, i t  was c u t   o f f   b y   t h e   b o a t s .  

Now, I d o n ' t  know i f  it was c u t   o f f   b y   f i s h i n g   b o a r s   o r  i f  i t  was c u t   o f f  by 

ric! boats ,   bu t  I do  know t h i s .  The f i s h i n g   b o a t s   f i s h   d u r i n g   t h e   d a y l i g h t  

hours,  and  the r i g   t enders   run   any t ime .   A l so ,  I know a f i s h i n g   b o a t  i s  a who1 

l o t  more  maneuverable  than a 150 f o o t   r i g   t e n d e r .  I guess t h a t   p r e t t y  much 

covers  what my main   ob jec t ions   f rom  persona l   exper iences   a re   to   the   sa le .  

There  are a l o t   o f   e n v i r o n m e n t a l   r e a s o n s   f o r   w h a t ' s   w r o n g   w i t h  it, b u t  as a 

f isherman,  based  on  what's  happening, i f  t h e   i n c r e a s e   i n   a c t i v i t y  makes Kachem 

Bay a worse and worse  place t o  b e   f i s h i n g ,  maybe t h a t ' s  okay, maybe i t ' s   n o t .  

maybe i t ' s  a t r a d e o f f .   C e r t a i n l y   t o  me i t  i s   n o t  okay. It takes my a b i l i t y  

t o  make a l i v i n g   h e r e  away f rom me and fo rces  me t o  go f i s h i n g  somewhere e l s e  

where I d o n ' t  have t h a t   c o n f l i c t .  To  me, it doesn ' t   appear   t ha t  what we 

s t a n d   t o   g a i n  i s  wor th i t . That 's   based  on my reading  the  Environmental  

Impact  Statement. Now, perhaps  the  chances--perhaps  the  o i ls   companies  aret i l t  

being--maybe  they  found a l o t   o f   o i l   o u t   t h e r e  a n d   t h e y   p u l l e d   t h e   r i g s   o u t  

so that - - they  probably   have all t h e   b i d d i n g   a g a i n s t  them o r   someth ing   o f   t ha t  

na ture .  I t ' s  h a r d   t o   s a y .   B u t   f o r  a f i v e   p e r c e n t  chance, and i f  tho5e  a re  

t h e   f a c t s ,   t o  me, I c a n ' t   p o s s i b l y  see how it can be wor th  it. 

MRS. WUNNICKE: May I ask  you a quesion? How l o n g   h a v e   y o u   l i v e d   i n  

Homer? 

MR. SCHIRO: I have l i v e d   h e r e  a yea r .  I have l i v e d   i n   S o u t h e a s t  and 

have f i s h e d   i n   t h e   n o r t h .  
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MRS. WUNNICKE: Have y o u   f i s h e d   t h e   S h e l i k o f  Str ,sits a t  a l l ?  

MR. SCHIRn: The S h e l i k o f   S t r a i t s ?  No, I h a v e n ' t   f i s h   t h e   S h e l i k o f  

itrai t s  . 

MRS. WUNNICKE: You a r e   n o t   t h e  one t h a t   a s k e d   t h e n   w h a t   d i f f e r e n c e   i n  

Iopulat ion  Homer's  had i n   t h e   l a s t  few  years? 

MR. SCHIRO: W e l l ,   I ' v e  been  around Homer f o r  a coup le   o f   yea rs ,  and 

iomer i s  growing  tremendously. I t ' s   n o t  a g r o w t h   r i g h t  now, b u t   a c t u a l l y ,   t h e  

growth  has  been  by t h e   o i l  economy, a l t h o u g h   t h e r e ' s  a f a i r  number o f  people 

:hat  work  on  the  Slope  and l i v e   h e r e .   B u t ,  ah, t h a t ' s  one  area I d o n ' t   t h i n k  

:he Environmental  Impact  Statement i s  c o r r e c t   i n   t h e   g r o w t h   p o t e n t i a l   f o r  

iomer. I b e l i e v e  it had Homer doub l ing   by   the   year  2,000, o r  something o f   t h i  

l a tu re ,  and I t h i n k   p r o b a b l y  Homer has  doubled i n   t h e  l a s t  s i x   y e a r s .  

MRS. WUNNICKE: You t h i n k   v e r y   l i t t l e   o f   t h a t  was o i l - r e l a t e d ?  

MR. SCHIRO:  Yeah, a t  leas t   perhaps  a q p i n - o f f ,   o i l   r e l a t e d .  You know, 

3s t h e  economy o f   t h e   S t a t e  has improved,  but  I would  say,  no,  most  of i t  i s  

l o t   d i r e c t l y   o i l   r e l a t e d .  

MRS. WUNNICKE: Any q u e s t i o n s   o f   t h e   p a n e l ?  

MR. ONES: I was wondering.  There i s  a t i t l e ,   o r  a p a r t   o f   t h e  1 aw, 

3r a f ishermen's  compensat ion  sect ion i n   t h e  OCS Lands Act ,   which i s  t h e  

a u t h o r i t y   t h a t   t h e s e   o i l  and gas l eases   t o   be   i ssued   under ,  and my understand. 

3 f  t h a t   s e c t i o n  n f  l a w  i s   t ha t   f i she rmens '   gea r   f a l l - ups   because  o f  o i l  

development, t o  be  compensated i s  t o  go through a c la ims   p rocedure   t ha t  I 

b e l i e v e  NOAA, Nat ional   Oceanographic   Admin is t ra t ion  admin is ters .  Have you pu 

i n   f o r  any c l a i m   i n   t h i s   a r e a 7  

MR. SCHIRO: Well ,   ah, I t a l k e d   t o   f i s h e r m e n   t h a t   h a v e   p u t   i n   f o r   c l a i w  

1 
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o f f   o f  Kodiak  and t o  my knowledge,  unless i t  i s  an a b s o l u t e l y   c l e a r   s i t u a t i o n  ~ 

where  you  can p o i n t   t o   t h e   o f f e n d e r   o f   w h a t   c u t   y o u   o f f ,   o r   w h e t h e r  some o f  ~ 

t hese   guys   tha t   have  success fu l l y   go t ten   the i r   c la ims,   rea l i zed ,   a re  guys t h a t  I 
have o i l   s p i l l s   a f f e c t   t h e i r   g e a r .  A s i t u a t i o n   l i k e   t h a t ,  an o i l   s p i l l ,  I car 

see now  we are  going t o  be  compensated, b u t  I can ' t   see - -un lecs   t he re  was 

some For t   o f   g ra tus   fund,  a fund to   which  f ishermen  could go and say ,  "I 

l o s t   t h i s ,  and t h i s  i s  what I wanted t o  be  compensated f o r . "  I d o h ' t ,  YOU 

know, see how t h a t  i s  go ing   t o   work .  Ah, I r e a l l y   d o n ' t  see how  we a re   go ing  

t o  be  compensated f o r  i t  because  you go o u t  one  day  and  you  count  your  gear 

and you go o u t   t h e   n e x t  day  and t h e r e ' s  45. Who's t o  say where they  went .  

MR. ONES: A d m i t t e d l y ,   i t ' s  a ve ry   ha rd   bu rden   t ha t  NOAA has.  They  haw 

t o  have some e v i d e n c e   t h a t   t h e r e  i s  a connec t ion   t ha t   t he   o i l   deve lopmen t  was 

the  cause,  and a t  t h e  same t ime,  evidence o f   t h a t   e f f e c t  is v e r y   h a r d   t o  come 

by. 

MR. S C H I R O :  I b e l i e v e   t h e y   h a v e   t o   h a v e   p r e t t y  good evidence  f rom  the 

p e o p l e   I ' v e   t a l k e d   t o .  I t h i n k  i t  i s  a v e r y   d i f f i c u l t   t h i n g   t o   p r o v e .  I 

d o n ' t  know o f  anybody o ther   than  the   Kod iak   f i shermen  tha t   have  success fu l l y  

recovered any  money, and a c t u a l l y ,   t h a t  i s  f o r e i g h   v e s s e l s   c u t t i n g  them o f f .  

A lso,   there was an o i l   s p i l l ,  I remember read ing   about ,   tha t   they   recovered.  

MRS. WUNNICKE: Any o t h e r   q u e s t i o n s ?  Thank you ve ry  much. (Audience 

applauds. Mr. Lawrence N e v i t t ?  We will p l a n   t o  go t o   a b o u t  5:30 and then 

take a b r e a k   f o r   d i n n e r .  Thank you M r .  N e v i t t .  

MR. LAWRENCE NEVITT: You b e t .  I spend  most o f  my summer days  making 

a l i v i n g   o u t   t h e r e   i n   t h e  sea. I t a k e   p e o p l e   o u t   c h a r t e r   f i s h i n g  and t h e  

area  that  we f i s h   f o r   h a l i b u t   a r e   o u t   h e r e   i n   t h e   m i d d l e  and  those  are  soneof 
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t h e   b e s t   h a l i b u t   g r o u n d s .  A m a j o r   o i l   s p i l l   w o u l d   n o t   o n l y   h u r t  t.he h a l i b l l t ,  

b u t  i t  w o u l d   a l s o   h u r t   s a l m o n ,   w h i c h   i s   a n o t h e r   v e r y  va 

i n d u s t r y .  I f e e l   t h a t  we need some p l a c e s   t h a t   a r e   s t i  

t o   e n j o y   t h e i r   v a c a t i o n   t i m e .  Homer i s  g r o w i n g   t o   b e  a 

say we t a k e  away t h e   o i l ,   o r  say we a l l o w   t h e  n i l  , and 

,1 

1 

i 

u a b l e   p a r t   o f  our  

1 a v a i l a b l e   f o r   p e o p l e  

t o u r i s t   a t t r a c t i o n ,   b u  

t d e s t r o y e d   o u r   h a l i b u  

sa?mon, o r   d e s t r o y q   t h e   t o u r i s t   i n d u s t r y   h e r e ,   t h a t ' s ,   y o u  know, t h a t ' s   d e n y i n  

t k i r  o p p o r t u n i t y   t o   r e c r e a t i o n .  I guess  you  could  say  that  we b u r n  up a l o t  

o f  gas compared to   the   commerc ia l   f i shermen,  and I w o u l d   g i v e   u p   t h a t ,  ah, 

go ing  out   and  making my l i v i n g   c h a r t e r   f i s h i n g ,   b e c a u s e  I w o u l d   l i k e   t o  see on 

p l a c e   l e f t   t h a t ' s   b e a u t i f u l ,   t h a t   p e o p l e   c a n   e n j o y   t h e   f i s h i n g ,   e v e n   t h e i r  own 

p e r s o n a l   f i s h i n g ,  and i f  you   des t roy - -you  know, t a k e  away t h e   c h a r t e r   f i s h i n g -  

i f - - y o u  know, we want t o   e a t ,  and I f e e l   t h a t ,   y o u  know, o i l   i s  a t h i n g  we e a t  

now. Bu t  i f  we des t roy   t hese   r i ch   g rounds   because   t he re   a re  so many food 

processes  here.   There 's   shr imp.  You know, f i s h i n g   i s  a v e r y   v a l u a b l e  

i n d u s t r y   t o   m a n k i n d  and i f  we, you know--we can  use o i l  now, b u t  i f  we d e s t r o y  

o u r   f i s h   i n d u s t r y   h e r e  as  we do i n   o t h e r   p l a c e s ,   y o u  know, we a r e   d e s t r o y i n g  

eve ry th ing .  We've g o t   t o   e a t .  

MRS. WUNNICKE: How long  have  you  been  runn ing  a c h a r t e r   b o a t ?  

MR. SCHIRO: W e l l ,   t h i s   i s  my f i r s t   y e a r ,   b u t  I c o m n e r c i a l   f i s h e d   t h e  

y e a r   b e f o r e .  I f t o u r i s m  d ied ,  I would  go back   to ,   you  know, commercial 

f i s h i n g ,   b u t  I f e e l   t h a t   t h i s   i s  a, you  know, t h i s   i s  a n   e x c e l l e n t   p l a c e .  

H a l i b u t  i s  becoming a - - i t ' s  becoming a l a r g e   i n d u s t r y   f o r   h a l i b u t  and  salmon, 

t o o .   T h i s   y e a r  was very  poor.  Poor  salmon  season. I d o n ' t  know i f  o i l  had 

a n y t h i n g   t o  do w i t h  i t  b e c a u s e   t h e y   a r e   d r i l l i n g   o f f   o f   K e n a i   b e c a u s e   o i l  i s  

a c u m u l a t i v e   t h i n g ,   b u t  we had a good  pink  run.  There was good pink  salmon 
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f i s h i n g ,   b u t   t h i s   i s   s o m e t h i n g   t o   s e e .  I w o u l d   l i k e   t o  see  an  area  that   would 

be l e f t ,   y o u  know, l e f t   a l o n e  because i t  i s  so r i c h .  Those a r e  some o f   tne  

b e s t   h a l i b u t   f i s h i n g   g r o u n d s   o u t   t h e r e   a n d   t h e   h a l i b u t   l a r v a e  does l i v e   o n   t h e  

s u r f a c e   f o r  a c e r t a i n   p e r i o d   o f   t i m e ,  and o i l  w o u l d   d e f i n i t e l y   a f f e c t   t h a t ,  

as i t  does salmon. You know, i n   t h e   h a r b o r ,   t h e y ' r e   a l w a y s   h a v i n g  a h a r d   t i m e  

when they come i n t o   t h e   h a r b o r   b e c a u s e   o f   t h e   o i l   o r o b l e m  we have  there  and 

l o t s   o f  them a r e   d y i n g .  We had an o i l  problem,  an o i l   s l i c k ,   i n   T u t k a ,   a h ,  

t h i s   s p r i n g  and t h e r e  was  a chance t h a t  a l o t   o f   t h e  f r y  when they  came o u t - -  

t h i s  was i n  March--were  going t o   b e   a f f e c t e d .  They s a i d   t h a t  i t  w a s n ' t   g o i n g  

t o   a f f e c t  them. Some p e o p l e   t h a t  I knew w e r e   w o r k i n g   o n   t h e   p r o b l e m   t r y i n g   t o  

take   ca re  o f  t h e   o i l   s l i c k s   s a i d   t h a t  i t  was p r e t t y   c l o s e ,   t h a t   t h e r e  was a 

l o t   o f   o i l  o n   t h e   s u r f a c e   a n d   t h a t  i t  c o u l d   a d v e r s e l y   a f f e c t   a l l   t h e  salmon 

fry coming  out.  Tutka i s  one o f   t h e  more p r o f i t a b l e   r e p r o d u c t i o n   a r e a s   f o r  

salmon f r y  f o r   t h e   p i n k s .  

MRS. WUNNICKE: There i s  a h a t c h e r y   t h e r e ,   i s n ' t   t h e r e ?  

MR. SCHIRO: R i g h t .  

MRS. WUNNICKE: Do y o u  know t h e   s o u r c e   o f   t h a t   o i l   s p i l l ,   o r  do   you  know 

anything  more  about it? 

MR. SCHIRO: No, n o t  enough t o   d e f e n d  it, or--but  Tutka  Lagoon i s   t h i s  

one   p lace   t ha t  i s  f o r  one  month,   people  that   have  never   f ished i n   t h e i r   l i f e ,  

can go t h e r e .   T h e y   g e t   i n t o  a b o a t ,   p r i v a t e   b o a t   o r   c h a r t e r   b o a t ,   c a n  go o v e r  

t h e r e  and  have a t i m e  i n  t h e i r   l i f e .  Shoot, i n  30 minutes   you   can   ca tch   two 

o r   t h r e e   f i s h ,   s i x   f i s h ,   a n d   j u s t   h a v e   t h e   t h r i l l   o f   y o u r   l i f e .   T h a t ' s - - y o u  

c a n ' t  go t o - - t h e r e ' s   n o t  a l o t   o f   p l a c e s   y o u   c a n   g o   t o   t o  have t h a t  much f u n .  

Thank  you. 
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MRS.  WUNNICKE: A h ,  Mr. Kilcher,  welcome. 

MR. Y U L E  KILCHER: T h a n k  you. I came here  quite  unprepared and I'm  gia, 

t o  have a chance to   s ay  a few words. I d o n ' t  want t o  repeat w h a t  o thers  have 

sa id ,   i f   poss ib le .  I only have  heard two or three of the  previous  testimonie' 

with which I wholeheartedly  agree. I have heen a res ident  of the area f o r  t h l  

be t t e r  p a r t  of 44 years .  I have f ished  in   the  past  a n d  have been ac t ive   in  

other   direct ions.  I am mainly--want t o  say a few things  about   there   hasn ' t  

been a need in general   about  oil   exploration  in the lower Cook I n l e t  and a l so  

Shelikof S t r a i t ,   i f   t h a t ' s  on the program. Ah, I don ' t   see  a need t o  d r i l l  

there .  I think  since  the  impact  of the o i l   d r i l l i n g   i n  such  circumstances 

i s  n o t  f u l l y  known and  granted,   qui te  good progress has been made along  those 

l ines   t echnica l ly   as   to  w h a t  i s  concerned t o   d r i l l i n g   i t s e l f  and the e f f e c t s  

o f  d r i l l i n g ,  the protect ion of the  resources ,  I see  possibly a trend. I 

would l i k e  t o  see t h i s  trend continue. E u t  before we panic and  decide we 

have t o  dr i l l   in   our   waters   here ,  I don ' t   t h ink   t he re   i s  a need na t iona l ly  or 

otherwise, we a r e   s t i l l  the most wasteful  nation  in  the  world. I come home 

from  duck hunting the o the r  day from the  head of the Bay, looking back a t  

the  over  the water, and  we were lucky  i f  we could  see  three  or   four   l ights .  

I t  i s  a sea of e l e c t r i c i t y .  I n  my opinion,   total   waste .  There i s  a 1,000 

l i gh t s  down there .  In my opinion, i t  may be waste. I don ' t   count   the   fac t  

t ha t  gas  p r i ces   a r e   r i s ing .  I welcome t h e   f a c t  t h a t  we a re  becoming resource 

conscious, w h a t  concerns  energy and other  resources,   because  this  nation  r igh 

now i s  a t  the   crossroads,  and  w h a t  nobody learns  without h u r t ,  we've g o t  t o  

hurt more for   lack  of   resources   before  we learn   to   save  w h a t  we have l e f t .  

I would hate t o  see Cook I n l e t  being damaged in the process  of a f r a n t i c  

7 
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search. You  may nave   no t i ced ,   o r   you  will n o t i c e ,   t h a t   t h e r e  i s  q u i t e  a 

p o l a r i z e d   p o s i t i o n   h e r e   i n  Homer. Th is   be ing   t he  end of the   road,  we samples 

of   the  o ld   fash ioned  ext reme  greed,  we have a l s o  samples  here o f   p e o p l e  who a r  

env i ronmenta l ly   becoming  very  consc ious.  I am n o t   a g a i n s t   p r o g r e s s ,   b u t  I hav 

i n   t h e   p a s t   l e a r n e d   t h a t   p e o p l e   a r e   t h e  ones t h a t   a r e   t h e   m o s t   g r e e d y .  

Don ' t   nave  the  wool p u l l e d   o v e r   t h e  eyes  by th i s   g reed .   The re  is no need f o r  

economic  development ?n   Hmer . .  I f  Homer d o u b l e s   a g a i n   i n   t h e   n e x t   t e n   y e a r s ,  

who will p r o f i t   b y  i t? The cannery women will <til 1 g e t   s o r e   f e e t   b y   w o r k i n o  

10  hours a day ,   s tand ing   on   concre te   fo r   the   lowest   pay ,   shamefu l l y ,   the  

l owes t  pay i n   t h e   c o u n t r y .  They will still do i t  i n   t h e   f u t u r e .  The 

e s t a b l i s h m e n t   o f  Homer t h a t  i s  o f  greed,  ask  them t o  come down here  and they  

will n o t  lift a f i n g e r   t o   a l l e v i a t e   t h e   l o t   o f   t h o s e   p e o p l e  who a re   work ing  

t h e   h a r d e s t   t o   g e t   p a i d   t h e   l e a s t .  I f  Homer deve lops   aga in ,   there  i s  no 

assurance  that   those  that   want  more  f rom  development maybe will be o u t  

maneuvered  by t h e   o i l  companies,   but  i n   t h e  meantime,  they will s t i l l  be  poor.  

But  Homer will not   be  Homer a g a i n  as i t  was .  So s i n c e   t h e r e  i s  q u i t e  a few 

u n c e r t a i n t i e s ,   s i n c e   o i l   i n   t h e   g r o u n d  may be  more v a l u a b l e   f o r   t h e   w h o l e  

n a t i o n  as w e l l  a s  f o r   A l a s k a ,   i n  10, 20, 30 y e a r s ,  i f  t h e r e  i s  o i l   i n  30 yea rs  

I v o t e   f o r   l e a v i n g  it there .   (Aud ience  app lauds) ,  

MRS.  WUNNICKE: Thank  you, M r .  K i l c h e r .  Any q u e s t i o n s   o f  M r .  K i l c h e r .  

(No response) Thank you. We apprec iate  your   concern.   (Audience  applauds) .  

Lynn  Bennett? C r a i g  Matthews?  Diane  Spencer? 

MS. DIANE SPENCER: Ah, I g o t   h e r e  a l i t t l e   l a t e ,  and I ' m  s u r e   t h a t  many 

o f   the   o ther   speakers   have  been much more e loquen t   t han  I c o u l d   p o s s i b l y  be 

i n   e x p r e s s i n g   r e a s o n s   f o r   k e e p i n g   t h e   o i l   b u s i n e s s   o u t   o f  Kachemak Bay  and 
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o u t  o f  Homer. I would l i k e  t o  go on record as a res ident  of Homer as  beins 

t o t a l l y  opposed t o  i t ,  urn, a n d  I think i t  could  endanger the well  being o f  o u r  

l i fes ty le   here  and jeopardize the beauty o f  the  environment t h a t  i s  so obvious 

1 feel  t h o u g h  t h a t  a s  a newcomer t o  the a r e a ,  I probably am more justifim 

in  speaking  as a c i t i z e n  of the U.S.  rather t h a n  as  a c i t i z e n  o f  Homer because 

I t h ink   t ha t ' s  w h a t  t h i s   f i n a l l y  comes  down t o  i s  na t iona l   i n t e re s t   a s  opposed 

t o  Alaskan i n t e r e s t .  I t ' s  my opinion t h a t  our country--if  we could  only  take 

time t o  t r y   t o  understand Alaska  rather t h a n  automatical ly   plot t ing how t o  use 

a n d  consume her  resources, we would probablv learn a l o t  from her.  A h ,  the 

place where a l o t  of peop le   a r e   s t i l l  managing t o  develop  r ich and  s a t i s fy ing  

l i fe -s ty les   wi thout  the b.enefit  of luxer ies  t h a t  a l o t  of  Americans  have come 

t o  assume are  necessary.  I d o n ' t  mean to   sugges t   t ha t   a l l  Americans should go  

wi thout   e lec t r ic i ty  a n d  plumbing and take of f  on  some kind  of  mythical moose 

h u n t ,  b u t  I do think t h a t  i t  would be in   our   na t iona l   in te res t ,   i f  we could 

learn from the o l d  Alaskan l i f e - s t y l e  a sense of moderation  in  consumption o f  

resources and renew our  appreciation for creative  inventiveness  with  l imited 

material  need.  Before we r i s k  the loss  of the spec ia l   t reasures   o f fe red  by t h  

S t a t e ,  why not   t ry   to   curb o u r  American greed and concentrate  on c rea t ive ly  

developing non-harm'ul a n d  renewable  energy  sources,  such as  solar enemy. 

As a nat ion,  I would l i k e   t o  see us adopt some of t h a t  stubborn  Alaskan 

independence and  say t o  the  oil   companies,  "We d o n ' t  need a l l  t h a t  you i n s i s t  

upon s e l l i n g  us, and  we don ' t  w a n t  t o  wai t   unt i l   every  las t   drop  of   oi l  has 

been sucked from the earth  before we ser iously  develop  safe  and  viable  

a l t e rna t ives . "  Thank you.  (Audience  applauds). 

MRS. WUNNICKE: T h a n k  you. Mr. James Herbert  of Cape Chacon, Inc? 
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Mr. Richard Knowles  nf Arco. Mr. Knowles, are  you prepared? 

M R .  R I C H A R D  KNOWLES: Yes, I am. My name i s  Richard Knowles. I am tne 

Distr ic t   Dri l l ing  Superintendent   for   Atlant ic   Richfield Company. I ho ld  a 

Master's Degree in  Petroleum  Engineering from the  University  of Texas and  navi 

been involved  in   dr i l l ing  in  Alaska since  1967. I am a 10-year  resident o f  

Alaska. 

Atlant ic   Richfield Company has  been  involved  in'oil and gas  operations 

in  Alaska  since the discovery of the Swanson River  Field  in  1957. We d r i l l ed  

or were partners in  each of the 13  major  oil or gas discoveries  in  Alaska. 

We h a v e  operated  in the "pper Cook In le t  since  the  mid-1960's. 

We would l i ke   t o   exp res s  our s t rong  support   for   Inter ior  Department 

holding S a l e  number  60 on scheduled  as  proposed  as  Alternative 1 in   the D.E.1 

t h a t  we are  speaking  here of today. We have cons is ten t ly  s ta ted  our  approval 

of the  Federal OCS Sale  schedule  as  finalized  in  June of 1980. We a re   fu l ly  

supportive of this   schedule  a n d  are  pleased t h a t  i t  now appears   to  be firmly 

place. A f ixed and  f i rm  sa le   schedule   i s   v i ta l  t o  the eff ic iency  of  any 

plan t o  explore   for  and develop  domestic  oil and  gas   reserves   to   replace  the 

imports t h a t  th is   country now su f fe r s  under. 

As much as we a re  committed t o  e f f i c i en t   exp lo ra t ion  and  development, h 

are  also  comnitted t o  conducting our  operat ions  in  the sa fe s t   poss ib l e  manner 

This  committment to   sa fe ty   equal ly   appl ies  t o  the  protection  of the environme 

Nine exploratory  wells have been d r i l l ed   i n   t he  lower Cook I n l e t   t o   d a t e .  A1 

these  wells were dr i l led   sa fe ly   wi thout  a s i n g l e   o i l   s p i l l .  We would l ike  t c  

s t r e s s   t ha t   t h i s   i s   no t   unusua l .  The American o i l   indus t ry  h a s  a superb recc 

of s a fe   exp lo ra t ion   d r i l l i ng .   Sp i l l s   du r ing   t he  development  stage are r a t e .  
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I n  nearly 15 years o f  platform  operation  in  the upper Cook In l e t   t he re  nas n o t  

been one major damaging s p i l l .  ARC0 i s   c e r t a i n  t h a t  we h a v e  t he  knowledge and 

necessary  technology t o  continue  this  safety  record  in  the  area proposed  as 

l ea se   s a l e  number 60.  

In  1971, the U.S.G.S becan  keeping  records of bbowouts, s p i l l s ,   f a t a l i t i  

and  se r ious   in jur ies  on the   o f fshore   cont inent ia1   she l f .  The f indings  for  t h a  

period 1971 through  1978  were  reported by the U.S.k.S t h i s   y e a r   i n   t h e i r  Open- 

Report 80-101 by E .  P .  Danenberger. The f ind ings   i n   t h i s  report cover  7,553 

wel l s   s ta r ted  and  a l l  production  operations  in  the OCS of America. While 

d r i l l i ng   t hose  7,000 wel l s ,  there were 46 blowouts .  a l l   i n  the Gulf of  Mexico. 

The  sum t o t a l  o f  a l l   t he   o i l   sp i l l ed   du r ing  a l l  kinds of blowouts  during  this 

eight  year  period was 725 barrels. During t h a t  same time  period,  the American 

industry produced 2 .8   b i l l i on  barrels of o i l  from the OCS. None of  the 

exploratory or development  wells which blew u p  caused any o i l   s p i l l  as they 

were a l l  gas  blowouts.  All  of  the 725 b a r r e l s   s p i l l e d  from these blowouts 

occurred  prior  to  1975. The Federal  records would seem in   d i rec t   ' conf l ic t   wi t  

the hue and  c ry   tha t  has  been ra i sed  by the  BLM's DEIS statement and  the 

inflamatory  synopsis  of t h a t  Draft  which was throughly  c i rculated by the  OCS 

Advisory Conanittee t o  t he  Kodiak Borough. 

We recognize  that  everyone  is  concerned  about the environment and  

r i g h t f u l l y  so. We are  also  concerned and feel  t h a t  our   opera t ions   re f lec t  o u r  

committment t o  a clean and safe  environment. The Draft  EIS we are addressing 

today  assesses numerous environmental  impacts  expected to   occur   as  a r e s u l t  01 

Sale number 60. I t  i s   our   exper ience  t h a t  the actual   impacts   resul t ing from 

t h i s   s a l e   w i l l  be f a r   l e s s   s e v e r e  t h a n  those  expressed  in the Draft  Environmer 
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Impact.  AS suppor t ,  we w o u l d   p o i n t   o u t   t h e   l a c k  of de t r imen ta l   env i ronmen ta l  

i m p a c t s   r e s u l t i n g   f r o m   e i t h e r   o u r   o p e r a t i o n s   i n   t h e   u p p e r  Cook I n l e t   o r  our 

d r i l l i n g   o p e r a t i o n s   i n   t h e   l o w e r  Cook I n l e t .  

We a l s o   b e l i e v e   t h a t   t h e   s o c i o e c o n o m i c   i m p a c t s  will be  minimal.  The 

BLM's own Technica l   Repor t  #55 shows t h a t   t h e   s o c i o e c o n o m i c   i m p a c t s   d i d   n o t  

c a u s e   m a j o r   e x p a n s i o n s   o r   l e a d   t o   d i s t r u p t i v e   p r e s s u r e   o n   e x i s t i n g   l o c a l  

f a c i l i t i e s .  It d i d   n o t   o c c u r .  We c o n c u r e   w i t h   t h i s   f i n d i n g  and w o u l d   c i t e  

our  own e x p e r i e n c e   i n   U a j u t a t  and Homer a s  s u p p o r t   f o r   t h i s   i d e a .   I n i t i a l l y ,  

t h e   o i l   i n d u s t r y   e n c o u r n t e r e d   s t r o n   r e s i s t a n c e   i n   Y a k u t a t .  However, as  we 

began t o   l e a r n  more o f  each  o ther  i n   t h a t  community, we f o u n d   t h a t  we had 

common problems  and we d i d   n o t  have common c o n f l i c t s .  We solved  those  probler  

and  worked i n t o  each o t h e r ' s   m u t u a l   b e n e f i t .  Two good  examples o f   t h a t   a r e :  1 

p u b l i c   w a t e r   s u p p l y   i s  now s u p p l i e d  and  augmented  by the   wa te r   sys tem  tha t  we 

p u t   i n   t o   s u p p l y   t h e   t e r m i n a l  and a l l  t h e   f r e i g h t  moved i n  and o u t   o f   t h a t  

town f o r   t h e   l a s t - - f o r   a b o u t   t h e  l a s t  e igh t   mon ths  has moved over   our   dock.  

We a r e   c o n f i d e n t   t h a t   t h e  same c a n   b e   a c c o m p l i s h e d   w i t h   t h i s   r e g a r d   i n   t h i s  

sa le  area  and a l l  s a l e   a r e a s   i n   t h e   f u t u r e .  We s t a r t e d   o u t  a s  o u r   r e l a t i o n s h .  

i n   t h e  town o f  Homer a f t e r   t h e  Kachemak Bay by-back  on  the  leases,  we found 01 

we were   opera t ing  i n  a v e r y   n e g a t i v e   a r e a .   D u r i n g   t h e   p e r i o d   i n   w h i c h  we 

d r i l l e d   t h e   w e l l s  and t h e   e x p l o r a t o r y   w e l l s ,  a s  we became  known i n   t h e  commun 

we f o u n d   o u r   r e l a t i o n s   v a s t l y   i m p r o v e d   w i t h   w h a t  we p r e d i c t e d  was g o i n g   t o  

happen. I b e l i e v e  we h a v e   d e m o n s t r a t e d   t h r o u g h   o u t   r e c o r d   o f   o p e r a t i o n s   t h a t  

the  impacts   expressed i n   t h e  D E I S  a r e   g r o s s l y   o v e r s t a t e d .  We do n o t  mean by 

t h i s   t h a t  we a r e   n o t   s e n s i t i v e   t o   i m p a c t s .  We a re .   Fu r the r ,  we will take  

a l l  necessary  s teps a s  we d i d   h e r e   i n   Y a k u t a t   t o   m i t i g a t e  any   adverse   e f fec t  

0 
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h a t  i s   e i t h e r  imagined o r   ac tua l .  We a r e  a l s o  opt imist ic  t h a t  by close work ' 

and cooperation among a l l  t he   pa r t i e s ,   t he  impacts can be dealt   with t o  the 

sa t i s fac t ion   of  a l l  par t ies  

i 

! 

Ms .  Chairman, we a l so  have a number of  technical comments t h a t  I will 

n o t  burden the  Committee with a t  t h i s  time, but  we will  submit  in  writing 

concerning the DEIS. As many of the other   professionals  who have a l so  spoken 

here  this  evening, we a lso  have se r ious  problems  with  methodology of how t h a t  

was p u t  together .  

0 

MRS. WUNNICKE: T h a n k  you. We wil l  be pleased  to  have  those comments. 

Any questions  of Mr. Knowles? 

MR.  ONES: Since I won't see those comments fo r   qu i t e  some time, a l t h o u  

I will   eventually,   could you j u s t   b r i e f l y   o u t l i n e - - 1  take i t   t h e  comments are  

on t he   o i l   sp i l l   ana lys i s .  The l a s t  comment  you  made on methodology. 

MR. KNOWLES: A h ,  yes ,   i f   you--yes ,   the  methodology  says t h a t  the end 

r e su l t  of i t  and  we've  heard i t  time and time  again, a h ,  t h a t  Impact  Statemen 

has convinced many people  in  this room t h a t  t h e r e   i s  a guarantee of four   o i l  

s p i l l s   o u t  there. Okay? Major c a t a s t r o p h i c   o i l   s p i l l s .  We've operated  for 

14 years  in the upper In l e t ,  a much more severe  environment, a n d  have ye t  t o  

have a major c a t a s t r o p h i c   o i l   s p i l l .  We've got 2.8 b i l l i o n   b a r r e l s  produced 

the OCS over this  t ime  period and  i n  t h a t  repor t   per iod ,   there  were no 

c a t a s t r o p h i c   s p i l l s .  When you look a t  the s p i l l s  from production  pipeline 

and  tanker t ranspor ta t ion ,  there i s   s t i l l  no major s p i l l .  By the   federal  

records  themsel ves-- 

MR. ONES: Okay. You would-- 

MR. KNOWLES: --would t e n d  t o  negate   the  fact  t h a t  there  are  going t o  b 
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f o u r   s p i l l s  i n  t h i s   a r e a ,  

MR. ONES: Okay.  Your  methodology  question  then i s   r e l a t e d   t o   t h e   w n o l e  

model r a t h e r   t h a n   t o  i t s  a p p l i c a t i o n   i n   i t s   a r e a ,   o r  more g e n e r i c a l l y ,   i t s  

a p p l i c a t i o n - -  

MR. KNOWLES: I s e r i o u s l y   q u e s t i o n   w h a t   t e c h n i c a l   d a t a   t h a t  model came 

from  because i t  d o e s n ' t   a p p e a r   i n   t h e  EPA records ,  i t  d o e s n ' t   a p p e a r   i n  

Coast d t a r d   r e c o r d s ,  i t  d o e s n ' t   a p p e a r   i n  U.S.G.S r e c o r d s   t h a t   t h a t   k i n d  o f  

s p i l l   h i s t o r i c a l l y   o c c u r s .  Those a r e   t h e   o n l y   t h r e e   p e o p l e   c h a r g e d   w i t h  

keep ing   those  records .  So t h a t ' s  my ques t ion .  I f  i t  d o e s n ' t   a p p e a r   i n   t h e i r  

records,  it has n o t  happened i n   t h e   p a s t ,  why  we p r e d i c t  i t  f o r   t h i s   s a l e .  

Okay? I r e c o g n i z e   t h a t  a D r a f t  Env i ronmenta l   Impact   Statement   must   be  wr i t ten 

by l a w  t o   a d d r e s s   t h e  worse poss ib le   env i ronmen ta l   t h ing   t ha t   can   happen .  My 

p o i n t   b e i n g ,  I t h i n k   w e ' v e   s t r e t c h e d  it t o   t h e   b r e a k i n g   p o i n t   i n   t h i s  D r a f t  

Statement. I f  you go back  and  compare t h e  BLM's  Report 55 t h a t  I e l u d e d   t o  

and compare t h a t  word   by   word ,   chapter   by   chapter ,   fo r   what   the  D r a f t  

Environmental   Impact  Statement i s  f o r   t h a t   a r e a   t h a t  we j u s t   g o t  done d r i l l i n g  

ou t   t he re ,   you  will see t h a t   t h a t  D r a f t  Statement was a g ross   exangera t i on   f o r  

what   actua l ly   happened.  I r e c o g n i z e   t h e   c o n s t r a i n t s   b y  l a w  t h a t   t h e  Land 

Management people  have t o   w r i t e   t h o s e   u n d e r .   B u t  I b e l i e v e   t h a t  we have 

overs ta ted   the   po in t   to   where   the   layman  can ' t   unders tand  the   methodo logy  and 

can ' t   unders tand   t he   ac tua l   impac t  i f  i t  r e a l l y   o c c u r s   b e c a u s e   t h e r e   i s   n o t h i r  

i n   t h e r e   a b o u t   t h e   t r a c k   r e c o r d .  I t s  p r e d i c t i o n s .  

MRS. WUNNICKE: Would you  have  the same r e s p o n s e   w i t h   r e s p e c t   t o   t h e  

f i r s t  Cook I n l e t   s a l e ?  Had t h e r e   b e e n   p r o d u c t i o n   i n   t h a t   a r e a ,   w o u l d   t h o s e  

predict ions  have  been  any more accu ra te?  
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MR. KNOWLES: 1 c a n   o n l y   a n s w e r   t h a t   i n   t e r m s   o f  how f a r  o f f   t h e  D r a f t  

Statement was on t h e   e f f e c t   o f   t h e   e x p l o r a t i o n   d r i l l i n g .  I n  otner   words ,  we 

d r i l l e d   e x a c t l y  what we s a i d  we w e r e   g o i n g   t o   d r i l l   i n   t h e   e x p l o r a t i o n   p l a n  

t h a t  we submi t ted.  The i n d u s t r y   i n   g e n e r a l   d i d   t h e  same. Now, a s  you  look 

a t  Report  #55, what   actua l ly   occurred  and  they  went   back and  checked  every 

c a t e g o r y   t h a t  came up i n   t h e  D r a f t  Statement,  ah, c r i m e   i n   t h e   s t r e e t s ,  sewer 

connect ions,  number o f   f l i g h t s   i n  and o u t   o f  Homer, number o f   o i l   s p i l l s ,   t h e  

who le   spec t rum  o f   even ts   t ha t   occu r .  And i f  you go back and  compare t h e  

p r e d i c t i o n s ,   y o u   c a n   g e n e r a l l y   s a y   t h e   p r e d i c t i o n s  come a l o n g .   H e r e ' s   t h i s  

b i g   s p i k e   f r o m   e x p l o r a t i o n   d r i l l i n g .  And then  it goes in to   deve lopmen t .  When 

y o u   a c t u a l l y  see what was p l o t t e d ,  you l i t e r a l l y   c a n ' t  see it i n   t h e   s t a t i s t i c  

You l i t e r a l l y   c a n ' t  see i t  i n   t h e   s t a t i s t i c s .  So I ' m  concerned  that   perhaps w 

have  gone a s t e p   t o o  f a r  wi th   our   Envi ronmenta l   Impact   Statement .  

MR. ONES: Yeah, bu t   you   wou ld   a l so   acknow ledge   tha t   t ha t ' s   a l so   under  

t h e   c a s e   t h a t   y o u   d i d n ' t   h a v e  a s t r i k e   i n   t h a t   s a l e ?  

MR. KNOWLES:  No, s i r .   T h a t ' s   o n l y   t h e   e x p l o r a t i o n   d r i l l i n g  case. 

MR. ONES: I know, b u t - -  

MR. KNOWLES: I d i d   n o t   e l u d e - - I   c a n ' t  answer   her   ques t ion  a s  t o  what 

i t  migh t   be   du r ing   p roduc t i on .  The o n l y   t h i n g   t h a t  I can  say i s   t h a t   t h e  

s p i k e   i n   t h e   d a t a   t h a t   s h o u l d   h a v e   o c c u r r e d   i n   e x p l o r a t i o n   d r i l l i n g   d i d  not  

occur .  

MR. ONES: No, b u t   t h a t ' s   a l s o   b e c a u s e  none o f  t h e   e x p l o r a t o r y   w e l l s   h i t  

a s t r i k e .  

MR. KNOWLES: No, s i r .   (Aud ience   app lauds )  

MR. ONES: Wou ldn ' t   t he  number o f   e x p l o r a t o r y   d r i l l s  gone  up as  a s p i k e  
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i f  tnere  had  been a  commercial   d iscovery? 

MR. KNOWLES: No, s i r .   T h a t  D r a f t  S t a t e m e n t   s a i d   t h a t   t h e r e   w o u l d  

p robab ly   be  so many w e l l s   d r i l l e d   o n  a  minimum  case  and t h i s   i s   g o i n g   t o  be 

t h e   p r e d i c t i o n   o f   w h a t  happened.  That  number o f   w e l l s   i s   a b o u t  how  many 

t h a t  was d r i l l e d  a n d   t h e   s t a t i s t i c s   d i d n ' t   s p i k e   b e c a u s e   o f   t h e   a c t i v i t y .  

FIR. ONES: I see  what  you mean. 

MRS. WUNNICKE: Any o t h e r   q u e s t i o n s   o f  Mr. Knowles.  Thank  you  very 

much. I ' m  s o r r y ,   t h i s   i s  a fo rma l   hea r ing ,  and y o u   a r e   n o t   a l l o w e d   t o   q u e s t i o  

the   w i tness .   On ly  members o f   t h e   p a n e l   c a n   d o   t h a t .  I f  y o u   w o u l d   l i k e   t o  

t e s t i f y   l a t e r ,   p l e a s e   s i g n   u p ,   a n d  we will b e   p l e a s e d   t o   h e a r   y o u .  

0 

UNIDENTIFIED PERSON: When  we s i g n   u p   o v e r   t h e r e ,   d o e s   t h a t   g i v e  me 

t h e   o p p o r t u n i t y   t o   t a l k ?  

MRS. WUNNICKE: Yes, s i r .  

UNIDENTIFIED PERSON: Okay. I ' v e   s i g n e d   u p   o v e r   t h e r e .  

MRS. WUNNICKE: Have I c a l l e d   y o u r  name? 

UNIDENTIFIED PERSON: I w o u l d   l i k e  i t  c a l l e d   r i g h t  now because I work 

i n   t h e   o i l   f i e l d s .  

MRS. WUNNICKE: Are   you  M r .  S teven   C la rk?  

UNIDENTIFIED PERSON: No, I am n o t .  

MRS. WUNNICKE: Reuben C a l l ?  

UNIDENTIFIED PERSON: No, I am n o t .  

MRS. WUNNICKE: I may g e t   t o   y o u   y e t .  

C l a r k   o r  M r .  C a l l ?  

MR. REUBEN CALL: I ' m  Reuben C a l l .  

MRS. WUNNICKE: All r i g h t ,  M r .  C a l l .  
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MR. REUBEN CALL: Madam Chairman and  members o f   t h e - - r e p r e s e n t e d  and t h e  

p u b l i c .   I n  1952, C e c i l  Wyant was l i v i n g  on h i s  160  acre  homestead on t h e  

e a s t   s i d e   o f  Dimond Ridge  about one m i l e   f r o m   t h e   S t e r l i n g   H i g h w a y .  He t o l d  

me an a d j o i n i n g   a c r e a g e   o f   t h e  same s i z e  w a s  open t o   e n t r y ,   w h i c h  I went up t o  

l ook  a t .  When I walked an the   l and   f rom  the   r i dge   above ,  I had a wonderful 

f e e l i n g   o f   e l a t i o n   t o   f e e l   t h a t   t h i s   l a n d   c o u l d  be  mine.  The  view was s o  

tremendous t h a t   t h e   f e e l i n g  was a lmost   overpower ing.  By F e b r u a r y   o f  '53 ,  I 

was g i v e n   a u t h o r i t y   t o  homestead  the  land. I t ' s  been my home s ince  even  thoug 

I have  been away fo r   ex tended   pe r iods   seve ra l   t imes .  I have l i v e d   t h e r e  mos t  

o f   t h e   t i m e   o v e r  a p e r i o d   o f  27 yea rs .  

9 

I am c o n c e r n e d   a b o u t   t h e   f u t u r e   o f   t h i s   a r e a .  When I homesteaded, t h e  

Federa l   Government   reserved  the  coal   deposi ts  on t h e   l a n d .  A t  t h a t   t i m e ,   o i l  

was no t   ment ioned.  From my cab in ,  I survey  an  enormous,   beaut i fu l ,   unspoi led 

scene. So f a r   t h e   l a n d   b e t w e e n  me, t h e   s e a ,   a n d   t h e   m o u n t a i n s   i s   f o r   t h e  

mos t   pa r t   unsubd iv ided   o r  owned by   specu la to rs .   Are  we r e a l l y   t r y i n g   t o  make 

w i s e   u s e   o f   o u r   u n p a r a l l e l e d   r e s o u r c e s ,   o r   a r e  we h o p i n g   t o  make a buck. 

Do  we need t o   t a k e   o u r   r i c h e s   o u t  and i n  a f e w   y e a r s ,   g i v e   o u r   c h i l d r e n   t h e  

l e f t o v e r s   f r o m   e x p l o r a t o r y   d e v e l o p m e n t ?   A r e   m o s t   p e o p l e   i n   t h e   a r e a  a l l  

i n v o l v e d   i n   t h e   d e c i s i o n s   l i k e l y   t o   b e  made r e g a r d i n g   f a c t o r s   i m p o r t a n t   i n  

t h e i r   f u t u r e ?   A r e   t h e   p e o p l e  a t  t h e   t o p   r e p r e s e n t i n g  f a r  l e s s   t h a n   t h e   p e o p l e  

they   a re   suppose   to   rep resen t  when t h e y   s t a t e   t h e y   a r e   f o r   d e v e l o p m e n t ?  

I b e l i e v e   o i l  i s  c r i t i c a l   i n   o u r  needs, b u t  I f e e l  we need a l s o   t o  use 

i t  w i s e l y .   S u r e l y   t r y i n g   t o  go on i n  a bus iness  as  usual  i s  perhaps  the 

s u r e s t  way t o   i m p o v e r i s h   o u r s e l v e s .   L a n d   c r o p s ,   t i m b e r ,   f i s h i n g   s t o c k s ,  

tourism,  and  such  sources o f  income  and t h e   l i v e l i h o o d   a r e   r e n e w a b l e   r e s o u r c e s  
I/ 
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Oil, coal  and  even  gravel and  sand d e p o s i t s   a r e   l i m i t e d ,   t h e  l a s t  be ing  so 

descr ibed i n  a recent   book,  The T h i n  Edge, d e s c r i b i n g   t h e   s i t u a t i o n  on  each 

i n   t h e   U n i t e d   S t a t e s .  

Now what   are we g o i n g   t o   d o ?   C e r t a i n l y  we want t o   a c t   w i s e l y .   L e t  us 

n o t  make any  more  such  ser ious  mistakes  as I f e e l   r u n n i n g   t h e   p i p e l i n e   f o r  

o i l   t o   V a l d e z  was, i n s t e a d   o f   b u i l d i n g  i t  on t o   t h e  mid-West  where  the  need 

f o r  it was g rea tes t .   T rue ,  a l o t   o f   p e o p l e   a r e   w o r k i n g  on f a c i l i t i e s   i n   B a l d e  

a n d   o n   t a n k e r s ,   d e l i v e r i n g   t h e   o i l ,   b u t  who  made t h a t   d e c i s i o n ?  

D e t a i l s   o f   y o u r   o r o p o s a l   t o   l e a s e  more  than 800,000 acres i n   t h e   l o w e r  

Cook I n l e t  and i n   t h e   S h e l i k o f   S t r a i t   a r e   t h e - - t h e   d e t a i l s   a r e  beyond my 

present   concern.  I l i k e  Home, and I want it t o   s t a y  a s  i t  i s ,  a b e a u t i f u l  

and p l e a s a n t   p l a c e   t o  1 i v e .  

Ah, I b e l i e v e   t h a t   i s   w h a t  I wanted t o  say,  and I ' v e   s a i d  it. 

MRS. WUNNICKE: Thank  you, M r .  Cal l .   (Audience  applauds) .   Laura  Bar tor  

Assa Bates  speaking  for   Annabel  M. Lund? M r .  Bates?  Jan Needham? 

MS. JAN NEEDHAM: Good evening,   panel  members. My name i s  Jan Needham, 

and I ' m  a commercial  f isherman i n  Cook I n l e t  and  have  been f o r   t h e  l a s t  f i v e  

y e a r s   w i t h  my own boat .  I f i s h   t h e   u p p e r  Cook I n l e t   a r e a s   j u s t   b e l o w   t h e  

p la t fo rms .  I d o n ' t  happen t o   f i s h   t h e   S h e l i k o f   S t r a i t   a r e a   o r   b y   A u g u s t i n e ,  

t h a t ' s   n o t  my k i n d   o f   f i s h i n g .  I ' m  a sa lmon  f isherman,   but  I svmpath ize   w i th  

those  people who have  gear  over i n   t h a t   a r e a   t h a t   l o s e   t h e i r   p o t s   t o   b o a t s  

running  through  them. I t h i n k   t h a t   t h e   a r e a s   i n   q u e s t i o n   t h a t  M r .  Knowles 

r e f e r r e d   t o  when he  says t h a t   u p p e r  Cook I n l e t  i s  a more d i f f i c u l t  area  and 

t h a t   t h e y   d o n ' t  have  any  problems  up  there,   he  doesn' t   expect  problems  out 

here.   That  man d o e s n ' t  know the   a rea .   The re   a re   a lmos t   no   rougher   wa te rs  
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than You will f i n d   i n   S h e l i k o f  S t r a i t  and  over  around  Augustine  and Cape 

Doug\as.  The e x p l o r a t o r y   w e l l s   t h a t   t h e y   h a d   u p   h e r e   r e c e n t l y ,  a l i t t l e   f u r t h t  

no r th   o f   he re ,  we heard   ta les   o f   anchors   d ragg ing ,  and repa i r   p rob lems ,  and 

some of   them  were  brought   in to  Kachemak Bay by  tow t o  b e   r e p a i r d ,   t h a t  i s  a 

w i l d ,   n a t u r a l   a r e a .  The  seas a re   phenomina l ,   t he   w inds   nan   be   t e r r i f i c .  I 

can  use all t h e   b i g g e s t   a d j e c t i v e s  I c a n   t h i n k   o f   t o   d e s c r i b e   t h a t   a r e a ,  and i. 

doesn ' t   beg in   to   measure   w i th   upper  Cook I n l e t .  Upper Cook I n l e t  has f a s t  

t i d e s ,   b u t   t h e r e   a r e   c e r t a i n   s h e l t e r i n g   a s p e c t s   o f   b e i n g   f u t h e r   u p   t h e   I n l e t  

t h a t   a r e   n o t   t h e r e  on the   open ings   to   the   ocean.  I t h i n k  he t r i e d   t o   p o i n t  

ou t   t o   you ,  Mr. K n o w l e s   d i d ,   t h a t   d u r i n g   e x p l o r a t o r y   t i m e   y o u   d o n ' t   s e e   t h e  

change i n   t h e  community so much. I t h i n k   t h a t  was acknowledged  tha t   there  i s  

a d i f f e rence   be tween  when y o u   s t r i k e   o i l  and when y o u   a r e   j u s t   e x p l o r i n g .  The 

k ind   o f   change tha t  happens i n  a c o m m u n i t y   d u r i n g   e x p l o r i n g   t i m e   i s  a s u b t l e  

one, i t ' s  t h e   s p e c u l a t o r s  a t  t h a t   p o i n t  who  come i n   b u y i n g   u p   l a n d ,   l o o k i n ;  fob 

bus inesses ,   bu i l d ing  one  two many o f  e a c h   k i n d   o f   b u s i n e s s   i n  a town when you 

can o n l y   s u p p o r t  one k i n d   o f   b u s i n e s s   a n d   t h e n   t h e y  f a i l .  More peop le   a re   ou t  

3 f  work,   more  people  have  been  misled  into a community,  and that   communi ty  i s  

t axed   w i th   add i t i ona l   wa te r   p rob lems ,   e lec t r i c   p rob lems ,  a l l  k i nds   o f   p rob lems  

3 f  t oo  many people,  who then   l eave  and l e a v e   y o u   w i t h   h o m e s i t e s   t h a t   d e t e r i o r a i  

i n t o   t h e   w i l d e r n e s s ,  become b l i g h t s  on our  Community, o v e r l o a d   o u r   s c h o o l   w i t h  

Ex t ra   k ids ,   o r   wha teve r .  I t ' s  j u s t  a s t r u g g l e   a l l   t h e  way a r o u n d   t h a t  happens 

i n  a town when t h e r e   i s   s p e c u l a t i o n ,  when t h e r e  i s  t o o  f a s t  development.   Then 

3 t y p e   o f   p e r s o n   t h a t   a r r i v e s   w h o ' s   v a l u e   s y s t e m  i s  d i f f e r e n t   f r o m   t h e   p e o p l e  

rJho l i v e   h e r e ,  who l i v e  i n  A l a s k a .   I ' v e   b e e n   h e r e   f o r  i 0  y e a r s .  The va lue  

system i s  where we have a problem a l l  t h e  way a c r o s s   t h e   U n i t e d   S t a t e s   r i g h t  

9 
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now. Somewhere along  the  l ine,   the  d o l l a r  became the  most important  thing 

and the idea t h a t  anything  could be traded f o r  a d o l l a r ,  t h a n  the d o l l a r  was 

the  best   th ing  to  do i t   f o r .  Well, Homer doesn ' t   r ea l ly  want  t o  choose t h a t  

kind of a dollar  value  system as you  can see by the number of people t h a t  

speak a g a i n s t   i t .  We are here  running  from i t ,  and we w a n t  i t   t o   s t a y  a l i t t l  

1 "purer" t h a n  t o  be contaminated by w h a t  has  happened t o  the lowr '48. Anybod) 

i t h a t  has been t o  Long Beach, Pi t tsburg,  New Jersey ,  some of the  higher p o l l u t t  
I 

areas,  whether i t   i s   o i l   o r   i n d u s t r y   o r   f a c t o r i e s ,   p e o p l e   s c r a p p i n g   f o r  a l i v -  

1 and very  miserably S O ,  they know why they are here  in Homer. People who have 

l ived  in  Homer a long  time remember that  as  being a time of gathering  coal anc 

maybe  some pre t ty   co ld ,  harm times, a n d  they   l ike  the idea of  more  money flow- 

i n t o   t h e i r  community. Maybe they have forgot ten .  Those of us who have come 

i n   t h e   l a s t  20 years  h a v e n ' t  forgotten w h a t  i t   i s  we are running  from. We 

don ' t  w a n t  t o  see i t  happen t o  Homer. I think t h a t  r i g h t  now with  the whole 

country  needing t o  know how t o  conserve and  how t o  use common sense,  Time 

Magazine had a n  a r t i c l e  how t o  promote c r i t i ca l   th inking   in   schools  so people 

can learn t o  make proper  decisions based on a value  system and understanding 

the i r   cho ices   i n   l i f e .  I think we use t o   c a l l  t h a t  j u s t  comon  sense. The 

people  have l o s t  i t  a l o t ,  b u t  i t  takes t h a t  to   surv ive ,  t o  be a survivor  as 

we  know i t  today. I th ink t h a t  conservation of the resources t h a t  we have, 

learning how t o  use out  petrochemicals  properly,  will show t h a t  we d o n ' t  h a v e  

t o  develop t h i s   o i l   o u t  here r igh t  now. I don ' t   th ink we would have t o  

develop i t  in the next 50 y e a r s ,   i f  we j u s t  use w h a t  we already  are  tapping 

a n d  use i t  wisely. In t h i s  l a s t  20 year  timespan, we have  seen t h i s  

tremendous search  for  energy sources. We are t a lk ing  more about  coal now. 

1 
~ 

~ 

I 7 

I 
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But  l e t ' s  look ahead even a l i t t l e   f u r t h e r  t h a n  t h a t .  We've g o t  a tremenoous 

population growth going on in   the wor ld .  Maybe the  next timespan,  the 

search  will be for  food. Will we have  wasted a producing  area of food  in  our 

present  search  for  energy  sources  l ike  oil   only  10,   15,  20 years from now, 

t o  f ind  ourselves  searching  for  food. Would we dare say ,   "Le t ' s  throw those 

r ig s  o u t  because we now w a n t  t o  f i s h  t h a t  area?" Will we ever go back? I 

doubt i t .   L e t ' s  no t  go there   in  the f i r s t  p l ace   t o   s t a r t   w i th .   Le t ' s  n o t  l e t  

people who think t h a t  the   do l la r   i s   the   end-a l l   to  be a l l ,   t o  run our   l ives .  

Le t ' s  remember where our  proper  values  are and  l e t ' s   n o t  have  another  oil 

l ea se   s a l e .  Thank  you. Any questions?  (Audience  applauds). 

9 

MRS. WUNNICKE: Okay. Mr. Joel Gay? 

MR. JOEL GAY: My name i s   Joe l  Gay, and  I am a p r iva t e   c i t i zen  o f  

Homer. I have  read  the  Draft  Environmental Impact Statement  for  the proposed 

o i l  and gas   lease  sale  60 and  beginning on page 1 ,  I read  about  the  probable 

adverse  effects  of  oil  development  in  the  lower Cook I n l e t .   I t   i s   i n e v i t a b l e  

t h a t  there will  be major  s p i l l s   d u r i n g   t h e   d r i l l i n g ,  pumping and t ransport ing 

phases  of  offshore  development. I t   i s   i n e v i t a b l e  t h a t  there will  be losses  of 

commercial f i sh ing   a reas ,   f i sh ing   gear ,  and  damage to   the  f ish  s tock  themselve 

There  will be chronic  oil   pollution from t h e   d r i l l i n g  muds, the platforms, and  

t ranspor ta t ion  which wi l l   inevi tab ly   e f fec t   the  commercial subsistence a n d  

spo r t s   f i sh  and s h e l l   f i s h .  I t  i s   inevi tab le   tha t   mar ine   coas ta l   b i rds   wi l l  

be severly impacted  with certain  populations  having from 25 - 75 percent 

mor ta l i ty   ra tes .  The marine mammals wil l  be a f fec ted   the  same, or  worse,  with 

threatened  losses u p  t o  100 percent  in  certain  instances.  This town wil l  be 

inevi tably  impacted.   Already,   f r ic t ion  is   increasing  as   dividing  l ines   are  
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gone. Should o i l   s p i l l s  reduce  f ish  populations,  i n  economics  of the town 

will   surely slump. I f   the   tourism and recreation  businesses f a l l  o f f  due t o  

loss  of scenic  beauty,  again many sec to r s  of the  population  will   feel   the 

e f f ec t  of the  revenues.   Traff ic   wil l   increase  in   our   roads,   in   our   a i rport ,  

in  our  harbor, and  t h e  shipping  lanes  offshore.  The Spi t   i s   a l ready   be ing  

developed fo r  the o i l  industry and not the t o u r i s t  and recreation-minded 

people  in mind. I t  i s   i n e v i t a b l e  t h a t  there   wi l l  be i r r e v e r s i b l e  and 

i r r e t r i evab le  loss o f   l i f e - s ty l e   i n   t h i s  town, a town t h a t  already  has a sol id  

economic base, a f ishing-tourism,  already has a healthy growth rate,  a n d  in 

a l l  other  respects i s  healthy. 

One of the most important of t h e s e   i n e v i t a b l i t i e s   i s  the f a c t  t h a t  t h i s  

o i l  and gas   lease  sale   wil l  be he ld ,   e spec ia l ly   i f   t he  new Secretary of In t e r i  

i s  any less  concerned  about our environment t h a n  Andrus i s .  The people of 

t h i s  town has already  fought  long and  hard  t o  t e l l  b ig   o i l  a n d  the s t a t e  a n d  

federal government t h a t  we d o n ' t  w a n t  o i l  development in our  area,  b u t  here 

you are again,  asking us our  feelings on having our l i f e - s t y l e s   d i s r u p t e d ,  

asking us to   co l l ec t   ou r   fo rces  and  f i g h t  once  again  to  remain  free from the 

g r i p  of o i l  economics. We are  being  asked i n  the name of the national  intere:  

t o  t rade  off   f ish,   beauty,   c lean water and a calm way o f   l i f e ,   f o r   c rude   o i l  

t o  power the  cars  of America. 

The proDonents  of o i l  development have weighed these same f a c t s  and  

f igures  and implications  themselves,  b u t  they have chosen the economics 

over, t o  p u t  i t  very  s imply,   l i fe .   This ,  I t h i n k ,  i s  where i t  f i n a l l y   s p i t s  

down t o  where the re   i s   on ly  one s ide  of t h e   l i n e  or the other  and  no where 

e l s e   t o  go. Oil companies are   in   the  business  t o  make money, no matter w h a t  
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ney   say   abou t   t he   na t i ona l   i n te res t  and they  have  been  given a choice  between 

a k i n g  money and l e t t i n g   l i f e  go on w i t h   i t s   b u s i n e s s .   L i f e  i s  t h e   k e y   i s s u e  

ere .  I would l i k e   t o  a s k   t h e   S e c r e t a r y   o f   t h e   I n t e r i o r   w h a t  i s  more impor tan l  

i f e   o r  money? Oil development will a f f e c t   t h e   l i f e  o f  a l l  organisms from 

l a n k t o n  a l l  t h e  way t o   t h e  f o o d   c h a i n   t o   t h e  human b e i n g s   t h a t   i n h a b i t  t h e  

h o r e s   o f   t h i s   a r e a .  A few  thousand sea o t t e r s  dea, a few  thousand  b i rds 

ead.  The  minute l i f e   t h a t  f o rms   the   bas i s   o f  all our  own l i v e s  on t h e  edge 0' 

he  sea  and  land.  Our own l i f e - s t y l e   w h i c h  we o b v i o u s l y   f e e l   d e e p l y   f o r   a r e  

11 hanging  on  the  edge o f   d i s a s t e r .  Is i t  wor th   150   o r  200,000 b a r r e l s  a day 

o r  9,000 days? I say  no,  no t o   t h e   o i l  and gas l e a s e   s a l e  number 60, and no 

.o o i l  development t o   t h i s   a r e a   i n   g e n e r a l .  I s a y  draw t h e   l i n e   h e r e .  

M R S .  WUNNICKE: D i d  you say   you   a re  a p r i v a t e   c i t i z e n ?  

M R .  GAY: I ' m  a p r i v a t e   c i t i z e n .  

M R .  JONES: M r .  Gay, you  made t h e   s t a t e m e n t   t h a t   t h e   S p i t  was t ie ing  

leveloped  by  the o i l  companies.   Could  you  elaborate on t h a t .  

M R .  GAY: B e i n g   d e v e l o p e d   w i t h   t h e - - 1   s a i d ,   " i t ' s   b e i n g   d e v e l o p e d   w i t h  

l i l  development i n  m i n d , "   a n d   t h a t ' s   v e r y   c l e a r   i n   t h e   R e p o r t .  

M R S .  WUNNICKE: You mean, t h e   d o c k s ,   t h e   h a r b o r - -  

M R .  GAY: The who le   por t   and  harbor   deve lopment  i s  all g e n e r a l l y   h e a d i n g  

: h a t   d i r e c t i o n .  

M R S .  WUNNICKE: Any o t h e r   q u e s t i o n s ?  

M R .  ONES: J u s t  a ques t i on .  The l a c k   o f   f a m i l i a r i t y   t h a t  Homer has i n  

:he way o f   z o n i n g  l a w s  o r   l a c k   t h e r e o f ,  do you   have   con t ro l   ove r   wha t   t ha t  

land i s  zoned f o r ?  

M R .  GAY: T h a t ' s  a r e a l   b i g   i s s u e   i n  Homer r i g h t  now, i s  who does c o n t r o  
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the  zon ing   Out   tnere ,   what  i t  will be.  The  Borough i s   w o r k i n g  on a p l a n   r i g h t  

now to ,  ah, develop a c o a s t a l   z o n i n g   p l a n   w h i c h   w o u l d   i n c o r p o r a t e   t h e   S p i t .  

The c i t y  has  developed i t s  own z o n i n g   p l a n   t h a t ' s   w o r k i n g   w i t h  a l o c a l   a d v i s o r  

committee  and i t ' s  b a s i c a l l y  up i n  t h e   a i r .   R i g h t  now we a r e   g i v e n   t h e   c h o i c e  

of  whether we want t o  go f u l l  i n d u s t r i a l   p a r k ,   r e c r e a t i o n ,   l e a v e  i t  t h e  way 

i t  i s   w i t h   t h e   f a i r  amount o f   r e c r e a t i o n .  

MR. ONES: Is i t  a l s o   t h e n  a q u e s t i o n   o f  Homer versus  the  Borough as t o  

who has t h e   a u t h o r i t y ?  Is t h a t   a n o t h e r   p r o b l e m ?  

MR. GAY: Yeah, i t  i s .  It seems t o  me t h a t  was j u s t  a re ferendum  on 

t h e   l a s t   e l e c t i o n   n o t   t o   g i v e   t h e   B o r o u g h - - w e l l ,   t h a t  was a c t u a l l y   z o n i n g  

a u t h o r i t y   o u t s i d e   t h e   c i t y ,   w h i c h   w o u l d   n o t   o b v i o u s l y   o c c u r   h e r e .   ( A u d i e n c e  

applauds). 

MRS. WUNNICKE: Thank  you. M r .  Michael  O'Meara?  O'Meara.  Janet  O'Meara 

Patty Yance.y? 

MS. PATTY YANCEY: H e l l o .   S i n c e  I w a s n ' t  suppose t o  speak u n t i l   t o m o r r o  

norn ing,  I am t o t a l l y   u n p r e p a r e d .  I f  I g e t  a l i t t l e   e m o t i o n a l ,   i t ' s  because I 

don ' t   have  my n o t e s   w i t h  me. ( L a u g h t e r )  I won' t   echo  what   everyone  e lse  has 

s a i d .   E v e r y o n e   e l s e   h a s   t h e   f a c t s   v e r y   w e l l   s t a t e d   i n   t h e i r   s p e e c h e s   h e r e .  

ah, I w o u l d   i u s t   l i k e   t o   s a y   t h a t   o n e   t h i n g   t h a t  M r .  Knowles s a i d   f r o m  ARC0 

das t h a t  a l o t   o f   t h i n g s   t h e y - - y o u  know, d r i l l i n g  and  what t h e   o i l  companies 

had  done, t h a t   t h e y  had  done e x a c t l y   w h a t   t h e y   s a i d   t h e y   w e r e   g o i n g   t o   d o ,   a n d  

t h a t ' s   f i n e .  I'm n o t   q u e s t i o n i n g  M r .  Knowles i n t e g r i t y   o r   a n y t h i n g ,   b u t  i n  

l i v i n g  i n  S a n t a   B a r b a r a ,   C a l i f o r n i a ,   t h e   o i l   c o m p a n i e s   d i d   n o t  do  what  they  sa 

t h e y   w e r e   g o i n g   t o   d o .   I n   d r i l l i n g ,  I w o u l d   j u s t   l i k e   t o   r e a d - - t h i s  happend 

a l o n g   t i m e  ago, January 28, 1969, b u t   t h i s   i s  a quote   f rom  the   Santa   Barbara  
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news press. I t  s a i d  t h a t  "The federal   inspectors gave permiss ion   to   d r i l l  mor 

than 3,200 fee t   in to   f rac tured   s t ra ta   wi th   on ly  514 f e e t  of  protective  casing. 

This meant tha t   regula t ions   ca l l ing   for  300 - 500 f e e t  of casing,  b u t  276 

f e e t  of this casing runs through  sea  water, measured  from the sea  f loor ,   only 

239 f e e t  o f  i t  extended below the  ground. To accommodate t h i s ,  inspectors  

granted a variance. They granted th i s  variance and the   o i l  $ompany s ta r ted- -  

they were d r i l l i n g   i n   c e r t a i n   w e l l s ,  and  they  got away with  four  wells complet 

without any mishaps. Then they began well A-21 when they had t h e i r   l a r g e  

blowout i n  Santa  Barbara. What occurred was 1 t o  5 mill  ion  gallons  of  oil 

spilled  outside  of  Santa  Barbara. I t  s t i l l  leaks  today a t  40 - 50 b a r r e l s  a 

day. This sp i l l   occur red  i n  1969. We are   ta lking  about  1 1  y e a r s ,  and I 'm 

sorry,  but I c a n ' t   b e l i e v e  t h a t  40 - 50 b a r r e l s  a day  has not been detrimental 

t o   t h e  Santa  Barbara coas t .  I l ived there and everytime I went down on the  

beach, when we re turned   to   our  homes, we always had  a l i t t l e  can  of  gasoline 

or turpint ine  to   c lean the t a r   o r  the o i l   o f f   o u r   f e e t  from j u s t  walking  or 

jogging  or  messing  around on the  beach. Now, a lot   of  people  won't  be  walkins 

without  their  shoes on the Spi t   o r   anyth ing   l ike  t h a t  here  because i t  i s  too 

cold, b u t  we have a beautiful   area  here.  I d o n ' t  want t o   s e e   l i t t l e   g l o b s  o f  

o i l  on the  beach t h a t  gets l a r g e r .  Sometimes there ' s   no t   very  much.  Everytin 

t h e r e ' s  a storm, more o i l  comes u p  unto the beach.  Their main l ivelihood-- 

well ,  I shouldn't   say  l ivelihood--but their  economic  base  in  Santa  Barbara i s  

tourism a n d  r ec rea t ion .  Here we have a large  tourism a n d  recreat ion base, but 

the  most important t h i n q  here  i s ,  we are   t a lk ing   about   f i sh ing .  We a r e   t a l k i r  

about  feeding a l o t  o f  human be ings  and t h a t  i s  very  important. There i s  

so many people--when I was outs ide ,  a l o t   o f  neople  could  not  believe  that I 
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c o u l d  go t o   t h e  Bay and f i s h  and  feed  myself  and fill my f r e e z e r  and  have 

clams  and  crab  and h a l i b u t   d u r i n g   t h e   w i n t e r .  They  had  never  even  heard  of 

a n y t h i n g   l i k e   t h a t .  They  had  never  seen a c r a b  a s  l a rge   as   you   can   ge t  a 

c r a b   o u t   t h e r e  i n  t h e  Bay. Tha t ' s   ve ry ,   ve ry   impor tan t .   Peop le   i n   A laska  

c a l l   t h e   l o w e r  ' 4 8  " o u t s i d e . "  Why do t h e y   c a l l  i t  those names? We d o n ' t   w a n t  

t o   b e   l i k e   t h a t ,  and t h a t ' s  why I came  up  nere. I l e f t   t h o s e   a r e a s .  I d o n ' t  

want t o  go down t o   a n o t h e r   b e a c n  and c l e a n   o f f   1 5  more b i r d s   o f  my own, p u t  

o u t   s t r a w ,   a n d   c l e a n   u p   a n o t h e r   o i l   s p i l l .  I r e f u s e   t o  do i t ,  so I say, "No, 

I d o   n o t   s u p p o r t   t h e   l e a s e . "  Thank  you.  (Audience  applauds).  

8 

MRS. WUNNICKE: Peggy M c l n t y r e ?  

MS. PEGGY McINTYRE: I l e f t  my r e p o r t   a t  home. I was e x p e c t i n g   t o   t a l k  

tomorrow. 

MRS. WUNNICKE: All r i g h t .   F i n e .  We will c a l l   y o u   a g a i n .  I'm j u s t  

t r y i n g   t o  move t h i s   s c h e d u l e   a l o n g .  

MS. McINTYRE: R i g h t .  I f  i t  i s   c o n v e n i e n t ,  I will submi t  a w r i t t e n  

s ta tement .  

MRS. WUNNICKE: We will be  p leased   to   have  a w r i t t e n   s t a t e m e n t .  

Ms. Roseleen  Moore?  These  are a l l   p e o p l e  who were  s igned  up  for   tomorrow,   bu i  

i f  i t  i s  convenient ,  we will go ahead  and  hear  you now. Don Dumm? 

MR. DON DUMM: My name i s  Don Dumm, and I h a v e n ' t   r e a d   t h e  E I S ,  so I 

am g o i n g   t o  speak  f rom  personal   exper ience.  I h a v e   s p e n t   t h e   l a s t   c o u p l e   o f  

y e a r s   f i s h i n g  i n  t h e   a r e a   t h a t   i s   p r o p o s e d   f o r   t h e   l e a s e   s a l e ,  and,  ah, I 

would l i k e   t o  s a y   t h a t  I t h i n k   t h e   S h e l i k o f   S t r a i t   a n d   t h e   l o w e r  Cook I n l e t  

i s  a w h o l e   d i f f e r e n t   w o r l d   f r o m ,   s a y ,   u p p e r  Cook I n l e t  where  they  have 

successfu l ly   been  pumping o i l   f o r  15  years.  It seems t o  me i f  t h i s   l e a s e  sals 
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occurs, we stand a good chance of sacr i f ic ing  the  sea food  products t h a t  

support   the  f ishing  industry.  I n  order t o  prolong  the  oil  industry--in 

essence i t   i s  going t o  be obsolete  in a few years  because i t  i s   l imi ted  t o  

o i l  which i s  a limited  resource. A h ,  i t  seems t o  me i t  w o u l d  be f a r   b e t t e r  

off   i f   the   oi l   industry took t h e i r  money they  are  using now for  exploration 

and p u t  i t  inot  f inding a1 ternate  sources of energy.  This  is  going t o  come 

anyway. I t  might as well come sooner ,   ra ther  t h a n  l a te r .   I 'm  aga ins t   the  

o i l   s a l e  60. T h a n k  you.  (Audience  applauds). 

-2 

MRS. WUNNICKE: A t  th i s   t ime,  we were scheduled  to  break  for  the  dinner 

hour. We wil l  reconvene a t  6 :30 .  Let me cal l   these names t o  see i f  you 

are  here.  Mr. Dan Parks? Mr. F rank  Griswold? Mr. Gary Worby?  Mr. 

Bob Bar re t t ?  Mr. Eric  Ringer? Would i t  be convenient  for you t o  come back 

a t  6:30 when we reconvene? T h a n k  you. We will  reconvene a t  6:30 t h i s  

evening. T h a n k  you for  your  patience. 

O F F  R E C O R D  

O N  R E C O R D  

MRS. W U N N I C K E :  The person  scheduled t o  t e s t i f y   a f t e r   t h e   d i n n e r  break 

i s  David L .  Bentley.  Before Mr. Ben t l ey   t e s t i f i e s ,  I would l i ke   t o   ca l l  

again t h e  people who were n o t  present and  were signed u p  t o   t e s t i f y   e a r l i e r  

in   the day .  Ah,  Mr. Frank Tupper? Mr. Derek Stonorov? Mr. Michael Coumbe 

and someone sa id  t h a t  he was o u t  of town.  Mr. David L .  Bentley? Is Mr. 

Bentley here? Mr. Phill ip  Brudie? 

M R .  PHILLIP  BRUDIE:  Hello, My name i s   Ph i l l i p   Brud ie .  I am a commerci 

fisherman a n d  carpenter.  I would l i k e  t o  make a few b r i e f  remarks  in 

opposit ion  to  the proposed l ease   s a l e .  I think i t   i s  absurd  to  dri l l   offshore 
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I t   l imits   the   extract ion  technology.   Ftccidents  a n d  sp i l l s   i n   t ne  proposed 

leased sale  area  could be po ten t i a l ly   d i sa s t rous   fo r  Kodiak Island salmon 

fishermen,  for Cook Inlet   crab  f ishermen, and  they  could h a v e  a ser ious impact 

on our   other   f isher ies .  We are being  told t o  expect  four  major  oil   spil ls  

from th i s   l ea se   s a l e ,  each  with a 94 percent   l ikel ihood of reaching 

of t ox ic ,   a f f ec t ing  u p  t o  93 miles  of  shoreline  each. The Environmental Impac 

Statement  says, and  I quote ,   "overa l l ,   the  salmon resource  in  the Cook In l e t  
8 

could be adversely  affected by oil  development." I quote f u r t h e r ,  "There.wau1 

probably be a reduction a crab  populations  caused by events  associated  with 

this   proposals ."  Now these  are   f r ightening  s ta tements   of   those of us involved 

with  the  f ishing  industry.  So, why dr i l l   in   these   margin ly   sa fe   a reas?  I 

bel ieve the o i l  companies s t r e s s   o f f shore   d r i l l i ng   w i th   i t s   ex t r eme ly  high 

production  costs  causing  environmental  risks  because  they can wri te   off   these 

production  costs a n d  take a prof i t   through the r e s t  of their  ver t ical   f inancia  

s t r u c t u r e ,  which includes  subsidiar ies  t h a t  construct  platforms, a n d  then 

r e f i n e   o r   r e t a i l  the petroleum  produced. We shouldn't   subjugate  the  well  

being  of  our  ecosystems t o  the well  being  of  the  oil company stockholders.  

In   Jddi t ion,  I feel  a more sub t l e   t h rea t   o f  the l e a s e   s a l e   t o   t h i s  

area would be represented by the 400 nerson  population growth t h a t  i s   pos tu la t  

f o r  Homer. When the  oi l  from these   l eases  r an  o u t ,  these  neople would p robab l  

generate tremendous local   pressure  for  more leas ing .  The next  logical  area,  

of course,  would  be Kachemak Bay, which  most present  residents  consider 

s a i n t .  

In c losing,  I feel  the ecological and  sociological  concerns of t h i s  

l e a s e   s a l e  outweigh the   po ten t ia l   benef i t s .  
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MRS.  WUNNICKE: Thank you, Mr. Brud ie .   (Aud ience  app lauds j .  Mr. 

B i  11 61  edsoe. 

UNIDENTIFIED PERSON:  He i s  out  o f   s ta te   and  will n o t   b e   h e r e .  

M R S .  WUNNICKE: Is anyone  represent ing  h im? 

UNIDENTIFIED PERSON: No. 

COURT  REPORTER: Would you p l e a s e   r e m i n d   t h e m   t o   l e a v e   t h e i r   c o p i e s  witk 

me. 
a 

MRS. WUNNICKE: If you  have  cop ies   o f   your  comments,  ah, t he   Repor te r  

wou ld   app rec ia te   hav ing  it. It would make h e r   j o b   o f   g e t t i n g   t h e   t r a n s c r i p t  

t yped much e a s i e r .   J u l i e   C e s a r i n i ?  

MS. JULIE CESARINI: Good evening.  My name i s   J u l i e   C e s a r i n i .  I am 

a r e s i d e n t   o f  Homer,  and I am employed  here. I a l s o   h a v e   t w o   c h i l d r e n .  Ah, I 

am opposed t o   t h e   l e a s e   s a l e ,   p r i m a r i l y   b e c a u s e   o f   t h e   s o c i a l   f a c t o r s  and t h e  

i m p a c t   i n v o l v e d .  Ah, the   economic   and   soc ia l   f ac to rs   as   quo ted  i n  t h e  

Environmental   Statement,   ah,  I f e e l  f a r  o u t w e i g h   t h e   a d v a n t a g e s   t h a t  we would 

have. I am a fo rmer   res iden t   o f   Va ldez ,   A laska .  I spen t   seven   yea rs   t he re  

from  October,  1968 t o  June,  1975. It was  a v e r y   r e a l   i m p a c t .  I d o n ' t   t h i n k  

t h a t  anyone t h a t   h a s n ' t   l i v e d   t h r o u g h  i t  r e a l l y   r e a l i z e s   t h e   k i n d   o f   s i t u a t i o r  

t h a t  i t  i s .  I am v e r y   c o n c e r n e d   w i t h   t h e  number o f   p e o p l e  i n  town,  the 

p e o p l e   t h a t   a r e   h e r e   t o  make money a n d   l e a v e   a n d   t h a t   d o n ' t   h a v e   t h e   c o n c e r n  

t h a t   t h e y   w o u l d   h a v e   f o r   t h e i r  home community. I e n j o y  Homer as i t  i s .  I 

t h i n k   t h a t   o u r   t o u r i s m   i n d u s t r y  has a l o t  o f  p o t e n t i a l   e v e n   f u r t h e r   t h a n  i t  

has now, and t h a t   o u r   f i s h i n g ,   s h e l l   f i s h ,   i s   s o m e t h i n g   t o   b e   c o n s i d e r e d  as 

f a r  as t h e   s a l e   i s   c o n c e r n e d .  I ' m  a l s o   c o n c e r n e d   a b o u t   t h e   e f f e c t   o n   t h e  

mar ine  mammals and  the   an ima ls  on l and .   The re  is  always a b i g   i m p a c t  when y o t  
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have a l o t   o f   p e o p l e   t h a t .  t r y  t o   e n j o y  an area   such  as   th is .  Thank YOU 

v e r y  much. (Audience  applauds) .  

MRS. WUNNICKE: M a r i l y n  Hammond? G a i l  P h i l l i p s ?  Is G a i l  P h i l l i p s   h e r e ?  

UNIDENTIFIED V O I C E :  S h e ' s   u p s t a i r s .  

MKS. WUNNICKE: Wh i le  we a r e   w a i t i n g   f o r  Ms. P h i l l i p s ,   i s  M r .  P h i l l i p s  

here? 
9 

UNIDENTIFIED V O I C E :  He j u s t  w e n t   u p s t a i r s   t o   g e t  G a i l .  ( Laugh te r ) .  

MKS. WUNNICKE: Joyce  Dey? 

MS. GAIL PHILLIPS:  Mrs.  Wunnicke  and members o f   t h e   B o a r d .  Thank you 

f o r   g i v i n g  us t h i s   o p p o r t u n i t y   t o  speak  before  you.  I am G a i l  P h i l l i p s  and 

I am P r e s i d e n t   o f   t h e  Homer Chamber o f  Commerce. The  Chamber o f  Commerce i n  

Homer rep resen ts  a 1 1 0   b u s i n e s s e s   w i t h i n   t h e   c i t y   l i m i t s   o f  Homer. We have 

a l e t t e r   h e r e  I would l i k e   t o   r e a d  and then  a r e s o l u t i o n   t h a t   t h e  Chamber 

adopted  yesterday 

"Dear  Mrs.  Wunnicke: On Monday, October  13,   1980,  the Homer Chamber o f  

Commerce adopted a r e s o l u t i o n   t o   b e   s u b m i t t e d   a s   t e s t i m o n y   f o r   t h e   p u b l i c  

hear ing   on   the   p roposed OCS l e a s e   s a l e  60. T h i s   r e s o l u t i o n   c o n c e r n s   i t s e l f  

w i t h   t h e  +.sue o f  e c o n o m i c   s t i m u l u s   f o r   t h e  Homer area ,   an   i ssue  wh ich  i s  

o b v i o u s l y   r e l e v a n t   t o   t h e   a c t i v i t i e s   o f   t h e  Chamber o f  Commerce. The 

r e s o l u t i o n   a l s o   a d d r e s s e s   t o  some d e g r e e   t h e   c o n c e r n s   f o r   t h e   e n v i r o n m e n t   o f  

t h e   a r e a ,   a n d   t h e   c o m p a t i b i l i t y   o f   t h e   o i l   i n d u s t r y   w i t h   t h e   f i s h i n g   i n d u s t r y ,  

Homer 's   p r imary   indus t ry .   Consequent ly ,  we submi t   Reso lu t i on   80 -5  as tes imon j  

R e s o l t u i o n  80-5 reads as f o l l o w s :  "A r e s o l u t i o n   a u t h o r i z i n g  a s tatement   f rom 

t h e  Homer  Chamber o f  Commerce f o r   t h e  OCS h e a r i n g   o n   s a l e  60; s a y i n g   t h a t   t h e  

Homer Chamber o f  Commerce wishes t o  welcome t h e   o p p o r t u n i t y   t o  expand t h e  
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economic  and  employment  base o f  t h e  Homer a r e a   b y   i n c l u d i n g   t h e   o i l   i n d u s t r y  

i n s o f a r  as i t  i s   c o m p a t i b l e   w i t h   t h e   f i s h i n g   i n d u s t r y .  Whereas, t h e  Homer 

area i s  i n  d i r e  need o f   a d d i t i o n a l   e c o n o m i c   s t i m u l u s   t o   p r o v i d e   e m p l o y m e n t  

f o r   i t s   p e o p l e ;  and  Whereas, t h i s   i n d u s t r y   w o u l d   p r o v i d e   e c o n o m i c   b e n e f i t s  

t o   t h e   b u s i n e s s e s   w h i c h   a r e   p r e s e n t l y  i n  t h e  Homer area ,   as   we l l  as p r o v i d e   f o  

new b u s i n e s s e s   r e l a t e d   t o   t h e   o i l   i n d u s t r y ;   a n d ,  Whereas, we b e l i e v e   t h e   o i l  

i ndus t r y   w ishes   t o   p rese rve   t he   env i ronmen t   as  much as we, t h e   c i t i z e n s   o f   t h ,  

area  do;  and, Whereas, we b e l i e v e   t h a t   t h e   o i l   i n d u s t r y   c a n   b e   c o m p a t i b l e  wit! 

t h e   f i s h i n g   i n d u s t r y ,   w h i c h   i s   H o m e r ' s   p r i m a r y   e n t e r p r i s e ;  Now T h e r e f o r e ,  

Be It R e s o l v e d ,   t h a t   t h e  Homer  Chamber o f  Commerce t h a t   t h i s   R e s o l u t i o n   s e r v e  

as a s t a t e m e n t   f o r t h e  OCS h e a r i n g   o n   s a l e  60, s a y i n g   t h a t   t h e  Homer  Chamber 

o f  Commerce wishes t o  welcome the   oppor tun i t y   t o   expand   the   economic   and  

employment  base o f   t h e  Homer area by i n c l u d i n g   t h e   o i l   i n d u s t r y   i n s o f a r  as 

i t  i s   c o m p a t i b l e   w i t h   t h e   f i s h i n g   i n d u s t r y .   D a t e d   a t  Homer, A l a s k a ,   t h i s  

14 th   day   o f   Oc tober ,  1980." Thank  you.  (Audience  applauds) 

MRS. WUNNICKE: Ms. P h i l l i p s ,   w o u l d   y o u   b e   s u r e   t h a t - - M s .   P h i l l i p s ?  

MS. PHILLIPS:  Yes. 

MRS. WUNNICKE: Will y o u   b e   s u r e   t h a t   t h e   R e p o r t e r   g e t s  a c o p y   o f   t h e  

l e t t e r  and a copy o f   t h e   r e s o l u t i o n ?  

MS. PHILLIPS:  Yes. 

MRS.  WUNNICKE: A r e   t h e r e   a n y   q u e s t i o n s   o f  Ms. P h i l l i p s   b e f o r e   s h e   l e a v e  

Thank  you. Ah, M r .  A n g e l o   P h i l l i p s  will speak i n   p l a c e   o f   E a r l  Cooper. 

M i l .  ANGEL0 PHILLIPS: Member o f   t h e   b o a r d ,  my name i s  A n g e l o   P h i l l i p s .  

I am a r e s i d e n t   o f  Homer.  What I have i s  a c o n t i n u a t i o n   o f   t h e - - w e l l ,   t h e  

p r e s e n t a t i o n   f r o m   t h e  Homer  Chamber o f  Commerce. I have  here  a l i s t   o f  

-80- 

the workshop 



9 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

1 3  

1 4  

1 5  

16 

1 7  

18 

19 

20 

21 

2 2  

23 

2 4  

25 

p e t i t i o n s   s i g n e d   b y  a number o f  peop le .  I f  you will p e r m i t  me: "We, t n e  

below l i s t  o f  c i t i z e n s  o f  t h e  Homer c o m m u n i t y   w i s h   t o  make a s t a t e m e n t  o f  t h e  

OCS h e a r i n g  on s a l e  60 t o  be  he ld  on  Tuesday,   October   14,   1980.   The Homer 

area i s   i n  despera te   need   o f   economic   s t imu lus   t o   p rov ide   emp loymen t   f o r   t he  

members o f  the   comnun i ty .  We do no t   wan t   ou r   env i ronmen t  damaged, and we 

b e l i e v e   t h e   o i l  companies  do n o t   w a n t  it damaged e i t h e r .  We b e l i e v e   t h a t   t h e  

i n d u s t r y ' s  s a f e  r e c o r d   i n  Cook I n l e t   i s   p r o o f   p o s i t i v e   t h a t   o i l   c a n   b e   s o u g h t  

and r i l l e d   w i t h o u t   e n v i r o n m e n t a l  damage i n   t h e   O u t e r   C o n t i n e n t a l   S h e l f .  

I n  view o f  the  above, we, the  unders igned,   welcome  the o i l   i n d u s t r y   t o   t h e  

Homer area . ' '  I will l e a v e   t h e   s t a c k   o f   s i g n e d ,   a h ,   w i t h   t h e   C l e r k .  

MRS. WUNNICKE: I f  you  will f i l e   t h o s e  as  an e x h i b i t   w i t h   t h e   C l e r k .  

Will y o u   r e s p o n d   t o   q u e s t i o n s ,  Mr. P h i l l i p s ?  

MR.  PHILLIPS:  Yes. 

MRS. WUNNICKE: Does anyone  have  quest ions o f  M r .  P h i l l i p s ?  (No 

response)  Are you an o f f i c e r   o f   t h e  Homer  Chamber of  Commerce? 

MR. PHILLIPS: No, I am a member o f  t h e  Chamber, b u t   n o - - t h i s   i s   t o t a l 1 1  

independent. 

MRS. WUNNICKE: I see. And y o u   a r e  a r e s i d e n t   o f  Homer? 

MR. PHILLIPS: Yes, ma'am. 

MRS. WUNNICKE: And you  have a b u s i n e s s   i n  Homer? 

MR. PHILLIPS:  Yes. 

MRS. WUNNICKE: Anyother   quest ions?  Thank you. (Aud ience   app lauds ) .  

Is Joyce Dey h e r e ?   A r e   t h e   r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  t he   Kod iak   Na t i ve   Assoc ia t i on ,  

Kana, here? Is Wayne Marsha l   here?   E i leen  Mor rou?  Andre   Mar rou? 

Caro l   Gr iswo ld?  
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UNIDENTIFIED PERSON: She will b e   s u b m i t t i n g   h e r   t e s t i m o n y .  

MRS. WUNNICKE: All r i g h t .  Thank you.  Gregory Ragon?  Lynn  Bennett? 

Craig  Matthews? James Herbe r t?  Okay, f i n e ,  M r .  H e r b e r t .  

MR. JAMES HERBERT: I was s u r p r i s e d   t h a t   y o u   a r e  ahead o f   s c h e d u l e .  I 

was asked t o  speak f o r  someone e a r l i e r   t h i s   e v e n i n g ,   b u t  you g o t   a h o l d  o f  

schedule so I missed   h i s   t ime .  May I presen t   h i s   t es t imony   and  my own? 

MRS. WUNNICKE: Yes, you may. Who e l s e   a r e   y o u   s p e a k i n g   f o r ?  

MR. HERBERT: Fo r  Bill Bledsoe  and  the  person who l i s t e d   h i m s e l f  as  a 

a 

crab  f isherman.  

MRS. WUNNICKE:  Oh, I have  a l i s t i n g   f o r  a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  t h e  

Cook I n l e t  Crab  Fishermen,  but  no name. 

MR. HERBERT: Yes. 

MRS. WUNNICKE: Yes, we a r e   r u n n i n g   a h e a d   o f   s c h e d u l e ,   b u t  we will 

keep c a l l i n g .  

MR. ONES: J u s t   f o r   c l a r i t y ,   i s   t h e  Cook I n l e t  Crab  Fishermen an 

a s s o c i a t i o n ?  

MR. HERBERT: No, a t   t h i s   p o i n t ,  i t  was j u s t  an  euphemism  representing 

p e o p l e   t h a t   d o   f i s h   f o r   k i n g   a n d   t a n n e r   c r a b  i n  t h e   l o w e r   I n l e t .  

MRS. WUNNICKE: And what i s   h i s  name? 

MR. HERBERT: I'll get - -  

MRS. WUNNICKE: Oh, a l l   r i g h t .  

MR. HERBERT: Would t h e   p a n e l   l i k e   c o p i e s   o f   h i s   t e s t i m o n y .   T h e r e   a r e  

a  few  extras? 

MRS. WUNNICKE: Oh, t h a t   w o u l d   b e   n i c e .  

MR. HERBERT: Ladies and  gentlemen o f   t h e   p a n e l   a n d   t h e   v a r i o u s   v i s i t i n !  
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agencies,  Welcome t o  Homer. 

"My name i s  Bob Tremain.   Please  excuse my absence f o r   t h i s   p r e s e n t a t i o n .  

The  burden o f  my f i n a n c i a l   i n v e s t m e n t ,   a l m o s t  $1 m i l l i o n ,   d i c t a t e s   t h a t  1 

mush f i s h   e v e r y   p o s s i b l e  day dur ing   our   season.   There fore ,   as  my f r i e n d  Jin 

Herber t ,   reads   you  my reques t ,  I am f i s h i n g   t h e   w a t e r s   o f   t h e   L o w e r  Cook I n l e t  

t o   s a t i s f y  and f u l f i l l  my f i n a n c i a l   o b l i g a t i o n s .  I am n o t  a c o n s e r v a t i o n i s t  

o r   e n v i r o n m e n t a l i s t .  I am a f isherman.  I am l o o k i n g   a t  Cook I n l e t   s a l e  

number  60  as a f isherman.  The Cook I n l e t  Crab  Fishermen  have  $15 - $20 

m i l l i o n   i n v e s t e d   a s  a f i s h i n g   f l e e t   i n   t h e   f u t u r e  of l ower  Cook I n l e t .  

I n  Cook I n l e t   s a l e  number  1,  almost 60 o e r c e n t   o f   l o w e r  Cook I n l e t  was 

l e a s e d ,   l u c k i l y   s p a r i n q   o u r   p r i m e   f i s h i n g   g r o u n d s ,   w e s t   o f   t h e   s a l e   a r e a .  

Me t hough t  we were l u c k y .  Now t w o   y e a r s   l a t e r ,  we a r e   f a c e d   w i t h   s a l e  number 

60, which will endanger  our  pr ime  producing  areas.  These  are  areas  which  have 

p r o d u c e d   c r a b   f o r   t h e   l a s t   3 0   y e a r s   a n d  will h o p e f u l l y   p r o d u c e  i n  t h e  

f u t u r e .  Cook I n l e t   o i l  and   gas   lease  number   60   p resents   cer ta in   t racks  

t h a t  will c r e a t e  a m a j o r   c o n f l i c t   b e t w e e n   t h e   o i l   i n d u s t r y  and t h e  

c o m m e r c i a l   c r a b   f i s h e r m a n .   R i g   t e n d e r s ,   o i l   r i g s ,   a n d   t h e   v a r i o u s   o t h e r  suppc 

a n d   s u p p l y   v e s s e l s   f o r   t h e   o i l   i n d u s t r y   c a n n o t   c o - e x i s t   t o   t h e   b e n e f i t   o f   t h e  

commerc ia l   c rab   f i shermen.   The  conf ron ta t ion  will p u t   t h e   t w o   i n d u s t r i e s  

a g a i n s t   e a c h   o t h e r .   T h e   o i l   i n d u s t r y   h a s   e v e r y t h i n g   t o   g a i n   a n d   n o t h i n g   t o  

lose. The f i s h i n g   i n d u s t r y  has a b s o l u t e l y   n o t h i n g   t o   g a i n   a n d   e v e r y t h i n g   t o  

l o s e .  The c o n f r o n t a t i o n  will produce   one   l ose r ,   on l y   one ,   t he   f i she rman .  

Therefore,  Cook I n l e t  Crab  Fishermen  would l i k e   t o  make a fo rmal   p ropos t  

as an a l t e r n a t i v e   t o  OCS s a l e  number 60. T h i s   p r o p o s a l   i s   t o   d e l e t e  33 

t r a c t s :  numbers  484,  615,  659,  703,  748,  661,  662,  663,  705,  706,  707, 751,  
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795,  793, 836, 880, 837,  838,  923, 9 2 4 ,  881 , 882, 968, 925 ,  101 1 ,  1012, 

1055, 1056, 43, 44,  88, 131, a n d  132.  These t racts   represent   approximately 

20 percent of the t o t a l  sa le .   I f   these   t rac t s   a re   de le ted ,   unbel ievably ,  

the Cook I n l e t  Commercial Crab Fleet f e e l s   t h a t  the o i l   indus t ry  and  tne 

Fleet  could work together  and  l i ve   i n  harmony in the Lower  Cook I n l e t .  We d o  

n o t  feel t h a t  t h i s   i s  a radical  proposal.  We f e e l   i f   t h e s e   t r a c t s   a r e  

eliminated from tne s a l e ,   t h e  two indus t r i e s  can e s t a b l i s h  a very 

compatible,   posit ive,   working  relationship.  

Several of t h e   t r a c t s   c o v e r  a n  area known in  local  terms  as  the 

Compass Rose. The Compass Rose i s  a n  area where current   feed and  bottom 

topography  concentrate the Tanner and King Crab  populations,   presenting them 

f o r  commercial harvest. Both spec ies ,   the  tanner and  king crab,  school 

and concentrate   themselves   in   this   area and  t h e n  move e i t h e r   i n  a nor ther ly  

or southerly  direction  depending on the   spec ies  and  the  time  period  of  the 

season. 

The king  crab  biomass  school  in  the Compass Rose area  during  the month 

of  August. The commercial  crab  fishermen s t a r t  t h e i r   h a r v e s t  then. The 

crab,  approximately 75 percent o f  the   school ,  moves in a souther ly   route  a l o r  

a 35 - 85 fathom shelf  towards Cape Douglas and S h e l i k o f f   S t r a i t .  T h i s  

a rea ,   the  Compass Rose, i s  a breeding  area  for much of  the Kodiak crab 

population. The Commercial Crab Fisherman fol low the king  crab on t h e i r  

southerly  migratory  route.  Another  portion of the school  in  the Compass 

Rose, approximately 25 percent ,  move to   the  north  through  t racts  703, 659, 

615,  527, a n d  484. The commercial f lee t   a l so   harves t   these   c rab  on t h e i r  

norther ly   migratory  route .  The above  mentioned t r a c t s   a r e   d i r e c t l y   i n   t h e  
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migratory  paths a n d  school ins   a reas  which  have  been known and  documented 

f o r  30 years  for  king  crab a n d  10 yea r s   fo r   t anne r s .  The migratory  route 

has  been  documented by fishermen and the Alaska Department of Fish a n d  

Game f o r  30 years .  

The above  mentioned t r ac t s   i n   Sa l e  60 i f   l ea sed   w i l l   c r ea t e  a major 

conf l i c t  between the   o i l   i ndus t ry  and  the   f i sh ing   indus t ry .  Over 85 percen 

of a l l  the   product ,   crab,   shr imp,   hal ibut ,   future   scal lop and clam  beds a r e  

contained  in   these  t racts .  The h a b i t a t  maps contained  in the DEIS a r e  

grossly  inaccurate .  The lease   a rea   conta ins   f i shery   popula t ions   in   fa r  

grea te r  numbers than what  i s   r e f l e c t e d  by t h i s  maps. I am sure  t h a t  i f  a 

follow u p  study was made with  the Department  of  Fish and  Game, more recent  

d a t a  would r e f l ec t   t hese   popu la t ions .  

Therefore,  the Cook I n l e t  Commercial Crab Fishermen respect ively  reques:  

the  federal   government,   the  oil   industry,  and  the  people of these  United 

States   to   please  leave w h a t  i s   l e f t  of our fishing  grounds  untouched. Cook 

In le t   Sa le  number 1 has a l ready  p u t  60 percent of  our  most  productive  area 

in  jeopardy. All  we ask i s   t h a t  you leave us w h a t  i s   l e f t .  The f i s h i n g  

grounds in   the above  mentioned t r a c t s  are most product ive  areas .  The de le t i c  

of the above t r ac t s   w i l l   p re se rve  the migratory  route  of the kind and  tanner  

crab  in Cook I n l e t  and  preserve and  pro tec t  the l ivel ihood and  f u t u r e   o f   t h e  

Cook I n l e t  Crab Fishermen t o  which the   cornuni t ies  of Homer and  Seldovia 

have  a major  dependence. The Cook I n l e t  Crab Fishing  Fleet   generates betweer 

$8 a n d  $12 mil l ion a year  which i s   d i r e c t l y   r e t u r n e d  t o  the   cornuni ty  a t  

i t s  most bas i c   l eve l s .  By b a s i c   l e v e l s ,  we  mean the  cannery  worker, which 

represents $1 - 52 million  annual  payroll   for Homer and  Seldovia.  The money 
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tnese  people make i s   r e c i r c u l a t e d   d i r e c t l y   b a c k   t o   t h e   b a s e   o f   t h e  Homer 

and Se ldov ia  economy, n o t   j u s t   f o r   t h e   t h r e e   t o   f i v e   y e a r s   s u c h  as   t he  DEIS 

p r o j e c t s   t h e   o i l   i n d u s t r y   r e t u r n s ,   b u t   e v e r y   y e a r   f o r   t h e   l a s t  30 y e a r s  

and i f  l e f t  unchanged f o r   a n o t h e r  30 y e a r s .  

The c r a b   f i s h e r y   i n   t h e   l o w e r  Cook I n l e t   i s  a renewable  resource.  

k source   o f   i ncome and l i v e l i h o o d   f o r   t h e   p e o p l e   o f   o u r   c o m m u n i t i e s   f o r  now 

as w e l l   f o r   t h e   d i s t a n t   f u t u r e .  

Sa le  number  60  has t h e   p o t e n t i a l ,   l i k e  no o t h e r   s a l e   b e f o r e ,  i n  i t s  

e x p l o r a t o r y   a n d   p r o d u c t i o n   p h a s e s   t o   p u t   t h e  Cook I n l e t  Crab Fishermen  out  

o f   b u s i n e s s .  The Cook I n l e t   C o m e r c i a l   C r a b   F i s h e r m e n   w o u l d   h a v e   t o  move 

on t o  new areas,   Kodiak,   Dutch  Harbor ,   Ber ing Sea, t a k i n g   w i t h   t h e m  many 

jobs  as w e l l  as t h e i r   m a r k e t s .   T h i s  will i n   t u r n   r o b   o u r   c o m m u n i t y   a n d   i t s  

c i t i z e n s  who depend on them f o r  a source   o f   income  wh ich   has   been  the  

backbone o f   o u r   c o m n u n i t y   f o r  30 y e a r s .  

The e x p l o r a t i o n  and p r o d u c t i o n   p h a s e s   o f   S a l e  number 60 will s e v e r e l y  

i n h i b i t ,  i f  n o t   p r o h i b i t ,   t h e   c o m m e r c i a l   h a r v e s t   w h i c h   t h e   f l e e t   d e p e n d s   i n  

these  a reas .  

We hope t h a t   t h i s   n r o p o s a l   i s   r e v i e w e d   c a r e f u l l y  and t h o r o u g h l y .  We 

as f i s h e r m e n   r e a l i z e   t h a t   o u r   c o u n t r y   n e e d s   t o   s e e k   e n e r g y   s e l f   s u f f i c i e n t l y .  

We c a n n o t   f i s h   w i h t o u t   o i l   f o r   o u r   v e s s e l s .  We f e e l   t h a t   h i s   p r o p o s a l  i s  

t h e   m o s t   l o g i c a l  and s e n s i b l e   d e v e l o p m e n t   o f   t h e   t w o   i n d u s t r i e s :   o i l   a n d  

f i s h .   L e t  us make a s h i n n i n g   e x a m p l e   o f   t h e   o i l   i n d u s t r y  and t h e   f i s h i n g  

i n d u s t r y   w o r k i n g   s i d e   b y   s i d e  i n  harmony.  Perhaps we can  set   an  example 

which will h e l p   s o l v e  many o f   t h e   p r o b l e m s   o u r   t w o   i n d u s t r i e s   f a c e   w o r k i n g  

t o g e t h e r  i n  t h e   f u t u r e  i n  t h e   s t a t e   o f   A l a s k a . "   T h e r e   a c c o m p a n i e s  a page 
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f r o m   t h e   s t u d i e s   i n   w h i c h  Bob T r e m a i n - - t n e   s p e c i f i c   t r a c t s   t h a t  he has 

r e q u e s t e d   t o   b e   d e l e t e d ,   a n d   t h e y   a r e   p r o b a b l y   o n   t h e   c h a r t s   o n   t h e   s i d e  

i f  anyone  want t o  check  them. 

MRS. WUNNICKE: Thank  you, M r .  H e r b e r t ,   f o r   p r e s e n t i n g  Mr. T rema in ’ s  

t e s t i m o n y .  Now f o r  whom w o u l d   y o u   l i k e   t o   s p e a k ?  

MR. HERBERT: I w o u l d   l i k e   t o   g i v e   y o u  my p r e s e n t a t i o n  i f  I may.  I 

will h a v e   t o   g e t   y o u   c o p i e s   l a t e r .  I was no p l a c e  3 n e a r  a Xerox  machine,  and 

I ’ m   n o t  a v e r y   f a s t   t y p i s t .  

Members o f   t h e   p a n e l ,   l a d i e s   a n d   g e n t l e m e n ,  my name i s  Jim Herber t ,   and 

I make my l i v i n g   c o m m e r c i a l l y   f i s h i n g   f o r   t a n n e r   c r a b ,   k i n g   c r a b   a n d   s h r i m p  

i n   t h e   l o w e r  Cook I n l e t   a n d  Kachemak Bay. Based on my knowledge o f   l o c a l  

f i s h e r i e s ,  I w o u l d   l i k e   t o   p o i n t   o u t   s e v e r a l   e r r o r s   i n   t h e   g r a p h i c   p r e s e n t a t i  

o f   d a t a   i n   t h e  D E I S  f o r   o i l  and  gas  lease  sale  number 60. I d o n ’ t  know i f  i t  

i s   g o i n g   t o   b e   w o r t h w h i l e   s i n c e  we a r e  so f a r  away f r o m   t h e   c h a r t s  and i f  

i t  m a t t e r s   t h a t  much t o   y o u  as i t  does t o  be  recorded  on  tape,   ah,  i f  t h e r e  

a r e   a n y   q u e s t i o n s ,  I c a n   m a y b e   t h e n   p o i n t   t h e m   o u t   s p e c i f i c a l l y  on t h e   c h a r t s  

MRS. WUNNICKE: It w o u l d   b e   h e l p f u l  i f  y o u   c o u l d   e l u d e   t o   t h e m   i n   y o u r  

t e s t i m o n y   a n d   t h e n   p e r h a p s   a t   t h e   b r e a k ,  i f  y o u   w o u l d   m e e t   w i t h   o n e   o f   o u r  

s t a f f  members and go o v e r  i t  i n  more d e t a i l   w i t h   t h e  char t ,  t h a t   w o u l d   b e  

v e r y   h e l p f u l   t o  us.  

FIR. HERBERT: Sure l y .   Graph ic  Number F o u r   w h i c h   d e s c r i b e s   m a j o r   h e r r i n g  

h a l i b u t ,   a n d   b o t t o m   f i s h   c o m e r c i a l   f i s h i n g   a r e a s ,   f a i l s   t o   i n c l u d e   b r o a d  

a reas   f rom  Sh in i tna  Bay s o u t h w a r d   t o   b e l o w  Cape D o u g l a s   t h a t   r e g u l a r l y   h e l p  

p r o d u c e   t h e   a v e r a g e   o f   o v e r  650,000 pounds o f   d r e s s e d   h a l i b u t   e a c h   y e a r .  

T h e r e   a r e   a l s o   a r e a s   i n   t h e   l o w e r   c e n t r a l   r e g i o n   t h a t   a r e   r e g u l a r l y   f i s h e d .  
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Thouqh ment ioned i n   t h e   t e x t ,   G r a p n i c  No. 7 ,  does n o t   i n d i c a t e   t h e   i m p o r t a n c c  

o f   t h e   b l u f f   p o i n t   c r a b   s a n c t u a r y   t o   t h e   r e a r i n g  and  mat ing  of   tanner  crab 

as i t  d i d   f o r   t h e   k i n g   c r a b   i n   G r a p h i c  No. 5 .  The t e x t  speaks  of  dungeness 

crab  catch  areas i n   o u t e r  Kachemak  Bay, bu t   Graph ic  No. 6 does n o t   i n d i c a t e  

t h i s  a t  all. I n  1979,  2.1 m i l l i o n  pounds o f  dungeness  were  caught i n  

Cook I n l e t ,   w i t h  a m a j o r i t y   c a u g h t   i n   t h i s   p a r t i c u l a r   a r e a .   T h i s   r e p r e s e n t s  

33 p e r c e n t   o f   t h e   e n t i r e   h a r v e s t   o f   t h e   d u n g e n e s s   c r a b   f o r   t h e   s t a t e  o f  

A l a s k a .  

As a shr imo  f isherman i n  Kachemak Bay, I am i n  c o n c u r r e n c e   w i t h   t h e  

da ta   g i ven   i n -Graph ic  No. 8. Greater   than 95% o f  all shr imp  caught  i n   o u r  

a rea   a re   P lank ton   feeders .  The c u r r e n t s   d e s c r i b e d  i n  Graphic No. 2 a r e   i n  

l a r g e  measure, t h e   c a u s e   o f   t h e   a b u n d a n c e   o f   p l a n k t o n   i n  Kachemak Bay which 

s u s t a i n s  a c a r e f u l l y  managed s h r i m p   p o p u l a t i o n .  The same c u r r e n t s   t h a t  

c o n c e n t r a t e   n u t r i e n t s   i n   p l a n k t o n   c o u l d   e a s i l y   c o n c e n t r a t e   o i l   f r o m  a ma jor  

o r   m i n o r   o i l   s p i l l .  

I s t r o n g l y   b e l i e v e   i n d i r e c t  consequences o f  an o i l   s p i l l  permeated  th ro t  

a f o o d   c h a i n   c a r r i e s  more d i r e  consequences   than  ta in ted   c rab   meat   and  o i l y  

b i r d s .  To c o n t i n u e   t h e   s c e n a r i o  above, o i l   c o n c e n t r a t e d   b y   c u r r e n t s   c o u l d  

r e a d i l y   k i l l  a p o r t i o n   o f   t h e   p l a n k t o n   w h i c h   i n   t h e i r   d i u r n a l   m i g r a t i o n s   a r e  

nea r   t he   su r face  a t  n i g h t .   W i t h   i n a d e q u a t e   f o o d   r e s o u r c e s ,   t h e   s h r i m p  

p o p u l a t i o n   w o u l d   l i k e l y   e x p e r i e n c e   s e v e r e   p o p u l a t i o n   r e c l i n e s ,   w h i c h   h a v i n g  

an e f f e c t e d   b r e e d i n g   s t o c k s ,   t o   r e q u i r e  many f o r   r e c o v e r y .  The p o t e n t i a l  

e x i s t s   f o r   o t h e r   s p e c i e s ;   s a y ,  ah, p o l l u c k ,   t o   j u b s e q u e n t l y   o c c u p y   t h e  

n i t c h   l e f t  open b y   t h e   s h r i m p   d i e - o f f   a n d   m i g h t   f u r t h e r   p r e v e n t   t h e   r e t u r n  

p o p u l a t i o n s .  To quote   Pas teur :  "The r o l e   o f   t h e   i n f i n i t e l y   s m a l l  i s  
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i n f i n i t e l y   g r e a t . "  

As I m e n t i o n e d   e a r l i e r ,   s p e a k i n g  on b e h a l f   o f  Bob Germain, t h e   w e s t  

bank o f   l o w e r  Cook I n l e t  i s  t he   p r ime   f i sh ing   g rounds   f o r   k ing   and   t anner  

crab.  Oil e x p l o r a t i o n  and  subsequent  development  would  do much t o   p u t   l o w e r  

Cook I n l e t   c r a b   f i s h e r m e n   o u t   o f   b u s i n e s s   b y   o c c u p y i n g   l a r g e   p o r t i o n s   o f   t h e  

c rab   g rounds   w i th   d r i l l   r i gs ,   p ipe   1a ) t i ng   ba rges ,   excuse  me, and a l a r g e  

t r a f f i c  o f  supp ly   vesse ls .  To my knowledge, t h e   o i l   i n d u s t r y  has never  had 

t o   d e a l   w i t h   c r a b   g e a r   a n d   c o n c e n t r a t i o n s   a n d   f o r   s i x   m o n t h s   o f   t h e   y e a r ,  

t h i s   e x i s t s  on t h e   w e s t   b a n k   o f   l o w e r  Cook I n l e t .  To c o m p l i c a t e   m a t t e r s ,  

s e v e r   t i d a l   c u r r e n t s   o f t e n   h o l d   c r a b   b u o y s   j u s t   b e l o w   t h e   s u r f a c e   f o r  many 

h o u r s   o f   t h e   d a y  i n  t h e   n o r t h   p o r t i o n   o f   t h e   p r o p o s e d   l e a s e   s a l e   a r e a ,  and 

f o r  as  many a s  f i v e  days i n   t h e   v i c i n i t y   o f  Cape Doug las .  Thus, h e l d   b e n e a t h  

t h e   s u r f a c e  and  m i g h t   e a s i l y   b e   c u t   o f f   b y   t h e   p r o p e l l o r s   o f   w o r k i n g   v e s s e l s .  

Gear l oss   wou ld   app ren t l y   be   compensa ted   under   t he   comp l i t i es   o f   t he  

f i s h e r m e n s '   f u n d ,   b u t   n o t   t h e   i m p o r t a n t   c r a b   i n c o m e   t h a t   t h o s e   l o s t   p o t s  

would  produce i f  t h e y   h a d   n o t   b e e n   l o s t   i n   t h e  f i rs t  p l a c e .   T h i s   i s   n o t h i n g  

b u t  a n u i s a n c e ,   f r u s t r a t i o n   a n d   t i m e   s p e n t   i n   c o p i n g   w i t h   b u r e a u c r a t i c  

compensation. 

Under OCS s a l e  number  1, t r a c t s  on the  west   bank  were  not   leased  and 

subsequen t   exp lo ra t i on  i n  a r e a s   m o r e   c e n t r a l   t o   t h e   l o w e r  Cook I n l e t   p r o v e d  

l i t t l e   d i r e c t   h a r d s h i p   t o   f i s h e r m e n .  To f u r t h e r   t h i s   c o m p a t i b i l i t y   i n   t h e   o i  

exp lo ra t i on   p rocess ,  I s t r o n g l y   u r g e   d e l e t i o n   o f   t h e   f o l l o w i n g  33 t r a c t s   t h a t  

o c c u p y   m a j o r   t a n n e r   a n d   k i n g   c r a b   f i s h i n g   a r e a s   i n   t h e  Cook I n l e t .  These 

numbers a r e   t h e  same as I read   be fo re ;  I w o n ' t  go over  them. 

I n  a b r o a d e r   o p i n i o n   o f   t h e   o f f s h o r e   o i l   p r o b l e m ,  I acknowledge  the 
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federa l   po l icy   to   fur ther  American o i l   s e l f - s u f f i c i e n c y .  Sooner o r   l a t e r ,  a 1 1  

potential   oil   producing  areas w i t h i n  the   United  States   wil l  be explored 

a n d  if  warranted,  developed. My preference  as  a fisherman i s   t o  postgone  the 

exploration and  most cer ta inly  the  development   of   t racts   unt i l   o i l   potent ia l  

i s  exhausted.   There  exists a proven  and relat ively  safe   technology  of   oi l  

production on land  and  potential s t i l l  exists on Alaskan  lands. By postponin! 

offshore  exploration  and  production,  lead time could be given  to  develop 

al ternat ive  energy  sources   to   re l ieve  dependence on petroleum a n d  more 

importantly,  allow  marine  oil  technology t o  g a i n   t h e   s o p h i s t i c a t i o n ,   t o  

minimize o i l   s p i l l s  and  maximize c lean-up   cab i l i t i es .   This   rou te   could   a l low 

ultimate  oil  developments w i t h  g rea t e r   s a fe ty   t han  now e x i s t s  and hopeful ly ,  

would minimize destruction  of  marine  renewable  resources upon which I ,  a s  

a fisherman, now and i n  t he  future will  depend. Thank you.  (Audience  applauc 

a 

MRS. WUNNICKE: Thank you, Mr. Herbert .  Nancy Swanson, who i s  s i t t i n g  

the re   i n   t he   f ron t  row. A t  t he   b reak   i f  you wi l l   t ake   the   t ime  to   po in t   thos t  

graphics  out t o  her ,  we would a p p r e c i a t e   i t .  Were you also  going  to  speak 

f o r  Mr. Bledsoe,  or? 

M R .  HERBERT: I was--1 w i l l   r e i t e r a t e .  Mr. Bledsoe i s  on business i n  

California and he asked  to  be p u t  down in  favor  of  Tremain's and my proposals 

MRS. WUNNICKE: I s  he a l s o  a commercial  fisherman? 

M R .  HERBERT: He i s  a commercial crab  f isherman. 

MRS.  WUNNICKE: Okay. Thank you, and i f  you wil l   g ive  copies   to  Ms. 

Hensel. Thank you.  Assa  Bates  speaking f o r  Annabel Lund? Is Assa Bates 

here?  Steven  Clark? 

M R .  STEVEN C L A R K :  My name i s  Steven M .  Clark.  My mailing  address i s  

the workshop 
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box  1522, Homer, A l a s k a .  I l i v e  and  work  here. I am unequivocal ly  opposed 

i n  any f o r m   o f   t h e   p r o p o s e d   o i l  and  gas l e a s e   s a l e  number 60 i n   t h e   l o w e r  

Cook I n l e t  and She l i   ko f  S t r a i t .  I am unequivocal ly  opposed t o  the  proposed o i  

and gas l e a s e   A l t e r n a t i v e   1 ,  3, 4, 5 and 6, a s  l i s t e d   i n   t h e  D r a f t  

Environmental   Impact  Study  prepared  by  the  Bureau  of   Land Management and t h e  

Un i ted   S ta tes   Depar tmen t   o f   I n te r i o r .  I am n o t   a l o n e   i n  my o p p o s i t i o n .  

I am sure  the  Bureau of Land Management and the   Un i ted   S ta tes  

Department o f  I n t e r i o r  i s  we l l   acqua in ted   w i th   Homer ' s   s tand  on t h i s   i s s u e  

i n   t h e   p a s t .  The v a s t   m a j o r i t y   o f   H o m e r i t e s   t e s t i f y i n g  a t  t h e  E I S  hear ings  

conducted i n  February o f  1966  and t h e   f o l l o w i n g  summer boasts a s t r o n g  

o p p o s i t i o n   t o  any  petro-chemical  development i n  Kachemak Bay and Cook I n l e t .  

S i n c e   t h a t  t i m e ,  subs tan t i a l   s tud ies   have   been   pub l i shed   rega rd ing   t he  

development o f   o i l   i n   t h e  Homer a r e a .   I n   b o t h   s t u d i e s ,   t h e   B e r i n g   G o l d  

Report  o f  1976  and t h e  Tam Study  issued l a s t  summer, a resounding o f  the  majo 

s t a t e d   t h e y   n o t   w a n t   o i l   h e r e .  As I s a i d   e a r l i e r ,  I am n o t   a l o n e   i n  my 

oppos i t i on .  

3 

I count   mysel f  among t h e  74 percent  o f  t h e   r e s i d e n t s   s u r v e y e d   i n   t h e  

Tam study who s a i d   t h e y   d i s c o u r a g e d   a n y   p e t r o - c h e m i c a l   r e l a t e d   i n d u s t r y   i n  

t h i s   a r e a .  

I t  seems p a r d o x i c a l   t o  me l i s t i n g   t h e   r e a s o n s   f o r   o u r   o p p o s i t i o n .  

For you, the  ones who compi led   the   Env i ronmenta l   Impact   S ta tement   have  sa id  

all al ready  i n  e x p l i c i t   d e t a i l .  You are  the  ones who t a l k   a b o u t  a 98 pe rcen t  

p r o b a b i l i t y   o f  a 1,000 b a r r e l   s p i l l   s h o u l d   o i l   b e   d r i l l e d   h e r e .  You a r e   t h e  

ones who ment ion   the   loss   o f   f i sh ing   g rounds  and  f i sh ing   gear .  You e l u d e   t o  

adverse  impacts  that  an o i l   s p i l l  h a s   u p o n   t h e   f i s h ,   p l a n t   l i f e ,   t h e   p e o p l e  
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who l i ve   he re .  You t e l l  u s  t h a t  Homer's l i f e - s t y l e   s h a l l  be i r r e t r i e v a b l l y  

l o s t  once   o i l   a r r ives .   I f  you h a d  the time, and  I had the endurance, I could 

be he re   a l l   n igh t   a t   r ead  back t o  you the  reasons why  we should  propose  the 

s a l e  of the proposed o i l  a n d  gas l e a s e s ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  need t o  do t h a t .  YOU 

have provided them in   the  DEIS report .   Therefore ,  I wi l l   c lose  by sayin? 

t h i s :  I l i k e  many of the 74% people who were born here or came t o  t h i s  area 

have found a beauty,  a l i f e - s t y l e ,  a way of  livin:  with the environment t h a t  

cannot be found  where o i l - r e l a t e d   i n d u s t r y   e x i s t s .  They are  not  compatible 

in my opinion. And i f  I ever d o u b t  myself ,  a l l  I ever need t o  do i s   d r i v e  

60 miles  north t o  Kenai and see myself how things  have  changed  since  oil came 

t o  town. T h a n k  you.  (Audience  applauds). 

MRS. WUNNICKE: Michael  O'Meara? 

M R .  MICHAEL O'MEARA: Good evening. Thank you for   hear ing  me. F i r s t  

of a l l ,  I guess I should s ta te  my pos i t i on ,  and  I hope I won't  be too 

redundant  in  saying t h a t  I am opposed t o   o i l  a n d  gas l e a s e   s a l e  number 60.  

I am a l s o  opposed t o  a l l  petro  development  in  the  lower Cook I n l e t .  

My reasons--1  guess  this  Impact  Statement, as Mr. Clark  said  in   the 

previous  Statement  from  the f i r s t   s a l e ,  provided more t h a n  enough reasons t o  

oppose  the  sale.  Those  unavoidable ,   adverse  effects   that  are mentioned  over 

and over.  I t  i s   p re t ty   f r i gh ten ing   fo r   peop le  t h a t  have t o  face  those.  To 

general ize ,  the ch ron ic   po l lu t ion - - tha t ' s   t he  low level of s t u f f  t h a t  occurs 

over a long  period of t ime--1  don ' t   feel  anyone has really  addressed  with  the 

way in  dealing  with t h a t .  Then,  of cour se ,   t he re   a r e  the c a t a s t r o p h i c   s p i l l s  

with such high  potential  t h a t  you mention  again and  a g a i n .  There ' s   the   fac t  

t h a t  the   industry--for  t h a t  mat te r ,  no one  has developed t o  my knowledge o r  
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to   your   knowledge,  a s a t i s f a c t o r y  way o f   d e a l i n g   w i t h   c a t a s t r o p h i c  s p i l l s ,  

e s p e c i a l l y   n o t   i n   t h e   a r e a   o f   t h e   l o w e r  Cook I n l e t .  O f  cou rse ,   t he re   a re  

s o c i a l  and  economic i n t e r r u p t i o n s   t h a t  do occu r .   Aga in ,  as M r .  C l a r k   j u s t  

sa id ,  I d o n ' t  need t o   s t a n d   h e r e  and r e p e a t   o v e r   a n d   o v e r   a g a i n   t h e   t h i n g s  

t h a t   y o u   h a v e   a l r e a d y   t o l d  us. You know t h e m   v e r y   w e l l .  I will s a y   t h a t  

t h e   p o p u l a t i o n   g r o w t h  will o c c u r ,   t h e r e  will b e   g r e a t e r  demand on s e r v i c e s ,  

h i g h   t a x e s ,   o f   c o u r s e ,   t h e r e  will be  more  people i n   t h e   a r e a .   T h e r e  will be 

a f a l l - o f f  i n  w i l d l i f e ,   c r i m e  will, i n d e e d ,   i n c r e a s e .  Air and l a n d   t r a f f i c  

9 

I 
i I 
I 

i ~ 

1 
I 

i 

I 

! 
will inc rease .   The re  will be  more  noise 

t o   c o n f l i c t   w i t h   o u r   f e l l o w  humanbeings. 

us adequate  reason t o   f e e l   t h a t   t h e   e x i s  

i n i t i a l   s t a g e s   o f   d e v e l o p m e n t   h e r e ,   t h a t  

be  degraded  as  wel l .  

t 

m o r e   a g i t a t i o n ,  more o p p o r t u n i t y  

I d o   b e l i e v e   t h a t   y o u   h a v e   g i v e n  

i n g   i n d u s t r i e s   t h a t   a r e   j u s t  i n  t h e i l  

t o u r i s m   a n d   c o m m e r c i a l   f i s h i n g  will 

I t h ink   pe rhaps  even more  impor tan t   as  a r e a s o n   f o r  my o b j e c t i o n ,  my 

o p p o s i t i o n   t o   t h e   s a l e ,   i s   w h a t  I see as a f a t a l   f l a w  i n  NEPA. I n  deed when 

i t  was enac ted   and   requ i red   such   s ta temen ts   as   t h i s   be  made,  many o f  us 

d i d n ' t   r e a l i z e  it, b u t   t h e r e  was n o t h i n g   w h i c h   r e q u i r e d   a n y   k i n d   o f   r e c o g n i t i '  

of a l l  of t hese   impac ts   no r   any   ac t i on .   The re  was n o t h i n g   t o   e n f o r c e   c a r e   o r  

concern.   Th is  makes me fee l   once   aga in ,  and a f t e r   t e s t i f y i n g  a t  many h e a r i n g s  

i n   t h e   p a s t ,   t h a t   w h a t  I ' m  d o i n g   i s   r a t h e r   f u t i l e .  I t h i n k   o f   t h e   r e s u l t s  

o f   t h e   g r e a t   C r a n s a l a s k a   p i p e l i n e   d e b a t e .  I t h i n k   o f   t h e   r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  

h e a r i n g s   o n   t h e   G u l f   o f   A l a s k a   s t u d y ,  and t h e n ,   o f   c o u r s e ,   o f   t h e   l o w e r  Cook 

I n l e t   s t u d y .  I t h i n k   a n o t h e r   r e a s o n   i s   t h e   f a i l u r e o n   t h e   p a r t   o f   p e r h a p s ,  

you ,   whoever   pu t   together   the   Impact   S ta tement  t o  a d d r e s s   r e a l   a l t e r n a t i v e s  

t o   t h e   s a l e .   O b v i o u s l y ,  I f a v o r   A l t e r n a t i v e   2 .  I w o u l d   l i k e   t o   r e a d  i t ,  o r  
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a p o r t i o n   o f  i t  r a t n e r .  I d o n ' t   d o   t h a t   o f t e n .  The i m p a c t   t h a t   y o u   l i s t  

i n   t h i s  Statement o f   s e l e c t i n g   A l t e r n a t i v e  2, would be t o   e l i m i n a t e   t h e  

proposed  sale.  "May r e d u c e   f u t u r e  OCS o i l  and  gas  product ion.   Requi re 

e s c a l a t e d   i m p o r t s   o f   o i l   a n d   g a s   a n d   c r e a t e  a n a t i o n a l   n e e d   t o   d e v e l o p   a l t e r n z  

energy  sources t o   r e d u c e   t h e   i m p a c t s   f r o m   t h e   c a n c e l l a t i o n   o f   t h e   s a l e . "  

Two t h i n g s   o c c u r   t o  me when I r e a d   t h a t :   o n e ,  I d o   t h i n k   t h a t   i n   c h o o s i n g  

A l t e r n a t i v e  2 wou ld   c rea te  a n a t i o n a l   n e e d   t o   d e v e l o p   a l t e r n a t i v e   e n e r g y  

sources.  I t h i n k   t h a t   n e e d   e x i s t s .  I t h i n k   n o   o n e   w o u l d   a r g u e   w i t h   t h a t .  

I f  indeed i t  d i d   h e l p   u s   p u r s u e   t h a t   r o l e ,  I w o u l d   t h i n k   t h a t   w o u l d   b e  

reason  enough t o  c h o o s e   A l t e r n a t i v e  2 because  unless we do t h a t ,  we a r e  

g o i n g   t o  be i n  a g r e a t   d e a l   o f   t r o u b l e  no m a t t e r  how much o i l  we f i n d   o r   d o n ' i  

f i n d   i n  Cook I n l e t .  

0 

L i s t e d  as t h e   a l t e r n a t i v e s   a r e   i n c r e a s e s  i n  o i l  and  gas  imports,   coal  

g a s i f i c a t i o n ,  and n u c l e a r   e n e r g y .  I found i t  v e r y   s t a r t l i n g   t h a t  I d i d n ' t  

see any ment ion  made o f   i n c r e a s i n g   e f f o r t s   t o w a r d   t h e   p r o d u c t i o n  o f  hydropowel 

s o l a r   e n e r g y ,   t h e   u s e   o f  wind, b iogas  and many o f   t h e   o t h e r   t h i n g s   t h a t   a r e  

r e a l l y   n o t   p r o d u c t i v e   a t   t h i s   p o i n t   t o  any   g rea t   degree,   bu t   wh ich   have 

enormous p o t e n t i a l .   T h e r e  was n o   d i s c u s s i o n   e i t h e r   o f   t h e   c o u n t r y   h a v i n g   t o  

deve lop   those  was te fu l  ways t o  use   and  p roduce  the   energy   tha t  we need. 

4 

A n o t h e r   r e a s o n   f o r   r e j e c t i n g   t h e   s a l e   i s   t h e   l a c k   o f   i n v e s t i g a t i o n   o f  

t h e   f u t u r e   v a l u e  among d e v e l o p e d   o i l   s i t e s   a n d   b y   t h a t  I mean s i m p l y   t h i s :  

t h a t  i f  t h e   o i l   i s   l e f t   i n   t h e   g r o u n d ,   w h a t   v a l u e   m i g h t  it have t o  us  i f  we 

must  indeed  sometime  go t o  it i n   t h e   f u t u r e .  A t  t h i s   t i m e ,  we a r e   v e r y ,  

very   dependent   on  pet ro leum. I need n o t   t e l l   y o u   t h i s .  You are  aware o f  it, 

I'm sure,  as w e l l .  We a r e   v e r y   d e p e n d e n t   o n   p e t r o l e u m   f o r   t h e   p r o d u c t i o n   o f  
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a 1 1  agr icul tural   products ,   everything from f e r t i l i z e r s  t o  fuel t o  run the 

equipment t h a t  harvest   p lants ,   processes   agr icul tural   goods.  The manufacture 

of synthetics,   pharmaceuticals,   various  kinds of necessary  lubricants .  Clith 

tne  population of ou r  ea r th  growing a t   t h e  speed a t  which i t   i s  now, a n d  i t  

continues t o  increase  a t  a n  enormous r a t e ,  I would t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  need f o r  t h  

future   generat ion  in   these  areas ,   regardless  of t h e i r  need f o r   f u e l ,  might 

outweygh any value t h a t  you could  possibly  achieved by t ak ing   t he   o i l  a t  t h i s  

time. 

One more reason and  perhaps  meaningless t o  you,  very  important t o  me, i 

my personal   experience  with  oi l .  I l i v e d   i n   C a l i f o r n i a   f o r   t h e   f i r s t  27 year 

of my l i f e .  I grew u p  a round  o i l .  Oil and  long-term  development. Two place 

come t o  mind, t h a t  while n o t  analogous t o  the Homer a r e a ,  b u t  d i f f e r e n t  

geographically and geolopical ly  a n d  s o c i a l l y ,   i t   s t i l l   c o u l d   r e p r e s e n t   t h e  

fu tu re   o f   t h i s   a r ea   i f   o i l  development  takes  place. One was in   the  central  

val ley and  one was Mericopa,   c lose  to   the  central   val ley,  b u t  i n   t he   foo th i l l  

t o  the  west.  Many times I look th rough  these  communit ies   long  af ter   their  

o i l  boom had taken  place,  a n d  t he  words t h a t  come t o  my mind a r e  " d u s t ,  

le thargy and  despa i r . "  An area t h a t  was phys ica l ly   ( Indiscern ib le )   o f  people 

t h a t  was s o c i a l l y  and morally  great.  The r e su l t s   o f  a boom-type economy are  

n o t  p leasant ,  and  I would n o t  l i k e   t o  see i t  occur   here .  

In conclusion,  you might  ask the question I often  ask  myself .  Why 

t e s t i f y  a t  a h e a r i n g   l i k e   t h i s   i f  I r e a l l y   b e l i e v e   i t   i s   f u t i l e ?  One reason 

i s  t o  remind some of my f r i ends  who are members of  the Chamber of Commerce 

or  otherwise  involved  in  businesses here in  the  comnunity. t h a t  t h e r e   a r e  

those of us who con t inue   t o   s ee   o i l  and  gas  development here t o  be d e s t r u c t i j  
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phenominal margin,  Congress  spoke  again. I n  e f f e c t ,   o v e r r i d i n g  the guidel ines  

t o  NEPA and ruled t h a t  a l l   the   requi rements  had  been met and prevented the 

proposal from fu ther   jud ic ia l   rev iew.  So much f o r  the  f i r s t  t e s t .  

In  subsequent  years, the w r i t i n g  of  Impact  Statements became more r e f i n e  

became recognized  apparently,   that  a well  prepared,  well  documented,  thorough1 

considered document was  an a lmos t   ce r t a in   s a fegua rd   i n   l i t i ga t ion .  I n  1976 

residents  of this  area  were  provided w i t h  the Draft  Environmental  Impact 

Statement  for the  f i r s t  proposed  offshore  oi l   development   lease  sale .  The  

Statement was  a masterpiece o f  candor. Again a n d  again,  i t  pointed  out   the  

lack  of  adequate  information a n d  the environmental  safeguards t h a t  needed f u r l  

study and the v i r tua l   ce r t a in ty   o f   adve r se   soc i a l  a n d  environmental  impacts. 

Doubters  began t o  hope again.  A new, more environmentally  conscious  administri 

was i n  o f f i c e  and the   p ro j ec t  was damned  by i t s  own words. I n  February  of ‘7; 

the s a l e  was held i n  s p i t e   o f  the preponderance  of  testimony  against i t .  

N o t  only d i d  i t  procede  unhindered,  but some of t h e  most s e n s i t i v e  and vulneri 

t rac t s ,   p rev ious ly   de le ted  by one of  th i s  count ry’s   l eas t   envi ronmenta l ly  

aware adminis t ra t ions ,   were   re ins ta ted .  So much f o r  the second t e s t .  

3 

The government  and industry i t  had  found a loophole. NEPA merely 

requires  that   consideration  be  given  to  environmental   impacts,   not  that  any 

real   act ion  be  taken  for   those  considerat ions.  We now have before us a new 

Impact  Statement. We have  another  proposed OCS l e a s e   s a l e .  A Statement 

every b i t  as darning as the f i r s t ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  w i t h  regard   to  the impact on 

Kodiak and the  vi l lages   of   Port   Lyons,  E n g l i s h  Bay and Port  Graham. We were 

t o l d  t h a t  among t h e   i r r e v e r s i b l e  and i r r e t r i e v a b l e  damages  would be the 

des t ruc t ion   o f   t r ad i t i ona l   va lues ,   soc i a l   i n t e r r e l a t ionsh ips ,   subs i s t ence  
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r e s o u r c e s ,   a n d   q u a l i t y  o f  l i f e .  We have  be fore  us t h e   p r o s p e c t  o f  11  major 

s p i l l s ,   f o u r   o f  them i n  t h i s   p r o j e c t   a l o n e ,   a n d  a 9 9   p l u s   p e r c e n t   p r o b a b i l i t y  

t h a t   a t   l e a s t  one m a j o r   s p i l l  will o c c u r   w i t h  a 94 percent  chance o f  r e a c h i n g  

Cook I n l e t   s h o r e s   w i t h i n   1 0   d a y s .  One a r e a   b i o l o g i s t  h a s   e s t i m a t e d   t h a t   s p i l  

on the   magn i tude o f  t h e   A r g o   M e r c h a n t   w o u l d   r e s u l t   i n  a one i n c h   t h i n k .  

b l a n k e t  o f  o i l   f r o m   s h o r e   t o   s h o r e .   N o t  a v e r y   p l e a s i n g   p r o s p e c t .  

Where e n v i r o n m e n t a l   c o n s i d e r a t i o n   i s   g i v e n   e q u a l   w e i g h t   w i t h   e c o n o m i c  
P 

ones, i t  i s   f a i l e d   t o   b e   w i t h d r a w n .  But we d o n ' t   h a v e   a n y   r e a l   h o p e   o r  

e x p e c t a t i o n   t h a t   t h i s  will ever   be   t he   case .  On economic  grounds  then,   ther  

i s   a l s o  good o r   a t   l e a s t   a d e q u a t e   r e a s o n s   t o   c a n c e l   t h e   s a l e .   P a r t   o f   t h e  

S t a t e m e n t   i t s e l f - - a c c o r d i n g   t o   t h e   S t a t e m e n t   i t s e l f ,   t h e r e   i s   o n l y  a f i v e  

p e r c e n t   p r o b a b i l i t y   t h a t   o i l  will b e   d i s c o v e r e d   i n   e c o n o m i c a l l y   r e c o v e r a b l e  

amounts. I n d u s t r y   i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e   a r e a   a p p e a r s   t o   b e   s l i g h t   a s   e v i d e n c e d   b y  

the   lack   o f   med ia   p ropoganda  focused  our   way .  I f  t h i s   i s   t r u e ,   t h e n  i t  may  b 

t h a t   t h e   s a l e  will b e   c a n c e l l e d .   T h a t   w o u l d   b e  a good t h i n g ,   b u t  we will n o t  

f o o l   o u r s e l v e s .  We h a v e   l o n g   s i n c e   r e l i n q u i s h e d   h o p e   h a v i n g   a n y   s i g n i f i c a n t  

i n f l u e n c e   u p o n   i n d u s t r y ' s   o p e r a t i o n s .  We make o u r   s t a t e m e n t   t o d a y   m e r e l y   t o  

r e g i s t e r   o u r   o p i n i o n   o f f i c a l l y  so t h a t  i t  c a n n o t   b e   s a i d   l a t e r   t h a t   n o   o n e  

cared. We make our   s ta tement   because we must.  To do o t h e r w i s e ,   w o u l d   b e   t o  

s u r r e n d e r   t o   a p a t h y   o r   d e s p a i r   a n d  we a r e   n o t   r e a d y   f o r   t h a t .  Thank  you. 

(Audience  applauds) .  

MRS. WUNNICKE: Peggy  McIntyre:  

MS. PEGGY McINTYRE: I l e f t  all my h a r d   f a c t s   a t  home e x p e c t i n g   t o  spea 

tomorrow, b u t  I f e e l   l i k e  I should  say  someth ing.  So maybe a g a r b l e d  message 

i s  b e t t e r   t h a n   n o n e   a t  all. 
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MRS. WUNNICKE: We wou ld   app rec ia te   you r   send ing  them i n   w r i t i n g ,  if 

you will. 

MS. McINTYRE:  Oh, I will. I f e e l   l i k e  I s h o u l d   a l s o  say something 

here.  Ah, I am unequ ivocab ly   opposed  to   any   k ind  o f  o i l   l e a s e   s a l e .  For 

20 years ,  I have  been  encourag ing   th is   count ry  i n  any way I c o u l d   t o   d e c r e a s e  

i t s  r e l i a n c e  on non-renewable  resources.  A t  t h a t   t i m e   f o r   2 0 - - a n d  my e f f o r t s  

have  increased,   though  apparent ly   none o f  us have  been  heard. I n   t h e  l a t e  

5 0 ' s  we no t i ced   t he re   were   t hese   b ig   ca rs   runn ing   a round   us ing   up   gaso l i ne .  

Wel l ,   what was go ing   to   happen when a l l  o f   t h a t  was used up? It was never  

go ing   to   be   used  up .  We were   go ing   t o   have  it f o r e v e r .  So here we a re   t oday .  

Our f i s h e r i e s   i n d u s t r y  i s  i n  danger.  Our s u b s i s t e n c e   c u l t u r e   i s   i n   d a n g e r ,  

and sill we a re   be ing   asked  t o  e n c o u r a g e   t h e   o i l   i n d u s t r y   t o  come i n .  When 

I sa id ,  I d o n ' t   w a n t   t h e   o i l   i n d u s t r y   i n  Homer, I d o n ' t   j u s t  mean j u s t  Homer. 

I mean anywhere. I t h i n k   t h a t  we need t o   r e d u c e   t h e   o i l   i n d u s t r y .  We need 

t o   r e d u c e   t h e   t a k i n g   o f   o i l   o u t  o f  d e l i c a t e   g r o u n d ,   o u t   o f   d e l i c a t e   o c e a n s .  

I r e a l i z e   t h a t  some d r i l l i n g  has t o   c o n t i n u e ,   b u t   n o t  as p a n i c   s t r i c k e n  as 

we a r e   d o i n g  i t  r i g h t  now. I t h i n k   t h a t  we need t o   c o n c e n t r a t e   o u r   e n e r g i e s ,  

as I h a v e   t h o u g h t   f o r   t h e   l a s t   1 5   y e a r s ,   o n   s o l a r   e n e r g y ,  on  wind,  on 

o t h e r  means,  on reduc ing   our   needs .  We d o n ' t   h a v e   t o   r u n  60 a p p l i a n c e s   i n  OUI 

homes. We d o n ' t   h a v e   t o   h e a t   o u r  homes t o  75 degress when we a r e   n o t   t h e r e .  

We can r e l y  on s i m p l i e r  means.  There i s  one o t h e r   t h i n g .  Ah, b a s i c a l l y ,  I 

guess  what I am t a l k i n g   a b o u t   w h i c h  i s  n a t i o n a l   i n t e r e s t ,   w h i c h  i s  a lways  

thrown a t  us when someone wants  us t o   s w a l l o w  a b i g g e r   p i l l .  It i s  a l l  i n  

t h e   n a t i o n a l   i n t e r e s t .   I n   t h e   p a r t i c u l a r   c a s e  o f  Homer, a l t h o u g h  a s m a l l  

p lace,  a smal l   impact  maybe, b u t  I t h i n k   t h e  same t h i n g  i s  happening i n   o t h e r  
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p laces .   That   peop le   a re   mov ing  away f r o m   t h e   m a i n   c u l t u r e .  We a r e   t r y i n g   t o  

develop a c u l t u r e   t h a t  i s  n o t  so dependent   on   the   fosse l   fue ls .  We i n  

Homer have  access--because  the  populat ion i s  n o t   t o o   g r e a t   f o r   t h e   e n v i r o n m e n t  

yet .  We have  access t o   c o a l  on the  beaches; we have  access t o  wood. We do 

n o t  have t o   d r i v e   b a c k   a n d   f o r t h   t o   w o r k   e v e r y d a y .  Many o f  us have  cnosen t o  

work   par t t ime a t  a j o b   a n d   s u p p l e m e n t   t h a t   b y   p l a n t i n g   o u r   g a r d e n s ,   f r e e z i n g  

and r e f r i g e r a t ? n ' n g   o u r   v e g e t a b l e s ,   f i s h i n g .   M o s t   o f  my p r o t e i n ,  I ' m  s u r e ,  come 

f r o m   t h e   b a s e   o f   t h e   S p i t .  I wonder how much m u s s e l l s  will be l e f t   t h e r e .  

There  are  two  k inds o f  f i s h   t h a t  can  be  caught   dur ing  the  season.  A person 

can r e a l l y   s u p p l e m e n t - - n o t   o n l y   s u p p l e m e n t   t h e i r   i n c o m e ,  many p e o p l e   h a r d l y  

have t o  depend on t h e  consumer   indus t ry  a t  a l l ,   w h i c h  some o f  us see a s  a bad 

t h i n g .  Some p e o p l e   f e e l  we should  buy a l l  o f  our  food  packaged a t  t h e   s t o r e .  

Th is  i s  t he  >way our  economy  has t r a d i t i o n a l l y  been  run ,   bu t  I t h i n k  i t  i s  n o t  

the  most  economical way, i f  n o t   t h e   m o s t   e c o l o g i c a l  way. I t h i n k   v e r y  soon 

i t  i s  g o i n g   t o   b e   i m p o s s i b l e   t o   l i v e   t h i s  way. I t h i n k  we a r e   g o i n g   t o   f i n d  

o u r s e l v e s   i n  a c r i s i s .  

But  what i s  happen ing   here  i s  k i n d   o f  a g r a d u a l   t r a n s i t i o n .   T h i s  i s  

a t r a d i t i o n a l  way i n  Honer  s ince  the  homesteaders,   such a s  Reuben C a l l ,  were 

h e r e   i n   t h e  3 0 ' s .  They came, t h e y   s e t t l e d  on t h e   l a n d .  They l i v e d  on t h e  

l and .  It i s  still f e a s i b l e .   M o s t   o f  us have t o  work i n  town, a c e r t a i n  

amount, b u t  i t  has g o t t e n   t o  be k i n d a   h a l f   a n d   h a l f .  I t h i n k   t h i s   q u a l i f i e s  

i n  a c e r t a i n   s e n s e - - a   t r a d i t i o n - - i n   t h e   s e n s e   o f  a t r a d i t i o n   t h a t   i s   r e c o g n i z  

as  a way o f   l i f e   t h a t  a m a j o r   p o r t i o n - - I ' m   n o t   s u r e   t h a t   m o s t ,   b u t  I would  s a  

t h a t  maybe ha l f  o f   t h e   p e o p l e  i n  Homer, i n   t h e  Homer a r e a ,   l i v e   p a r t i a l l y  on 

s u b s i s t e n c e ,   p a r t i a l l y  on a j o b ,   t h a t  we d o n ' t - - a r e n ' t  a l l ,  you  know,  have  an 
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e i g h t   t o   f i v e   j o b ,   f i v e  days a week. I t h i n k   t h a t   i s   v e r y   i m p o r t a n t ,  

A n o t h e r   t h i n g   t h a t  comes o u t   o f   t h i s   i s   t h a t  we a r e   d o i n g  a l o t   o f  

e x p e r i m e n t a t i o n   w i t h   a l t e r n a t i v e   e n e r g y .   S t e v e   S m i l e y   ( p h )   i s   t h e - - i s   o u r  

l o c a l   a l t e r n a t i v e   e n e r g y   c o n s u l t a n t .   T h e r e   h a v e   b e e n   h o u s e s   u s i n g   v a r i o u s  

degrees  o f   so lar   energy i n  Homer. T h e r e   a r e   p e o p l e   b u i l d i n g  a w i n d m i l l   i n  

Homer. Ah, r e c e n t l y   o r  maybe j u s t   p r e t t y  soon, t h e r e   i s  a team  f rom Denmark 

' c o m i n g   o v e r   t o   g i v e   t e c h n i c a l   a d v i c e   o n   b u i l d i n g   w i n d m i l l s .  I t h i n k   t h i s   i s  

a good s t a r t .  It may b e   s m a l l ,  but  I t h i n k   t h i s   i s   g o i n g  on a l l   o v e r  tine 

c o u n t r y  i n  l i t t l e  ways. I t h i n k  i t  i s   p a r t   o f   w h a t  use t o   b e   c a l l e d   t h e  

Green E v o l u t i o n .  I t h i n k  it is going  on. I'm s o r r y ,  I ' m  so nervous.  

B u t   t h e   m a i n   t h r u s t   o f  i t  i s   i s   t h a t  I t h i n k   a l l   o f   t h i s   i s   i n   t h e   n a t i o n a l  

i n t e r e s t ,   a n d  I t h i n k   t h a t   A l t e r n a t i v e  2 i s  good f o r   t h e   r e a s o n   t h a t   M i c h a e l  

O 'Meara   sa id .   That  i f  we d o n ' t   s e l l   t h e s e   l e a s e s ,  i f  we r e t a i n e d   t h e   o i l  

i n   t h e   g r o u n d - - w h i c h   w o u l d   p r o b a b l y   b e   l a t e r - - a n d  I 'm  n o t   s a y i n g  we can j u s t  

s t o p   u s i n g   o i l   r i g h t  now. I ' m  s a y i n g ,   y e a h ,   t o   k i n d a   s l o w  down a whole  buncl 

and we c a n ' t   c o u n t   o n  money f o r   t h e  economy because a boom economy,  everybod: 

knows, i s   n o t  a h e a l t h y  one, e s p e c i a l l y   i n  Homer. Homer i s   v e r y   m a r g i n a l .  

All o f  t h i s   s t u f f   w o r k s  ir, Homer, t h e   d i f f e r e n t   l i f e - s t y l e s ,   b e c a u s e   t h e r e  

h a s n ' t   b e e n  a b i g   r u s h .  It has a l l   k i n d   o f  worked i t s  way out.   People  have 

j o s s l e d   ( s i c )  and fit it i n .  It i s  a l s o  a v e r y   c o m m u n i t y - o r i e n t a t e d   p l a c e .  

I t  i s   v e r y   c o n d u c i v e   t o   t h i s .   T h e r e   a r e   o t h e r   p l a c e s   l i k e   t h i s ,   t o o ,   a n d  

many o f  them  have  been  ruined by t h e   i n t r o d u c t i o n   o f   o i l .   N o t   b e c a u s e   t h e s e  

peop le  who  come h e r e   w o r k   f o r   t h e   o i l  companies a re   bad   t hemse lves ,  i t  i s  

j u s t   t h a t   t h e y   h a v e  a d i f f e r e n t   l i f e - s t y l e ,   t h e y   a r e   m o r e   o p p o r t u n i s t s .  Um, 

I d i d n ' t   p u t   t h a t   v e r y   w e l l ,   b u t  maybe you see what  I ' m  t r y i n g   t o   s a y .  I t h  
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t h a t  t o   des t roy   t h i s  and to   destoy--run  the risk of  destroying  even  part o f  

t h e   f i s h e r i e s ,   p a r t   o f  the subs is tence ,  and a l ready ,   a l ready   the   subs is tence  

f i sher ies   a re   be ing   l imi ted  by Fish and Game because  they  were  taking  too 

many f ish from the  commercial f ishermen.  There 's  a  movement t o  reduce  the 

s i z e  of the nets  and l i m i t  the season and areas .  I f e e l   t h a t  a person  has 

a r ight ,  a basic  r i g h t ,  i f  he  wants t o  go o u t  and g e t  his own food, I d o n ' t  

t h i n k  t h a t  he should be required  to  go  buy a t  a s t o r e ,  and we can s t i l l  do t h i  

i n  Homer. I t h i n k  t h a t  everything  possible  should  be done t o   c o n t e s t   t h a t .  

Thank you very much. (Audience  applauds). 

MRS. WUNNICKE:  Thank you.  Roseleen Moore? Danny Parks? Thanks f o r  

being  pat ient .  

M R .  D A N N Y  PARKS: I would j u s t  l i k e   t o   s a y   t h a t  I am opposed t o   t h e  

o i l  a n d  gas   l ea se   s a l e .  I have only   l ived  i n  Homer a y e a r ,  a l i t t l e  over a 

year ,  and I ' v e  h a d  no t rouble   f inding work.  People  say t h a t  Homer needs the  

employment,  and I ' v e  had  no t rouble   f ind ing  work. Th ings  get a l i t t l e  slow 

i n  the win te r ,   bu t   i f  you  want t o  l i v e   h e r e ,  you can. The o i l  would br ing 

a few j o b s   t o  Homer, b u t  I t h i n k  i t  would e l imina te  more than i t  would b r i n g .  

I am opposed t o  i t .  T h a n k  you.  (Audience  applauds). 

MRS. W U N N I C K E :  Frank  Griswold? 

M R .  FRANK GRISWOLD: I am a l s o  opposed t o   t h e   o i l  and  gas l e a s e   s a l e .  

I have lived i n  Homer f o r   f i v e   y e a r s .  I have  been a commercial fisherman, an' 

I cur ren t ly  

of Commerce, 

applause).  

best   par t   of  

i n  r u n n i n g  Glacier View Garage. I am not a member of   the  Chamber 

and I i n  the   fu ture   wi l l   no t   be  a  member. (Laughter a n d  

I think  what i t   b o i l s  down t o  i s  Homer i s  unique and probably  the 

t h i s  whole  deal i s  t h a t  you people  can  share a par t   o f   our  town 
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and maybe spend a l i t t l e   t i m e   h e r e  and r e a l i z e   t h a t   t h e r e  i s  someth ing 

~ d i f f e r e n t   a b o u t  Homer. We d o n ' t   w a n t   t o   b e   l i k e   e v e r y b o d y   e l s e .  I d o n ' t  

want t o  be r i c h .  I j u s t  w a n t   t h i n g s   t o   s t a y  1 i k e   t h e y   w e r e ,   t o t a l l y  1 i ke 

they  are, and I d o n ' t   w a n t   t o   l e a v e .  Thank  you.   (Audience  applauds) .  

MRS. WUNNICKE: Mr. Gary Worby?  Worby?  W--0--R--B--Y. Ah, I suggest  

we take  about a f i v e   m i n u t e   s t r e t c h  and reconvene i n   f i v e   m i n u t e s .  We still 

have t o   h e a r   f r o m  Mr. B a r n e t t .  
7 

MR. BOB BARNETT:  Madam Chairman, members o f   t h e   p a n e l ,   l a d i e s   a n d  

gentlemen. My name i s  Bob B a r n e t .  I am a 5 9 - y e a r   r e s i d e n t   o f   A l a s k a ,   w i t h  

15 years i n  Homer. I have  been a m ino r ,  a l ocomot i ve   f i r eman   and   eng inee r ,  

p l u m b e r ,   p l u m b i n g   c o n t r a c t o r ,   f i s h e r m a n .   I ' v e   f i s h e d   f o r   o v e r   e i g h t   y e a r s   i n  

Kachemak Bay, I was a s h r i m p   f i s h e r m a n ,   a n d   a n   a i r p l a n e   p i l o t .  I ' m  a 

c o n s e r v a t i o n i s t   i n   t h e   s e n s e   t h a t  I b e l i e v e   i n   t h e   w i s e   u s e   o f   o u r   r e s o u r c e s .  

I w o u l d   l i k e   t o  s a y  as I ' v e   s a i d   b e f o r e   t h a t  I b e l i e v e  anyone i n v o l v e d   i n  

resource management i s   m o r a l l y  and l e g a l l y   o b l i g a t e d   t o   p r o m o t e   t h e   d e v e l o p m e  

o f  and c o o r d i n a t e   t h e   a c t i v i t i e s   o f   t h e   v a r i o u s   i n d u s t r i e s   w i t h o u t  

d i s c r i m i n a t i o n   a n d   i n  a manner t h a t   w o u l d   b e   b e n e f i c i a l   t o  a l l .  I b e l i e v e  

t h a t  Homer and o t h e r   a r e a s   o f   t h e   K e n a i   P e n i n s u l a   h a v e   t h e   p b t e n t i a l   f o r  

i n d u s t r i a l   d e v e l o p m e n t ,   i n c l u d i n g   a g r i c u l t u r e ,   l o g g i n g ,   m i n i n g ,   t o u r i s m ,   o i l  

development   and  the  cont inued  expansion o f  t h e   f i s h i n g   i n d u s t r y .   W i t h   o i l  

development i n   t h e   l o w e r  Cook I n l e t ,   t h e r e  i s  a  good p o s s i b i l i t y   o f   p o r t  

development i n  Homer, wh ich  we bad ly   need.   Wi th  good  management  and  modern 

methods  and  a s e n s i b l e   a t t i t u d e ,  we c a n   c r e a t e  and m a i n t a i n  a h e a l t h y  

economy a s  w e l l  as a p leasan t   env i ronmen t .  I would 1 i k e  t o  see t h e   l e a s e  

s a l e s   i n   t h e   l o w e r  Cook I n l e t  go ahead  as  planned,  and I b e l i e v e   t h a t  

the workshop 
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development  can go ahead w i t h o u t   h u r t i n g   t h e   f i s h i n g   i n d u s t r y .   I ' v e   w a t c h e d  

t h e   o i l   d e v e l o p m e n t  i n  t h e  Cook I n l e t   a r e a   f r o m   t h e   v e r y   b e g i n n i n g .  I have 

seen d r i l l i n g   i n  Kachemak Bay  and  noone  objected.  People  supported i t .  I ' v e  

seen l i t e r a l l y  no damage t o   t h e   a r e a   o r   t h e   f i s h i n g   i n d u s t r y   e x c e p t   f o r  some 

pots   los t ,   wh ich   can   and  p robab ly   has   been  e l im ina ted  by c r e a t i o n   o f  a 

c o r r i d o r .   C e r t a i n l y ,   t r a f f i c   c a n   b e   d i r e c t e d   t o   t a k e   c a r e  o f  t h a t   p r o b l e m .  

I t h i n k   t h e   b u l k   o f   t h e   h y s t e r i a   c r e a t e d   a b o u t   t h e   n e g a t i v e   e f f e c t s   o f   o i l  

development  has  been  created  most ly by t h e   i n f l u x   o f  a group i n   t h e   l a s t  

few  years who c a r r y   t h e   b a n n e r   f o r   t h e   r a d i c a l   e n v i r o n m e n t a l   g r o u p s .  I 

b e l i e v e  it i s   t i m e   t h a t  we s u p p o r t   o u r - - c r e a t e - - 1   b e l i e v e  i t  i s   t i m e  i f  we 

a re  t o  s u p p o r t   o u r   e v e r y - i n c r e a s i n g   p o p u l a t i o n   t o   e n c o u r a g e   i n d u s t r y ,   p r o v i d e  

j obs   and   e l im ina te   t he   f oods tamp economy. I ' v e   h e a r d   s e v e r a l   p e o p l e  make 

r e f e r e n c e   t o   t h e   s u r v e y   t h a t  was made i n  t h e   w i n t e r   o f  ' 76  i n   r e g a r d   t o   t h e  

o i l   l e a s e   s a l e s   i n  Kachemak Bay. It was t h e   m o s t   s u c c e s s i v e   s u r v e y   t h a t   h a s  

ever  been made i n  Homer t o   t h e   b e s t   o f  my knowledge.  Leo Rhode, o u r  

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e   o f   t h e   S t a t e   L e g i s l a t u r e  i n  t h e  House,  had  1700  communications. 

He e l i m i n a t e d   a l l   t h e   d u p l i c a t e s .  He e l i m i n a t e d   t h o s e   t h a t   h e  knew were made 

by   schoo l   ch i l d ren .  He had a b a l a n c e   o f   o v e r  a 1,000 communications, I b e l i e v  

and  60   percent   opposed  buy ing   back   the   leases .   That ' s   rea l l y  all I have t o  

say,  and I thank   you .   (Aud ience  app lauds) .  

MRS. WUNNICKE: You a r e   r e f e r r i n g  t o  l e a s e s  by t h e   S t a t e   o f   A l a s k a ?  

MR. BARNETT: Yes. 

MRS. WUNNICKE: Any o t h e r   q u e s t i o n s   o f  M r .  B a r n e t t ?  (No response) .  

Thank you. Ms. Be th  Cumming? 

MS. BETH CUMMING: I w o u l d   l i k e   t o   s t a t e   t h a t  I am opposed t o   t h e   o i l  
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l e a s e   s a l e s   i n   t h e   l o w e r  Cook I n l e t ,   b o t h  now and f o r   t h e   f o r e s e e a b l e   f u t u r e .  

I am opposed  because o f   t h e   t h r e a t   t o   m a r i n e   l i f e ,   i n c l u d i n g   b i r d s ,  mammals, 

f i s h ,  and s h e l l   f i s h .  It could  have a d e v a s t a t i n g   e f f e c t   o n   t h e   f i s h i n g  

i n d u s t r y ,  an i n d u s t r y   t h a t   i s   s e l f - s u s t a i n i n g ,   u n l i k e   t h e   o i l   d r i l l i n g ,   w h i c h  

has a d e f i n i t e   l i f e s p a n .  I am opposed  because o f   t h e   e f f e c t  an o i l - r e l a t e d  

economy w o u l d   p r o b a b l y   h a v e   o n   t h e   l i f e - s t y l e ,   q u a l i t y   o f   l i f e ,   y o u   m i g h t   c a l '  

it, o f   t h e   l o w e r  Cook I n l e t   a r e a   w i t h   t h e   i n f l u x   o f  a more t r a n s i e n t   g r o u p  whc 

have come o n l y   f o r   t h e   b u c k s   t o   b e  made. As was s ta ted ,   Va ldez   and  Fa i rbanks  

and  Kenai are  examples o f   t h e s e   n e g a t i v e   e f f e c t s .  

These  reasons r e a l l y   a r e n ' t   t h e   m a i n  one t h a t  I came t o   a d d r e s s .  I f  

t h i s   i s   n o t  a p r a c t i c l e   o b j e c t i o n   o r  a r e a l i s t i c  one, i t  i s  a t  l e a s t  a 

s y m b o l i c   o b j e c t i o n .  I am opposed t o   t h e   s a l e   b e c a u s e   o f   w h a t  I t h i n k   o f   o u r  

l a c k   o f   a c c o u n t a b i l i t y .  I d o n ' t   t h i n k   t h a t  I, Homer, A laska ,   t he  U.S., none 

o f  us, r e a l l y   i s   r e a d y   t o   b e   a c c o u n t f u l  i n  o u r  use o f   o i l .  We a r e   t o l d   t i m e  

a n d   t i m e   a g a i n   b y   e x p e r t s   t h a t   m a j o r   o i l   s o u r c e s ,   i n c l u d i n g   p o t e n t i a l  

undeveloped o i l  sources, will be  exhausted i n  t h e   p r e d i c t a b l e   f u t u r e .   Y e t  

we a r e   s t i l l   u s i n g   o i l   l i k e  i t  i s  n e v e r   g o i n g   t o   q u i t   f l o w i n g .  We have come 

t o   r e g a r d  as e s s e n t i a l  many th ings   wh ich   once   wou ld   haveebeen   cons ide red   on l y  

v e r y   e x t r e m e   l u x u r i e s   b y   a l m o s t  all t h e   w o r l d ' s   p o p u l a t i o n .   O u r   t r a n s p o r t a t i  

manufactured  goods  and  most   serv ices  are made a v a i l a b l e   t o  us t h r o u g h   t h e  

u t i l i z a t i o n   o f   v a s t   q u a n t i t i e s   o f   o i l .  We t a k e   f o r   g r a n t e d   s u c h   o i l   d e p e n d e n t  

l u x u r i e s  and 2,000 square   foo t   houses ,   one week v a c a t i o n s   t o   H a w a i i   b y   j e t ,  

a u t o m a t i c   d i s h w a s h e r s ,   e l e c t r i c   w a s h e r s ,   t r a i l   b i k e s  and  on  and  on.  These 

a r e   a l m o s t   u n h e a r d   o f  i n  o t h e r   p a r t s   o f   t h e   w o r l d .  I t h i n k   c o n t i n u i n g   w i t h  

these  excessess i n  no t   be ing   accoun tab le .   They   have  a l a r g e   p r i c e t a g .   T h a t  
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p r i c e t a g   i s   t h a t  we will b e   d e p r i v i n g   f u t u r e   g e n e r a t i o n s   o f   A m e r i c a n s  and 

a l l   t h e   r e s t   o f   t h e   g l o b e   o f   o i l   w h i c h   t h e y  will r e q u i r e   j u s t   t o  meet t h e i r  

basic  needs. It seems p r e t t y   o b v i o u s   a t   t h i s   p o i n t   i n   t i m e   t h a t   a l t e r n a t i v e  

e n e r g y   s o u r c e s   a r e   g o i n g   t o   t a k e  a l o n g   t i m e   t o   d e v e l o p e   t o   s a t i s f y   t h e  needs 

o f  a w o r l d   t h a t  has b i l l i o n s   o f   p e o p l e .  I t h i n k   t h a t  our use o f  wha t  remains 

o f   t h e  U.S and t h e   w o r l d - d w i n d l i n g   s u p p l i e s   o f   o i l   s h o u l d   b e   t h o u g h t   o u t  a s  

a stop-gap  usage. Oil s h o u l d   b e   t h o u g h t   o f   a s  a p r e c i o u s   c o m h d i t y   t o   b e  usec 

v e r y   s p a r i n g l y ,   w h i l e   a l t e r n a t i v e   s o u r c e s ,   e s p e c i a l l y   r e n e w a b l e   s o u r c e s ,   a r c  

be ing  developed.  And w h i l e  we a r e   a d j u s t i n g   o u r   l i f e - s t y l e s ,   m o s t   p r o b a b l y ,  

v e r y   d r a s t i c a l l y ,   t o   c o n f o r m   t o   t h e   o u t p u t   o f   t h e   r e n e w a b l e   s o u r c e s .  I d o n ' t  

see i t  happening i n  f i v e   o r   t e n   y e a r s ;  i t  may be   genera t i ons ,  bu t  w e ' v e   g o t  tc 

make a s t a r t ,  and t h a t ' s   b e i n g   a c c o u n t a b l e .   R i g h t  now, I see t a p p i n g   t h e  

lower  Cook I n l e t   a r e a ,  t h a t  a n d   o t h e r   a r e a s ,   a s  a means o f   a l l o w i n g   o u r s e l v e s  

t o   c o n t i n u e   t h i n k i n g   t h a t  we can f r i t t e r  away t h e   w o r l d ' s   r e m a i n i n g   o i l  

s u p p l i e s .   H i d i n g   o u r  heads i n   t h e  s a n d ,   p r e t e n d i n g   t h a t   t h e   o i l  will always 

be t h e r e   a n d   t h a t ' s   n o t   b e i n g   a c c o u n t a b l e .  Thank  you.  (Audience  applauds).  

MRS. WUNNICKE: E r i c   R i n g e r ?   J o y c e  Dey? 

MS. JOYCE DEY: Madam Chairwoman,  members o f   t h e   p a n e l .  My name i s  

Joyce Dey. I am a r e s i d e n t   o f  Homer a n d   w o u l d   l i k e   t o   s p e a k   t o   t h e   i s s u e  

o f   t h e   o i l  and  gas  lease  sa le  60.  All s t a t i s t i c s  a n d   f a c t s   c o n c e r n i n g   e f f e c t  

on t h e   e n v i r o n m e n t   t h a t  I have  used i n  my p o s i t i o n   a r e   t a k e n   f r o m   t h e   D r a f t  

Environmental   Impact  Statement.  I f  l e a s e   s a l e  number  60 i s  approved  and o i l  

development i s  begun i n   t h e  Lower Cook I n l e t / S h e l i k o f   S t r a i t   r e g i o n ,  we s tand  

a  5 p e r c e n t   p r o b a b i l i t y   t h a t   o i l  will be d i s c o v e r e d  i n  e c o n o m i c a l l y   r e c o v e r a b  

amounts. I f  i n  f a c t   t h i s  does  happen, a maximum o f  between  151,500  and 342,Z 
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barrels  of o i l  c o u l d  be produced da i ly  a t  peak production,  along  with between 

265.2 a n d  598.9 MMcf of  gas. 

A t  the  same time, we will be facing a 94 percent  chance  of a major 

o i l   sp i l l   a f f ec t ing   t he  environment. I f  such a sp i l l   occur red ,   in te r t ida l  

dwelling  animals  such  as r azo r  clams w o u l d  be destroyed  outright  or  tainted 

fo r  u p  t o  10 years .  There would  be a 25 t o  75 percent   mortal i ty   ra te  

of bird  species. For those  species  suffering a 50 percent  mortali ty  rate,  

i f  would take u p  t o  50 years  to  replace  the  birds.  An e n t i r e  colony of sea 

o t t e r s  numbering 2 - 4,000 living  near Kamishak  Bay and the Shuyak-Afognak 

Island  area  could be destroyed. Sea l ions  in  this  area  could  lose from 1 to 

2 years of productivity,  depending on the  time  of the spill  with  regard t o  t h c  

l i f e   cyc le  of the  sea  l ion.  

Q 

I n  order t o  have the   o i l  we lose the  l ives  of many marine  creatures. 

In order  to  preserve the marine  environment, we lose  the o i l  and i t s  many 

products. We c a n ' t  have b o t h .  T h a t  i s  very c l ea r ly  s ta ted  in  the  Draft 

Envaronmental Impact Statement. Which do we w a n t ?  

While t ry ing   to  answer that  question  myself, I h a d  t o  look  elsewhere 

t h a n  the   fac ts .  The f a c t s  were c l ea r .  Whichever posi t ion I took on the 

issue of offshore  oil  development, I wou ld  lose  something. The promoters of 

o i l  development  could try  to  convince me of  the urgent need for  discovery 

of more oil  reserves  within  the  boundaries  of t h e  United States due t o  curren 

international  unrest .   If   the  present American way of l i f e   i s  t o  be maintaine, 

t h a t  need f o r   o i l   i s   r e a l .  B u t ,  I must be wi l l ing  t o  par t ic ipate   in   del ibera  

destruction of members of the marine  environment. 

Those opposed t o   o i l  development c o u l d  t r y   t o  convince me of the  seriou 
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i m p a c t   o n   t h e   e n v i r o n m e n t   r e s u l t i n g   f r o m   d r i l l i n g   a c t i v i t i e s   a n d   o i l   s p i l l s ,  

o f   t h e  number o f   b i r d s ,   f i s h  a n d   a n i m a l s   t h a t   w o u l d   b e   k i l l e d .   B u t   t h e n  I 

must  be w i l l i n g   t o   g i v e   u p  a s u b s t a n t i a l   a m o u n t   o f   o i l   a n d  many of t h e  

l u x u r i e s  i t  p r o v i d e s   t o   t h e   A m e r i c a n s .  

Thus, it was c l e a r   t o  me t h a t  my d e c i s i o n   m u s t   b e   b a s e d   o n   p r i o r i t i e s  

i n  my l i f e .  I s u b m i t   t o   y o u ,   y o u  who make t h e   f i n a l   d e c i s i o n   c o n c e r n i n g   t h e  

a p p r o v a l   o r   n o n - a p p r o v a l   o f   t h e   s a l e   t h a t   y o u ,   t o o ,   m u s t  i n  f a c t  make y o u r  

d e c i s i o n   b a s e d   o n   w h e r e   y o u r   p r i o r i t i e s   l i e .  I w o u l d   l i k e  t o  t e l l   y o u  of 

my p r i o r i t i e s   i n   t h e  h o p e s   t h a t  i t  will h e l p   y o u   t o   s i f t   t h r o u g h   y o u r  own. 

9 

To have o i l   o r   n o t  t o  have o i l   i s   n o t  a m a t t e r   o f   l i f e   o r   d e a t h   f o r  man. 

It i s  a m a t t e r   o f   l i f e   a n d   d e a t h   f o r  a s t y l e   o f   l i f e   o n l y .  I f  tomorrow all 

o i l  were c u t   o f f   f r o m   m a n ' s   u s e ,  man w o u l d   n o t   b e   d e s t r o y e d .   H i s   m a n n e r   o f  

l i f e  wou ld   be   des t royed ,  bu t  h e   w o u l d   b e   f o r c e d   t o   a d o p t   a n o t h e r ,   a n d  I ' m  

s u r e   h e   w o u l d .   T h e   d r i l l i n g   o f   o i l   a n d   o i l   s p i l l s  do i n   f a c t   k i l l   l i v i n g  

c r e a t u r e s .   F o r   s e a   o t t e r s ,   s e a  1 i o n s ,   r a z o r   c l a m s ,   m a r i n e   b i r d s ,   s a l m o n  f r y ,  

and h a l i b u t   l a r v a e ,   o i l   i s  a m a t t e r   o f   l i f e  and  death.  

A r e   y o u   w i l l i n g   t o   s a c r i f i c e   t h e   e n v i r o n m e n t   f o r   t h e   c o n v e n i e n c e s   t h a t  

o i l   b r i n g s   i n t o   o u r   l i v e s ?   A r e   y o u   w i l l i n g   t o  make t h i s   s a c r i f i c e   e s p e c i a l l y  

when t h e r e   a r e   o t h e r   m e t h o d s   t o   b r i n g   a b o u t   t h e  same c o n v i e n c e s   t h a t   d o   n o t  

k i l l   l i v i n g   c r e a t u r e s ?   A r e   y o u   w i l l i n g   t o  make t h e   s a c r i f i c e   e s p e c i a l l y  when 

we as a s o c i e t y   a r e   w a s t e f u l   o f   o u r   e n e r g y   r e s o u r c e s ?  

I am n o t   w i l l i n g   t o  make t h a t   s a c r i f i c e .  Our misuse o f   t h e   e n v i r o n m e n t  

will o n l y   b r i n g   o u r   d e m i s e .  It i s   t i m e  now t o  become b e t t e r   s t e w a r d s   o f   t h i s  

p l a n e t ,   o u r  home, b e f o r e  we t o t a l l y   d e s t r o y  i t . Many o f  us have come t o  

Homer because it i s  a p lace   where  we c a n   c h a n g e   o u r   l i f e - s t y l e   t o   b e t t e r   b e  

the workshop 
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i n  harmony w i t h   t h e   p l a n e t .  It can  be  done,  and now i s  t h e   t i m e   f o r  we, 

as a n a t i o n ,   t o  make such p r i o r i t y  changes  and  such c o m i t m e n t s .  I ask  you 

t o   c o n s i d e r   t h e s e   t h o u g h t s   s e r i o u s l y  and p u t  a s t o p   t o   o f f s h o r e   d r i l l i n a  

now. Thank you .   (Aud ience   app lauds ) .  

FIRS. W N N I C K E :  M r .  C h r i s t o p h e r   S k e l l y ?  

MR. CHRISTOPHER SKELLY: My name i s  C h r i s   S k e l l y .  The l a s t  name i s  

s p e l l e d  as  i n   t h e   o i l .  I ' m  n o t   h e r e   t o n i g h t   f o r  a - - I ' m  a commercial   f ishermar 

and a b o a t b u i l d e r .  I ' m  a b o a t  owner as  w e l l .  T h e   w h o l e   t h i n g   r e a l l y   s o r t   o f  

amazes me t h a t   t h e   c o n s i d e r a t i o n   i s  even  be ing made a c t u a l l y .  Ah, t h e r e ' s  

an area of dungeness  crab,  which i s n ' t  o n   y o u r   c h a r t   t h e r e .   I t ' s  one o f  t h e  

most p r o l i f i c   b r e e d i n g   g r o u n d s   i n   A l a s k a   f o r   d u n g e n e s s   c r a b .  One o f  t h e  

t h i n g s   t h a t  I f i n d   e s p e c i a l l y   u n i q u e   a b o u t  it i s  t h a t  we p r o d u c e   t h e   b e s t  

dungeness  crab. I ' m  s u r e   o f  it. They a r e  a l o t   l a r g e r   i n   s i z e .  I t ' s  g i v e n  

us a m a r k e t i n g  edge t h a t   h a s   a l l o w e d  us t o   d e l i v e r   o u r   c r a b   t o   S e a t t l e  and 

o t h e r   m a r k e t s .  We r e c e i v e d - - b y   t h e   t i m e  it gets  down t h e r e ,  we r e c e i v e   l e s s  

per  pound  and f o r   o u r   v a l u e  and   eve ry th ing ,  i t ' s  still w o r t h w h i l e   t o   p u t  them 

on t he   p lane ,  f l y  them r i g h t  on down t o   t h e i r  own d o o r s t e p   r i g h t   i n  West P o r t  

you know. I'm s u r e   t h a t  a l o t   o f   t h e  West Po r t   boys   up   he re   wou ld   ag ree .  

Ah, we have  an i n t e r e s t i n g - - t h e r e ' s  been a l o t   o f   s t u d i e s  done i n   r e l a t i o n   t o  

c u r r e n t s ,   t i d e s   a n d   b a l l s .   I ' v e   s e e n - - I ' v e   p i c k e d   t h e m   u p .  I f i n d  them 

r e a l l y   i n t e r e s t i n g .  I ' m  a lways   s tudy ing   t hem,   l ook ing  a t  my reco rde rs ,   and  

t r y i n g   t o   f i g u r e   o u t   w h a t   i s   o n   t h e   b o t t o m   h e r e .  Ah, I c a n ' t   p o s s i b l y  imagins 

t h i s   w h o l e   a r e a   w h i c h   i s   c o m i n g   u p   f o r   l e a s e ,   a h ,  we have  southwest   w inds   her '  

a l m o s t - - n o t   c o n t i n u o u s l y ,   b u t  a m a j o r i t y   o f   t h e   s t o r m s  come o u t   o f   t h e   s o u t h -  

w e s t   i n   t h e   w i n t e r ,  and,  ah,  any s i l t  f r o m   a n y   o f   t h e s e   d r i l l i n g   s i t e s ,   a h ,  
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w h e t h e r   e x p l o r a t o r y   o r   u n d e r   p r o d u c t i o n ,   o r   w h a t e v e r ,  i s  g o i n g   t o   r i g h t  down 

t h r o u g h   a l l   t h e   c r a b   a r e a s ,   w h e r e  I f i s h   h a l i b u t ,   w h e r e  I f i sh   sa lmon  and 

i t  i s   g o i n g  t o  f u n n e l   r i g h t   u p   t o w a r d s  Kachemak  Bay  and t h e   w h o l e   a r e a .  Ah, 

a n y   s o u t h w e s t   w i n d ,   a n d   I ' v e   s a t   o u t   t h e r e   w i t h   g i l n e t s   a n d   j u s t - - w i t h  my n e t  

o u t   t h e r e   w i t h   n o ' w i n d   a t   a l l ,   j u s t   t h e   t i d a l   a c t i o n   c a n   t a k e  me back  and 

f o r t h .   I ' v e   d r i f t e d  30 m i l e s   i n  a s i n g l e   c h a n g e   i n   t i d e .  It amazes me t h e  

r a p i d i t y ,   o r   t h e   r a p i d   n a t u r e   o f   t e e  movement o f   t h e   t h i n g s   a c r o s s   t h e  

s u r f a c e   o f   o u r   w a t e r .  Wind i s  an i n c r e d i b l e   f a c t o r .   I t ' s - - t o  me, I ' v e   n e v e r  

s e e n   a n y - - t h e   d a t a   t h a t  I h a v e   b e e n   c o n f r o n t e d   w i t h   i n   r e l a t i o n   t o   r e c l a i m i n g  

o i l - - f r o m   w h a t   I ' v e   h e a r d   a n d   w h a t   h a s   b e e n   q u o t e d   t o  me, i s   t h a t   a n y t h i n g  

g r e a t e r   t h a n  a t h r e e   f o o t   s h o c k ,   i t ' s   r e a l l y   h a r d   t o   r e c o v e r .   W e l l ,  I d o n ' t  

know o f   t o o  many d a y s   o u t  i n  Kennedy  and  S tevens   en t rance  and  tha t   who le   a rea  

t h a t ' s   o u t   t h e r e ,   w h e r e   t h e r e   i s   a n y t h i n g  bu t  a t h r e e   f o o t   s h o c k .  I mean, 

t h a t   w o u l d   b e   i d e a l   f i s h i n g   c o n d i t i o n s   r i g h t   t h e r e .   T h a t   w o u l d   b e  a p i e c e   o f  

cake. We w o u l d   l o v e  i t .  So I--it r e a l l y  makes  me--1  should  even  look a t  my 

n o t e s   r i g h t   h e r e .  As I ' v e - - I ' v e   f i s h e d  a l o t   o f   d i f f e r e n t   k i n d s   o f   b o a t s .  

I ' v e  b e e n   f i s h i n g   h e r e   f o r   t h e   l a s t   s e v e n   y e a r s .   I ' v e   f i s h e d   o n   o n e   o f   t h e  

l a r g e r   b o a t s   t h a t  some p r e t t y   s o p h i s t i c a t e d   e q u i p m e n t .   I ' v e   h a d  a chance t o  

t a k e  a l o o k  a t  some o f   o u r   e l e c t r o n i c   r e c o r d i n g s   f r o m   t h e   b o t t o m  o f  t he   ocean  

It always amazes me t h a t   t h e   p r o l i f i c   n a t u r e   o f   l i f e  o n   t h e   b o t t o m   o f   o u r  

Bay i n  t h e   I n l e t   h e r e - - I ' v e  gone  up  and  down t h e   S h e l i k o f   S t r a i t   a n d   I ' v e  

f i s h e d   o f f   t h e   B e r i n g  Sea a n d   I ' v e   f i s h e d   o f f   t h e   C o a s t   o f   W a s h i n g t o n ,  and 

I ' v e  dragged  up  and down, p r o b a b l y - - 1   d o n ' t   k n o w - - s e v e n   o r   e i g h t   d i f f e r e n t  

r e l a t e d   c o m m e r c i a l   f i s h i n g   v e n t u r e s .   B u t  when I g o   o v e r   t h i s  Bay,  t h e   n a t u r e  

o f  i t  i s - - 1   t h i n k  i t  i s   r e a l l y  a v e r y   s a n c t i f i e d ,   i n c r e d i b l e   a r e a .  When you  
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look o u t  nere, i t   i s   a s   b e a u t i f u l  below the  water as i t   i s  above. I t ' s   j u s t  

teaming with l i f e .  You can see i t  on your  sounding  devices and  t h i n g s .   I t ' s  

j u s t  dense,  dense  plankton and dense feed of a l l  d i f ferent   kinds.   There 's  

l i t t l e   t h i n g s  swimming around eating  bigger  things and  bigger  things  eating 

them a n d ,  gosh,  there's--you know,  we've  pulled 200 pound, 300 pound ha l ibu t  

o u t  there and  s t u f f .  I t  i s  amazing t h a t  whole food cha in .   I t ' s   jus t - -you  

know, wverything i s  down the re ,  swimming around,  eating on everything  e lse .  

I t  seems l i k e  we produce  the  best food in  the  world  right  here. I t  i s  some- 

thing t h a t  i s   rea l   ra re ,   rea l   va luable ,  and  real  important and  sacred  to  a l l  

of us. I sure hope you ge t  a chance t o  enjoy some of i t  sometime. I wi l l  

conclude  with t h a t .  

0 

MRS.  WUNNICKE: T h a n k  you, Mr. Skel ly .   I f  you will show us of the 

dungeness crab  area.  

M R .  SKELLY: I did  during  the  last   break. 

MRS. WUNNICKE: O h ,  you did.  T h a n k  you. Are there  any questions  of 

Mr. Skelly? T h a n k  you. Mr. John Child? Mr. Arnold Melsheimer? 

M R .  A R N O L D  MELSHEIMER: I am Arnold  Melsheimer from English Bay. I am 

not a h e l l  r a i s e r .  I am meek and mile.  (Laughter) A h ,  I think we have been 

led by  some to   be l ieve  t h a t  the   l ion and  the lamb s h a l l   l i e  down together .  

That ' s   b ib l ica l .  And coming  from a bible   bel ieving community, I b e l i e v e   i t .  

B u t  I wi l l   t e l l  you r i g h t  now t h a t  the lamb h a d  b e t t e r  n o t  go t o   s l eep .  

You can lay down with  the  l ion,  b u t  you su re   don ' t  need t o  f i gu re  on going 

t o  sleep. The Draft EIS only  begins  to touch on the  importance  of  subsistencc 

and the   e f fec ts  t h a t  o i l   s p i l l s  a n d  the  population  expansion i n  Homer w i l l  ha! 

on the   vi l lages  o f  English Bay a n d  Port  Graham. The OCS office  person 
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r e s p o n s i b l e   f o r   t h e   s e c t i o n   o n   s u b s i s t e n c e ,  Marsha  B e n n e t t ,   d i d  a commendable 

j o b   o f   t r y i n g   t o   w r i t e   a b o u t   s o m e t h i n g  on   wh ich   there  i s  c u r r e n t l y   v e r y  littlc 

i n f o r m a t i o n .  We r e g r e t   t h a t   t h e   r e s u l t s   f r o m   t h e   s u r v e y   c o n d u c t e d   b y   t h e  

N o r t h   P a c i f i c  R i m  w e r e   n o t   i n  a m o r e   u s a b l e ,   e a s i l y   r e a d a b l e   f o r m  a t  t h e  t i m e  

o f  h e r   r e q u e s t .  As t h e   d a t a   a n a l y s i s  i s  much f u r t n e r   a l o n g  now than i t  was 

l a s t  A p r i l  and much o f  t h e   i n f o r m a t i o n   f r o m   t h e   s u r v e y s   h a s   b e e n   t a b u l a t e d ,  

some c o r r e c t i o n s  need t o   b e  made and some a d d i t i o n s  made t o   t h e   s u b s i s t e n c e  

s e c t i o n   o f   t h e  document. 

Tab le  111 Cld-2  breaks down t h e   s u b s i s t e n c e   r e s o u r c e  summary i n t o  

pr imary  and  secondary uses o f  some o f   t h e   a p p a r e n t l y   m o r e   i m p o r t a n t   r e s o u r c e s  

W h i l e   t h i s  i s  p e r h a p s   a n   a c c u r a t e   r e p r e s e n t a t i o n   o f   t h e   r e s o u r c e s   t h a t   w e r e  

used i n   l a r g e   q u a n t i t i e s   t h a n   o t h e r ,  i t  i s  p o t e n t i a l l y   v e r y   m i s l e a d i n g .  It wi 

be e r r o n e o u s   t o   u s e   t h a t   t a b l e   t o   i d e n t i f y  some r e s o u r c e s  as  be ing   more  

i m p o r t a n t   t h a n   o t h e r s .  It w o u l d   b e   l i k e   s a y i n g   t h a t   b e c a u s e  I o n l y   d r i n k  

cof fee  once a day, i t  i s  n o t  a s  i m p o r t a n t  a s  something I migh t   have   two   o r  

t h ree   t imes   du r ing   t he   day .  But t h a t   c u p   o f   c o f f e e  f i rs t  t h i n g   i n   t h e   m o r n i n  

c o u l d   b e   e s s e n t i a l   t o  me. 

A lso,  i n   t h e   t a b l e  i t  s h o u l d   b e   n o t e d   t h a t   t h e   f i g u r e s   t h a t   w e r e   u s e d  

o n l y   i n d i c a t e   t h e   r e s o u r c e s   u s e d   i n  a s i n g l e   y e a r ,  1979. As y o u   a r e  

p r o b a b l y   a w a r e ,   r e s o u r c e s   v a r y   f r o m   y e a r   t o   y e a r   i n   a b u n d a n c e   a n d   a c c e s s a b i l i  

F i s h   a r e   m o r e   p l e n t i f u l   i n  some y e a r s   t h a n   i n   o t h e r s .  Sometimes t h e   b i r d s  

a r e   c l o s e r   t o   t h e   v i l l a g e s   t h a n   o t h e r s .  The  word   "subs is tence"   descr ibes  

an e n t i r e   l i f e - s t y l e ,   n o t  a r e l i a n c e  on a f e w   s e l e c t   r e s o u r c e s .  

However, i t  i s  v e r y   i m p o r t a n t   t o   n o t e   t h a t   t h e   m o s t   s i g n i f i c a n t   s o u r c e s  

o f   p r o t e i n ,   i n   f a c t ,  a l l  o f   t h e   p r o t e i n   e x c e p t   f o r  a few  p ta rmigan,  
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rabbi t ,  moose, a n d  bear  are  resources t h a t  are  closely  linked  with  the  ocean. 

Fish,  shellfish,  marine mamals and  waterfowl make u p  the  core o f  the 

subsistence  diets  of  the  vil lagers  in  English Bay a n d  P o r t  Graham. A crucial  

impact t h a t  the DEIS does n o t  address  is  the comprehensive e f f e c t  o f  a n  oi: 

sp i l l  on the subsistence  resources. I t  breaks down everything and  suggests 

how oil  wouldaffect  the  individual  resources, b u t  i t  down o t  spel l  o u t  the  

f a c t  t h a t  a major s p i l l  would c r i t i c a l l y   e f f e c t  a l l  of the  crucial   subsistence 

resources.   There  are  virtually no al ternat ive  resources   for  tne v i l lagers  

t o  turn t o ,  as  big game is  scarce  in  the  area.  This  past  winter,  English 

Bay residents  noticed t h a t  even the  tomcod which they  use  in  the  winter 

months disappeared when there was an o i l   s p i l l   i n  the lagoon from the school 

oil   storage  tanks.  

A subs tna t ia l   o i l   sp i l l   could   essent ia l ly  wipe o u t  a t  l ease   for  one 

year   a l l  the key subsistence  resources t h a t  v i l l a g e r s   u t i l i z e .  T h a t  i s  n o t  

to  discount  the  importance of the  berr ies  a n d  greens t h a t  English Bay a n d  

Port  Graham so d i l igent ly   ga ther .  The vitamins  are  very  important t o  t h e i r  

d ie t s .  However, l a s t   y e a r ,  of the 59 different   subsis tence  resources  t h a t  wer 

used by 25 percent  or  better of the  household  in  English Bay, 36 of these were 

protein  sources which would  be threatened by an o i l   s p i l l  t h a t  reached  the 

shores. Of those 36, 26 of those  resources were  usef by 50 percent o r  more 

of the  households. 

To give you a more accurate  picture  of  English Bay people 's   reliance on 

the  subsistence  resources,  over 88% of the households  reported t h a t  resources 

which were locally  caught,  sho t  or  gathered made u p  50% or more of t h e i r  

d ie t s  . 
-1 13- 
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The s u r v e y   a l s o   h e l p s   i d e n t i f y   t h e   v i l l a g e ' s   e c o n o m i c   d e p e n d e n c e  on t n e  

f i s h   r e s o u r c e s .  Less t h a n  40 p e r c e n t   o f   t h e   h o u s e h o l d s   i n   E n g l i s h  Bay have 

members employed f u l l   t i m e .   B e t t e r   t h a n  57 p e r c e n t   o f   t h e   h o u s e h o l d s   h a v e  

people  employed i n   f i s h e r y - r e l a t e d   a c t i v i t i e s ,   w h i c h   i n c l u d e s   b o t h   t h e  

f ishermen  and  cannery  workers.  

S t a t i s t i c s   f r o m   t h e   s u r v e y   f u r t h e r   r e v e a l   j u s t  how much E n g l i s h  Bay 

h a s b r o u g h t   i n t o   t h e   c a s h  economy. 81 p e r c e n t   o f   t h e   h o u s e h o l d s   i n   t h e  

v i l lage   have  combined  incomes  o f  $15,000 o r   l e s s .  58 p e r c e n t   o f   t h e   h o u s e h o l c  

i n   t h e   v i l l a g e  have  incomes o f  $10,000 o r   l e s s .  To p u t   t h a t   i n   p e r s p e c t i v e ,  1 

mean number o f   p e o p l e   p e r   h o u s e h o l d  i s  s l i g h t l y   o v e r   f o u r .  

E n g l i s h  Bay h a s   c o n s i s t e n t l y   a v o i d e d   d e v e l o p m e n t   a n d   i n v a s i o n   b y   o u t -  

s iders   over   the   pas t   few  decades.  It w a n t s   t o   s t a y   t h e  way i t  i s .   T h i s   i s  

r e f l e c t e d   b y   i t s   e f f o r t s   t o   p r e v e n t  a r o a d   b e i n g   b u i l t   b e t w e e n  i t  a n d   P o r t  

Graham. And t h e y   a r e   o u r   r e l a t i v e s   i n   t h e   n e i g h b o r i n g   v i l l a g e .  By t h e   f a c t  

t h a t   E n g l i s h  Bay h o l d s  on t o  i t s  y o u n g   p e o p l e .   T h e y   e i t h e r   s t a y ,   o r   t h e y  comt 

back t o   E n g l i s h  Bay t o   r a i s e   t h e i r   f a m i l i e s .  They p r e f e r   f i s h i n g   t o   s k i l l e d  

jobs  which  take  them away f r o m   t h e   v i l l a g e .  I f  t h e i r   p a s t   h i s t o r y  i s  a c l u e  

t o   t h e   f u t u r e ,   f e w ,  i f  any, o f   t h e   p e o p l e  will seek  employment on r i g s .  Oil 

development will n o t   b r i n g  more money i n t o   t h e   v i l l a g e .  It will o n l y  

a c c e l e r a t e   t h e   r a t e   o f   i n f l a t i o n   i n  Homer, a n d   b r i n g   m o r e   p e o p l e   t o   t h e  Cook 

I n l e t   t o  use  t h e  same resources .   The re fo re ,  i t  i s   n o t   s u r p r i s i n g   t h a t   t h e  

e n t i r e   v i l l a g e ,   i n c l u d i n g   t h e   E n g l i s h  Bay C o r p o r a t i o n ,  i s  opposed t o  any 

f u r t h e r   l e a s i n g   i n   t h e   l o w e r  Cook I n l e t .  

I have some r e a l   c o n c e r n s   a b o u t   t h e   o f f s h o r e   o i l   p o l l u t i o n   f u n d  

r e g u l a t i o n s .  The g e n e r a l   s e c t i o n   l e a v e s  a l o t   o f  room f o r   i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .  
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P o s s i b l y ,   t h i s   f u n d   d o e s   a d d r e s s   t h e   l o s s e s   o f   s u b s i s t e n c e   r e s o u r c e s ,   a n d  

p r o v i s i o n   f o r   c o m p e n s a t i o n .  As i t  d o e s   n o t   s p e l l   t h i s   o u t   d i r e c t l y ,   h o w e v e r ,  

I w o u l d   r a i s e   s e v e r a l   s p e c i f i c   a s p e c t s   w h i c h   m i g h t   b e   a d d r e s s e d   i n   o r d e r   f o r  

t h i s   f u n d   t o   a d e q u a t e l y   m i t i g a t e   a d v e r s e   i m p a c t s :   1 .  Some p r o v i s i o n   m u s t   b e  

made t o   r e p l a c e   o r   c o m p e n s a t e   f o r   t h e   p o s s i b l e   l o s s   o f   s u b s i s t e n c e   r e s o u r c e s  

t h a t   a r e   p a r t   o f  many o f   t h e   v i l l a g e r ' s   d i e t s .  I f  a d o l l a r   v a l u e   i s   a s s i g n e d  

t o   r e s o u r c e s   s u c h  as  sa lmon,   crab,   ducks,   and  seal ,   then i t  must  be  an  amount 0 

t h a t  will r e p l a c e   t h e s e   r e s o u r c e s   w i t h   o t h e r   f o r m s   o f   p r o t e i n ,   a n d   t h i s  

a m o u n t   m u s t   i n c l u d e   t h e   n e c e s s a r y   a i r f r e i g h t   e x p e n s e s   f o r   g e t t i n g  i t  o v e r   t o  

t h e   v i l l a g e .  2. The p r o v i s i o n s   m u s t   a d d r e s s   m o r e   t h a n   o n e   y e a r ,   i n   t h e  

i n s t a n c e   o f  damaged sa lmon  s tocks ,  damaged w a t e r f o w l   p o p u l a t i o n s ,  sea mama1 

p o p u l a t i o n s ,   s h e l l f i s h   h a b i t a t s   a n d   p o p u l a t i o n s .   T h e s e   i m p a c t s  may l a s t   f o r  

more  than one o r  two  years .  3. The fund m u s t   a p p l y   t o   t h e   h o u s e h o l d s   t h a t  

depend on s h a r i n g .   T h e r e   a r e  many h o u s e h o l d s   o f   e l d e r l y ,   d i s a b l e d ,   o r  

s i n g l e   p a r e n t  homes, w i t h  whom t h e   v i l l a g e r s   t r a d i t i o n a l l y   s h a r e   f o o d .  4 .  

I t h i n k   t h a t   t h e   d i f f i c u l t i e s  i n  m a k i n g   t h e   d e t e r m i n a t i o n s   o f   t h e   v a l u e   o f  

s u b s i s t e n c e   f o o d s   a n d   t h e   c o s t   o f   r e p l a c i n g   t h e m   a r e   s e l f - e v i d e n t .  It will 

b e   n o   e a s y   t a s k   t o  make such  assessments.  It i s   w o r t h   n o t i n g   t h a t   t h e   w h o l e  

p rocess  i s   v e r y   l i a b l e   t o   h a v e   n e g a t i v e   e f f e c t s   o f   i t s  own o n   t h e   v i l l a g e s .  

N o t   o n l y  will g i v i n g   p e o p l e  money, o r   f o o d   s t a m p s ,   o r   s u b s t i t u t e   f o o d s   n o t  

r e s t o r e   t h e   p r i d e  and s a t i s f a c t i o n   o f   h a v i n g   h a r v e s t e d  i t  themse lves ,   bu t  

i t  a l s o   c a n n o t   c o m p e n s a t e   f o r   t h e   i n t e r r u p t i o n   o f   t h e   w h o l e   r e l a t i o n s h i p   o f  

t h e   p e o p l e   a n d   t h e   e n v i r o n m e n t .  It p r o d u c e s   s t r e s s .   A l t h o u g h   s t r e s s   i s   n o t  

someth ing   you   can   eas i l y   measure ,  i t  i s   n o t   a n   e f f e c t   t o   b e   o v e r l o o k e d .  I t  iz 

what   you   exper ience when t h e   f r e e z e r   i s   g e t t i n g   c l o s e  t o  empty  and  you  cannot 
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go o u t  and g e t  a s e a l ,  o r  some tomcod o r  a few  ducks.  It i s  w n a t   y o u   f e e l  

when you r   who le  way o f  l i f e  has   been   d i s rup ted ,   and   sudden ly   peop le   a re  

ask ing   you   wha t   you   ea t ,   and  how much,  and t e l l i n g   y o u   w h a t   y o u   c a n   h a v e   t o  ge 

b y   f o r   t h e   n e x t   f e w   m o n t h s   o r   f e w   y e a r s .  I am n o t   s a y i n g   t h a t   t h e   m i t i g a t i n g  

measures will h a v e   m o r e   a d v e r s e   e f f e c t s   t h a n   t h e   p o s s i b l e   o i l   s p i l l   i t s e l f ,  

b u t   u n l e s s  i t  i s  h a n d l e d   c a r e f u l l y ,   w i t h   s e n s i t i v i t y ,   t h e   p o t e n t i a l  i s  t h e r e  

j u s t   f o r   t h a t .  

One o f   t h e   c o n c e r n s  I have i s  t h e   a s s e s s m e n t   t h a t   w a i t i n g   f o r   t h e  

comp le t i on   o f   t he   Kena i   Pen insu la   Bo rough   Coas ta l   Deve lopmen t   P rog ram  wou ld  

have l i t t l e   m a r g i n a l   b e n e f i t ,   t h a t   t h e  award o f   l eases   poses   no   immed ia te  

d i r e c t   i m p a c t .   P e r h a p s   t h e r e   i s   n o   i m n e d i a t e   d i r e c t   i m p a c t ,   b u t   t h e r e   i s   n o  

guarantee   tha t   the   Coasta l   Deve lopment   Program i s   g o i n g   t o   b e  done i n  t h e  

schedu led   t ime  f rame.  None o f   t h e   o t h e r   c o a s t a l   z o n e  management p l a n s   h a v e  

b e e n   f i n i s h e d   a n d   i m p l e m e n t e d   w i t h i n   t h e   s c h e d u l e d   t i m e .  And t h e  DEIS i s  

v e r y   a c c u r a t e  when i t  r e p o r t s   t h a t   t h e   B o r o u g h ' s   d r a f t   c o a s t a l  management 

p r o g r a m   h a s   n o t   b e e n   d i s t r i b u t e d   f o r   v i e w .  The p u b l i c   m e e t i n s   w e r e   h e l d ,   b u t  

a l l   t h a t   a c c o m p l i s h e d  was t h a t   t h e   v i l l a g e s   l e a r n e d   t h e y   d o n ' t  know what  coasi  

zone  management i s   a l l   a b o u t  a n d   t h e   c o n t r a c t o r s   l e a r n e d   t h a t   t h e y   d i d   n o t  

know w h a t   t h e   v i l l a g e s   w e r e   d o i n g   a n d   w h a t   t h e i r   i n t e r e s t s   a n d  uses o f   t h e  

coas ta l   zone  a rea   were .  The D r a f t  d o e s   n o t   b e g i n   t o   a d d r e s s   o r   p r o t e c t  

E n g l i s h  Bay o r   P o r t  Graham c o n c e r n s   a n d   i n t e r e s t s .  

P o r t  Graham i s   c u r r e n t l y   s e e k i n g   t h e   d e s i g n a t i o n  o f  a n   A r e a   M e r i t i n g  

S p e c i a l   A t t e n t i o n .   E n g l i s h   B a y   i s   t r y i n g   t o   f i n d   o u t  how t o   b e s t   p r o t e c t  

t h e i r   i n t e r e s t s .  

A t  t h e  moment t h e r e   a r e   n o   p o l i c i e s   f o r  management o f   t h e   r e s o u r c e s   w h i t  
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r e f l ec t   v i l l age   a t t i t udes .  The  Borough a n d  the  contractors have no knowledge 

of t he   ac t iv i t i e s  and  uses of the   v i l lages .  The Draft  Coastal Development 

P l a n  makes general  remarks a b o u t  subsis tence  act ivi t ies   occurr ing  in  the area: 

and apparently  there  are maps which propose  certain  classifications  for 

various  areas a round  the   v i l lages ,  b u t  these do  n o t  r e f l e c t  any input by v i l l i  

residents.  What t h i s  means i s  t h a t  the Coastal  Zone  Management Program t h a t  

the Kenai Peninsula Borough is  undertaking has essent ia l ly   no t  even  included 

the  vil lages of English Bay and Port Graham. 

Since  oil  exploratory a n d  development act ivi t ies   wil l   affecc  these 

resources  relied upon by the   v i l lages ,  the vi l lages  have  a r i g h t   t o  have some 

say  in  the management of the resources which they  use and a r i gh t  t o  protect  

the  lands which be long  t o  them. In o rde r   fo r   t h i s  t o  happen, more leasing 

cannot  occur  within  the next few years .  (Audience applauds). 

MRS. WUNNICKE:  Thank  you. We would appreciate  having  copies. 

I guess i t   i s  Ms. Lee Stra t ton?  

MS. L E E  STRATTON:  Good evening. My name i s  Lee S t r a t ton  a n d  I work 

for  the North Pacif ic  Rim, the regional ,  Native  non-profit  corporation 

serving  the Chugach Native  region.  Tonight, I speak on behalf o f  the   vi l lage 

of Port Graham a n d  English Bay. Both vi l lages   are   enrol led  in   the Chugach 

region. They are  a l s o  within  the Kenai Peninsula Borough. 

As both vi l lages  have asked me t o  t e s i t f y   f o r  them today, I think i t  

might be helpful   i f  I explain  in a l i t t l e  more de ta i l  my re la t ionship  t o  

English Bay a n d  Port Graham. 

A t  the request,  more t h a n  a year a g o ,  of concerned ci t izens  in   the 

vi l lages ,  the North Pacif ic  Rim began investigating  subsistence  concerns. Fa 
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tne past  year I have  been researching, conductin! surveys a n d  ass is t ing  these 

villages  in  addressing  issues a n d  s i tua t ions  which a f f e c t   t h e i r   l i f e s t y l e s  a n d  

tne  resources which a re  a n  integral  a n d  essent ia l   par t   of  t h a t  l i f e - s t y l e .  

The vil lage  councils and  corporations  in  both  English Bay and  Port 

Graham have met t o  consider  the DEIS a n d  t he   e f f ec t s  of  Sale 60 on t h e i r  

vi l lages .  Both vi l lage  counci ls  a n d  corporations h a v e  asked me t o  t e s t i f y  on 

their  behalf  as I am well  acquainted  with  their  concerns and  with  their  

l i f e - s ty l e s .  As no one from Por t  Graham  was able  t o  a t t e n d  the  hearing  today, 

I have with me a resolut ion which passed l a s t  week. I t  reads  as  follows: 

"Whereas, the  vi l lage of Por t  Graham i s  opposed t o  the leasing  of   t racts   in  

the lower Cook In l e t  and Shel ikof   Strai t  and has comments on the Sale  60 

DEIS, and  Whereas, members of  the  village  council  are u n a b l e  t o  attend  the 

public  hearing, and Whereas, Lee S t r a t t o n  from the North Pac i f ic  Rim has 

studied  Port Graham subsis tence usage and knows our  concerns,  Therefore, Be 

I t  Resolved t h a t  Lee S t ra t ton   t es i fy  on the behalf of  Por t  Graham a t  the  

Public  Hearing on Sale 60 . "  

The f i r s t   p a r t  of my testimony  will be confined t o  c-ncerns  of  the 

vil lage  of Port  Graham. If  time  allows, I will   also  address some other 

concerns t h a t  are  shared by both  the  villages.  If  time  does  not  allow, you 

will  hear more from me in  Anchorage. 

Members of the Port Graham Corporation a n d  Village Council have already 

reviewed,  revised, and approved my comments. 

As you may h a v e  not iced,  Arnold Melsheimer  mentioned Port Graham in  his 

comments. As many of the concerns t h a t  English Bay have are  shared by the 

people in  Port Graham, they were included.  This was done with the a p p r o v a l  
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a n d  knowledge of  Po r t  Granam people. The in ten t ionms t o  avoid  unnecessary 

repet i t ion of concerns. 

I t  i s  n o t  my intention  to  belabor  the  point,  b u t  I would l i k e   f o r   i t  t o  

be very c lear  t h a t  my following comments accurately a n d  au thor i ta t ive ly  

r e f l ec t  the a t t i t udes  of  Port Graham. I emphasize t h i s  because Por t  Graham 

in  the  past has n o t  diverged from the Borough posit ion on o i l  development and  

no one from Port Graham  was able t o  be there .  My comments a lso  wil l  n o t  be 

limited t o  s t r ic t ly   subsis tence  concerns,   as   Port  Graham's  concerns  are 

more diverse,  and I am the only one here  representing  their   interests.  

The Port Graham Village Council and  the Por t  Graham Corporation, both 

resolved  that  they are in  favor  of  the no sale   opt ion w i t h  the e f f e c t s  of o i l  

development on the commercial fishery  playing a dominant ro le   in   the i r  

deciding on the no sa le   pos i t ion .  There were no a l t e r n a t i v e s   o r   t r a c t  

deletions which would  sa t i s fac tor i ly   address  and  mit igate   the  adverse  effects  

about Por t  Graham i s  concerned. 

The northern  t racts   in   the Cook In le t   sec tor  are important t o  Port 

Graham commercial fishermen who d r i f tne t   t he re .  I am to ld  by Por t  Graham 

fishermen t h a t  the   g raphic   i l lus t ra t ing   f i sh ing   a reas   i s   incor rec t .   I f  my 

information is  correct,   the  driftnet  area  extends  further  south  to  Chinitna 

Point.  This means tha t   there   a re  a greater  number of t rac ts   wi th in  the 

cur ren t   d r i f tne t  area.  

The loss or  l imiting  of commercial d r i f tne t t i ng   cou ld   c r i t c i a l ly   e f f ec t  

the  fisherman a n d  the economy of the village.  This  impact  is  not  addressed  il 

the  Draft E I S .  I t  i s  estimated t h a t  the   d r i f tnee t ing   in   the   In le t   cons t i tu te !  

anywhere from 25 t o  50% of  the Por t  Graham commercial f i s h i n s  incomes. The 
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Fishermen's  Cont ingency  Fund makes n o   a p p a r e n t   p r o v i s i o n   f o r   l o s s e s   o f   i n c o m e  

due t o   d i s a l l o w e d   f i s h i n g   i n   a n   a r e a   o f   e x p l o r a t o r y   o r   d r i l l i n g   a c t i v i t y .  

N o t   o n l y   i s   t h e   l o s s   i n   i n c o m e   f r o m   n o t   b e i n g   a b l e   t o   d r i f t n e t  a m a j o r  

c o n s i d e r a t i o n ,   b u t  i n  a d d i t i o n ,   f i s h   a r e   f r e q u e n t l y   s a v e d   f r o m   t n e   c o m m e r c i a l  

c a t c h   f o r   p e r s o n a l  use and t o   s h a r e   w i t h   t h o s e   i n   t h e   v i l l a g e  who a r e  n o t  

a b l e   t o   g e t   o u t   a n d   g e t   f i s h   f o r   t h e m s e l v e s .  

P o r t  Graham f i s h e r m e n   w e r e   a l s o   v e r y   c o n c e r n e d   a b o u t   t h e   f f e c t s   o f   o i l  

r e l a t e d   a c t i v i t e s   o n   t h e   m i g r a t i n g   s a l m o n   s t o c k s   c o m i n g   u p   t h r o u g   t h e  

S h e l i k o f   S t r a i t .  Nowhere i n  t h e  D E I S  a r e   t h e   s a l m o n   m i g r a t o r y   r o u t e s  mapped. 

Th is   wou ld  seem t o   b e   v e r y   i m p o r t a n t   i n f o r m a t i o n   t o   a h v e  i n  o r d e r   t o   a s s e s s  

t h e   i m p a c t   o f   t h e   s a l e   o n   t h e   r e s o u r c e s .  The e f f e c t s   o f   a c t i v i t y   i n   t h e  

Strait o n   t h e   s a l m o n   s t o c k s   w o u l d   p r o b a b l y   b e   d i f f i c u l t   t o   a s s e s s .   N o n e t h e -  

l e s s ,  it c o u l d   e f f e c t   c o m m e r c i a l   f i s h i n g ,   a n d   n o   a l l o w a n c e   i s  made f o r  

compensation  due t o  such losses. Concern was a l s o   e x p r e s s e d   r e g a r d i n g   t h e  

e f f e c t s   o f   o i l   d e v e l o p m e n t   a c t i v i t y  on t h e   s a l m o n   s t o c k s   i n   t h e  Cook I n l e t  

area. 

P o r t  Graham shares a l l   t h e   c o n c e r n s   e x p r e s s e d   b y   E n g l i s h  Bay,  even  the 

e f f e c t s  o f  t o u r i s m   a n d   r e c r e a t i o n .   W h i l e  some o f   t h e  documents   suggest   tha t  

P o r t  Graham i s  more  amenable t o   d e v e l o p m e n t   t h a n   E n g l i s h   B a y ,   t h i s   i s   l a r g e l y  

l i m i t e d   t o   d e v e l o p m e n t s   a s s o c i a t e d   w i t h   c o m m e r c i a l   f i s h i n g .   P o r t  Graham  does 

n o t  welcome t o u r i s t s   a n d  unknown  spor t - f ishermen.  And  as t h e y   c o u n t   t h e  

c o s t s   o f   t h e  changes   t hey   have   a l l owed ,   t hey   a re   aga in   pu t t i ng   an   emphas is  

on r e t a i n i n g   t h e i r   c u l t u r e   a n d   t h e i r   c o m u n i t y .  

The i n f o r m a t i o n  on t h e   b a c k   o f   G r a p h i c s   1 3  - 16  addresses   subs is tence 

i n   t h e   v i l l a g e s   o f   E n g l i s h  Bay a n d   P o r t  Graham. You h a v e   h e a r d   f r o m   A r n o l d  
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Melsheimer already. A t  this  t ime, I would l i k e  t o  elaborate on Port Graham’s 

subsis tence  l i fes tyle .  A t  the  time  of  the  writing of the EIS,  a subsistence 

survey was just  being completed in the two v i l lages  by  The North Pacif ic  Rim. 

Marsha Bennett  looked  over the raw data on the surveys, and  from those  derivec 

much of the  information t h a t  i s   wr i t t en   i n   t he  DEIS a b o u t  Por t  Graham and 

English Bay. Now t h a t  most of the  data  has been tabulated and  analyzed, we 

are  able t o  give more accurate  pictures of v i l lage  uses of the  resources a n d  

the foiw t h a t  subsistence  plays  in  the  overall economy  of Port Graham. 

9 

As i t  turns  out,   Port  Graham does n o t  use a wider  range of species t h a n  

English Bay, as  suggested  in the DEIS. In fact,  the  average  household  in Port 

Graham uses s l i g h t l y  fewer  subsistence  resources. However, the number of 

species and  the  dependence on them i s  by  no  means ins igni f icant .  41 differenl  

species were used by 25 percent or more of  the  households  in Por t  Graham. 

Only 10 of these  resources would n o t  be affected by a n  o i l   s p i l l  t h a t  reached 

the  shores on the eas t   s ide  of the  lower Cook In l e t .  Of these 10  species n o t  

potentially  affected by an  o i l   s p i l l ,   o n l y  two of these are sources  of  proteir 

spruce hens and  black  bear. 22  d i f fe ren t   spec ies  were u t i l i zed  by  50 percent 

o r  more of the  households  in  Port Graham. Only four of these  are  non-marine 

related  resources and  none of those  four  are  primarily  protein  foods.  18 

different  subsistence  foods  are used by a t   l e a s t   h a l f  of the  households which 

coule be severely damaged i f  not  eliminated  for a period  of  time. 

60 percent  of  the  households  in  the  village  estimated t h a t  a t  l e a s t  

half of t he i   d i e t  was comprised  of subsistence  kinds of resources. 

T h u s ,  a majority of the population wou ld  be c r i t i c a l l y  impacted by a 

major o i l   s p i l l .  A1 1 of the  population would be adversely  affected.  
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Roughly 67% of the  households  in  Port Graham have incomes of 515,OO: 

or   less .  52 percent of  the v i l l age  households report  a combined household 

income of l e s s  t h a n  $10,000.  There  are a mean  number of 5.7 persons  per house 

h o l d  in  Port Graham.  Over h a l f  of  the  village  households have incomes under 

510,000 and  tne  average  household  size i n  t he   v i l l age   i s  between 5 a n d  6 peopl 

Employment s t a t i s t i c s  complement th i s   p ic ture .  Less t h a n  10  percent 

of the  households  in  Port Graham nave members employed f u l l  time  year-round. 

50 percent  are  seasonally employed--43 percent  are employed in   f ishery-related 

a c t i v i t e s .  

I 

Subs is tence   ac t iv i t ies  a n d  commercial fishing  play a very  important 

role  in  Port Graham's economy. Not only  could a major o i l   sp i l l   g rave ly  

curtai l   the   avai lable   subsis tence  resources ,  b u t  i t  would also  severely  impair 

the   ab i l i ty  of close t o  half the v i l lage  t o  earn  the  necessary  cash t o  meet 

expenses l i k e   u t i l i t i e s ,   c l o t h i n g ,  a n d  groceries t o  supplement t h e i r  

subsistence  harvests. 

This i s  w h a t  the Por t  Graham residents  think  of when they  think of o i l  

development. Adverse impacts which wi l l   e f fec t  100 percent  of the v i l l age .  

Is th i s   unfa i r?   Aren ' t   there   benef i t s  t o  be derived from t h i s   s a l e  fo 

the   vi l lagers?  

I t  i s   poss ib le  t h a t  a few people from  each v i l l age  may seek  oil  

development related work should  the  lease  sale  take  place.  However, his tor ica  

and  when I say h i s t o r i c a l l y ,  I r e f e r   t o   o i l  development  in  Alaska  records of 

employment, h i s t o r i c a l l y ,   t h i s   i s   n o t   t h e  trend. Local Native  people h a v e  

not  sought  or  etained such jobs .  This  trend  will  continue  in  the  villages of 

English Bay a n d  Port Graham. Yes, also  in  Port  Graham.  Numerous opportunitic 
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a r e   a l r e a d y   a v a i l a b l e   t o   v i l l a g e r s   i n t e r e s t e d   i n   r e c e i v i n g   t r a i n i n g   f o r  0 i ; -  

r e l a t e d   w o r k .   T h e y   a r e   n o t   i n t e r e s t e d   i n   w o r k   o u t s i d e   o f   t h e   v i l l a g e ,  

i n   b e i n g  away f r o m   t h e   v i l l a g e ,   i n   w o r k i n g  a t  j o b s   t h a t   d o   n o t   a l l o w   f o r  

f i s h i n g  and h u n t i n g  when t h e   w e a t h e r ,   t i d e s   a n d   r e s o u r c e s   a r e   j u s t   r i g h t .  

T n e r e   a r e   o t h e r   e c o n o m i c a l   i m p a c t s   i n a d e q u a t e l y   a d d r e s s e d   i n   t h e  D r a f t  

EIS. Tne e f f e c t s   o f   t h e   p r e d i c t e d  Homer p o p u l a t i o n   g r o w t h   r e s u l t i n g   f r o m   S a l e  

CI and  f rom  Sale 60 a r e   n o t   a s s e s s e d   i n   t e r m s   o f  how t h a t  will a f f e c t   t h e  

economies o f   t h e   v i l l a g e s   o f   P o r t  Graham  and E n g l i s h   B a y .   T h e   o n l y   i m p a c t  

ment ioned  as a r e s u l t   o f   H o m e r ' s   p o p u l a t i o n   e x p a n s i o n   i s   t h e   i n c r e a s e d   t o u r i s m  

and r e c r e a t i o n   a c t i v i t i e s .  

7 

F i r s t ,  i t  seems p l a u s i b l e   t h a t  Homer may n o t   h a v e   t h e   e x p a n s i o n  assume 

i f  t h e   S a l e  CI a c t i v i t i e s   d o   n o t  g o   b e y o n d   t h e   e x p l o r a t o r y   s t a g e .   C u r r e n t l y ,  

no p lans   have  been made b e y o n d   t h e   h a l t e d   e x p l o r a t o r y   a c t i v i t i e s .   T h i s   c o u l d  

i nva l i da te   t he   base   case   assumpt ions .   Second ly ,  no e f f o r t   i s  made t o   a d d r e s s  

how a boom economy i n  Homer will i n f l u e n c e   t h e   v i l l a g e s .   B o t h   v i l l a g e s   a r e  

hooked  up t o  Homer E l e c t r i c .  A boom  economy i s   g o i n g   t o   r a i s e   t h e   r a t e s .   B o t h  

v i l l a g e s   r e l y   h e a v i l y   o n  Homer f o r   s u p p l e m e n t a l   g r o c e r i e s ,   c l o t h i n g ,   h o u s e h o l d  

goods  and f i s h i n g   a n d   h u n t i n g   e q u i p m e t n .  As t h e s e   p r i c e s   g o   u p   b e c a u s e   o f   o i l -  

r e l a t e d   d e v e l o p m e n t ,   v i l l a g e   e c o n o m i e s   a r e   g o i n g   t o   b e   s e v e r e l y   s t r a p p e d .  The 

i n f l a t i o n   o f   t h e  Homer  economy will a f f e c t   e v e r y   h o u s e h o l d  i n  E n g l i s h  Bay 

and P o r t  Graham, t h r o u g h   t h e   p r i c e  o f  f o o d ,   s t o v e  o i l ,  e l e c t r i c i t y ,  and 

c l o t h i n g  and o t h e r   e s s e n t i a l   g o o d s .  And none o f   t h e   e c o n o m i c   b e n e f i t s   o f   o i l  

development will b e   e x p e r i e n c e d   i n   t h e   v i l l a g e s .   A r e   t h e r e   a n y   q u e s t i o n s ?  

MRS. WUNNICKE: T h a n k   y o u .   A r e   t h e r e   a n y   q u e s t i o n s   o f  Ms. S t r a t t o n ?  

(Aud ience  app lauds) .  M r .  Kev in  Hogan. 
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K E V I N  HOGAN: My name i s  Kevin Hogan, and I am a severn-year  

r e s i d e n t   o f  Homer. F o r   t h e   l a s t   s e v e n   y e a r s  w i th  t h e   e x c e p t i o n  o f  one day 

I have made my l i v i n g .  I ' m  n o t   a n   e n v i r o n t m e n t a l i s t   o r   c o n s e r v a t i o n ,   a n d  i 

r e c o g n i z e   t h a t   t h e   l i f e - b l o o d   o f   t h i s   n a t i o n   i s   o i l ,   b u t  I a s k   y o u   t o   r e c o g n i z  

t h a t   t h e   l i f e - b l o o d   o f  Homer, Seldov ia,   Kodiak,  a l l   t h e   v i l l a g e s  and 

c o m m u n i t i e s   a r o u n d   t h i s   a r e a   w i t h   t h e   e x c e p t i o n   o f   K e n a i   a n d   S o l d o t n a   i s   t h e  

sea. I t ' s  a m y s t e r y   t o  me t h a t   t h e   f e d e r a l   g o v e r n m e n t   c a n   w i t h d r a w   m i l l i o n s  o 

a c r e s   o f   p o t e n t i a l l y   o i l - r i c h   l a n d s   f r o m   d e v e l o p m e n t   a n d   a t   t h e  same t i m e  

s u b j e c t  some o f   t h e   m o s t   p r o d u c t i v e   s e a f o o d   a n d   p r o t e i n   p r o d u c i n g   a r e a s   a r o u n d  

t o   o i l  development. Ah, i t  j u s t   d o e s n ' t  make any sense t o  me. It seems 

s t u p i d .  Ah, w e ' v e   g o t   v i t a l   i n d u s t r i e s  i n  t h i s   a r e a   t h a t   a r e   d e p e n d e n t  on 

sea food ,   k ing   c rab ,   sh r imp ,   and  we d o n ' t   h a v e   a n y   v i t a l   i n d u s t r i e s   t h a t   a r e  

dependent on m o s q u i t o e s   o r   l e m i n g s   ( p h ) .  I t h i n k   t h a t  I w o u l d   j u s t   l i k e   t o  

go on r e c o r d  i n  s a y i n g   t h a t  I am opposed t o   t h e   s a l e   o n   t h o s e   g r o u n d s .  I 

t h i n k   t h e   o i l   w o u l d   b e  much b e t t e r   l e f t   i n   t h e   g r o u n d   w h e r e  i t  i s ,  and I 

t h i n k   t h e r e   a r e   o t h e r   a r e a s   t h a t   t h e   f e d e r a l   g o v e r n m e n t   h a s   c o n t r o l   o v e r   t h a t  

t h e y   c o u l d   o p e n   u p   t h e   l e a s i n g   t h a t   w o u l d   s e r v e   o u t   c o u n t r y  much b e t t e r .  I 

t h i n k   t h a t  i n  t h e   f u t u r e  we a r e   g o i n g   t o   h a v e   t o  come t o  depend  and  look  towar 

t h e  sea f o r   p r o t e i n   a n d   f o r e i g n   t r a d e .  I t h i n k  we c o u l d   w i p e   o u t   o u r   b a l a n c e  

o f   t r a d e   d e f i c i t   j u s t   w i t h   t h e   s e a f o o d   r e c o u r c e s   t h a t  we have  here i n  A laska 

a lone,   and I t h i n k   t h a t ' s   s o m e t h i n g   t h a t   n e e d s   t o  be t a k e n   i n t o   c o n s i d e r a t i o n ,  

(Aud ience   app lauds ) .  

a 

MRS. WUNNICKE: Thank  you.  Ah, n e x t   i s   t h e   r e p r e s e n t a t i v e   f r o m   t h e  

Kod iak   Area   l r la t i ve   Assoc ia t ion   f rom KANA. B i l l ?  

MR. B I L L  OSBORNE: I w o u l d   l i k e   t o   s a y  I will have a t y p e w r i t t e n  cop: 
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o f  t h i s   f o r   y o u   i n   K o d i a k .  Good even ing  Nadame Chai rperson  and  Hear ing  Panel  

Members. My name i s Eii 11  Osborne,  and I am employed  as  an OCS Researcher 

A s s i s t a n t   o n  a s h o r t - t e r m   c o n t r a c t   w i t h   t h e   K o d i a k   A r e a   N a t i v e   A s s o c i a t i o n ,  o y  

KANA. I n  t h e   t h r e e   y e a r s   p r i o r   t o   a c c e p t i n g   t h i s   c o n t r a c t   p o s i t i o n ,  I 

p r i m a r i l y   w o r k e d   w i t h  KANA i n  the   a reas   o f   F i she ry   Deve lopmen t   and   Educa t ion .  

D u r i n g   t h i s   t i m e   p e r i o d ,  I l i v e d   i n   t h e   v i l l a g e  o f  P o r t   L i o n s   f o r  one  year  

and  worked  as a c r e  member on a commercial  salmon f i s h i n g   v e s s e l   f o r   t w o  

summers. 

9 

The   Kod iak   A rea   Na t i ve   Assoc ia t i on  i s  a n o n - p r o f i t   o r g a n i z a t i o n   o f  

N a t i v e s   i n   t h e   K o d i a k   I s l a n d   a r e a   t h a t  was i n i t i a l l y  i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n  1966. 

KANA's o v e r a l l   p u r p o s e   i s   t o   p r o m o t e   p r i d e  on t h e   p a r t   o f   t h e   N a t i v e s   o f   A l a s k  

and t h e i r   t r a d i t i o n s ;   t o   p r e s e r v e   t h e   c u s t o m s ,   f o l k   l o r e ,   a n d   a r t   o f   t h e  

N a t i v e   r a c e s ;   t o   p r o m o t e   t h e   p h y s i c a l ,   e c o n o m i c ,   a n d   s o c i a l   w e l l - b e i n g  o f  t h e  

N a t i v e s   o f   A l a s k a ;  t o  d i s c o u r a g e   a n d   o v e r c o m e   r a c i a l   p r e j u d i c e   a n d   t h e  

i nequ i t i es   wh ich   such   p re jud i ce   c rea tes ;   and   t o   p romote   good   gove rnmen t  by 

remind ing   t hose  who govern  and  those who a r e   g o v e r n e d   o f   t h e i r   j o i n t   a n d  

m u t u a l   r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .  To ach ieve   these  purposes ,  KANA under took   work  

p r o g r a m   a c t i v i t i e s   o n   i t s   f i r s t   c o n t r a c t  i n  F e b r u a r y   o f   1 9 7 4 .   S i n c e   t h e s e  

humble  beginn ings,  KANA h a s   d e v e l o p e d   i n t o  a m u l t o - f a c e t e d ,   n o n - p r o f i t  

o r g a n i z a t i o n   t h a t   d e l i v e r s   c o m p r e h e n s i v e  manpower, h e a l t h ,   e d u c a t i o n ,   s o c i a l  

se rv i ces ,   and   commun i t y   deve lopmen t   and   p lann ing   se rv i ces   t o   t he   Na t i ve   peop le  

o n   t h e   K o d i a k   I s l a n d ,   p a r t i c u l a r l y   t h o s e   l i v i n g  i n  t h e   I s l a n d ' s   s i x   v i l l a g e s .  

KANA's focus on proposed OCS o i l  and  gas  development i n   t h e   a r e a  

s u r r o u n d i n g   t h e   I s l a n d  was h e i g h t e n e d   i n   O c t o b e r ,   1 9 7 9 ,   w i t h   t h e   r e c e i p t   o f  a 

Na t iona l   Resources   con t rac t   f rom  the  Rural Alaska  Community  Act ion  Program. 
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This f iscal   year  1980 contract  a n d  the  f iscal   year  1981 contract  which wac 

recently awarded t o  KANA h a v e  provided  funs t o  educate,  inform, a n d  organize 

village  people's  concerns on the  possible  impacts of OCS development, and  f o r  

KANA to  advocate  positions  adopted by the  respect ive  vi l lages   to  a l l  e n t i t i e s  

involved in   the  oi l  development  process. To achieve  these  objectives, KANA 

has received program direct ion from i t s  Overall Economic Development a n d  

Planning Committee which i s  comprised of a representative from each of the  s ix  

Island  vil lages.   This  direction has been supplemented  with s ta f f   t rave ls   to  

v i l l ages ,   d i s t r ibu t ion  of educational  newsletters,   vil lage  surveys,  and  d i r ec t  

vil lage  participation  in  the  decision-making  process  for OCS development. In  

this   regard,  KANA s t a f f  and  vi l lage  res idents  have  worked cooperatively  with 

the Alaska OCS o f f i ce ,   t he  Kodiak Island  Borough's OCS Advisory  Council, a n d  

tes- i f ied  a t   the   publ ic   hear ings  for  the Five Year Lease Sale Schedule and  the 

DEIS for   l ease   sa le  46. In a continuation of these program e f f o t s ,  KANA 

s t a f f  and  vi l lage  representat ives   wil l  be o ra l ly   t e s t i fy ing  a t  the  public 

hearings on the DEIS for   l ease   sa le  60 in Homer, Kodiak, and the  special  heari 

in Port  Lions. 

9 

The K A N A  s t a f f  and  itsconstituants  are  very  concerned t h a t  nowhere in 

the DEIS i s  a n  evaluation  given  for  the  cumulative  effects of the proposed 

lease   sa le  60 a n d  l ease   sa le  6 1 .  Sale  area 61 .  Sale  area  61, encompassing t h  

eastern  s ide of Kodiak I s l and ,   i s  proposed for   l ease  i n  April,   1983,  less t h a n  

two years   af ter   lease  sale   60.  As mentioned on page  4 of  the DEIS, "If b o t h  

sales  60 and 61 are held  as  scheduled,  there  will be o i l  a n d  gas  exploratory 

a c t i v i t i e s  on bo th  s ides  of Kodiak I s l a n d .  Furthermore, i f   o i l  and/or  natural 

gas i s  found in  both sale  areas,   then  production  activit ies  for b o t h  lease  sal 
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would be occurring  simultaneously on  Kodiak Island." In the  section o f  tne 

OEIS on "Other Major Projects  Considered  in  Analyzing  Cumulative E f f e c t , "  

consideration  is  given t o  t he   e f f ec t s  o f  such projects   as   the Beluga Coal 

Field development; the  Bradley Lake Hydroelectric  Project; and  harbor 

expansion  projects  in Homer, Kodiak, a n d  Port  Lions, b u t  no evaluat ion  is  

given of the combined e f f e c t s  o f  Sales 60 a n d  61.  This i s  because " a t  a 

minimum, the Alaska OCS o f f i c e  would  have t o  know w h a t  the  Sa le  61 resource 

estimates  will  be, w h a t  the areas  o f  part icular   interest   wi l l  be to   industry 

government, and  special   interest   groups,  and  f i n a l l y ,  w h a t  the  area  selected 

further  study ( e . g .  the proposal)  will  be. As nonecf this   information  is  

present ly   avai lable ,   there   is  no basis on which t o  make a n  environmental 

assessment of the  sale  61 area;  hence, no viable  assessment of the i n t e r r e l a  

of the two sa l e s   i s  a t  t h i s  moment possible." We simply  find  this 

explanation  unacceptable. 

a 

The process  leading u p  t o  the  now-cancelled  lease  sale  46, which 

encompassed approximately the same area of call   as  lease  sale  61,  was follow 

t h r o u g h  the  writing  of a DEIS i n  1977 before  the  sale was postponed un t i l  

December, 1980. After  the  postponement, new Scoping  sessions were held and  

new DEIS was wri t ten.   Surely  af ter   the  OEIS process had  been followed  throu 

twice f o r  the same sa l e   a r ea ,   t he  ELM should have some idea of w h a t  the reso 

estimates a n d  the a reas   o f   par t icu lar   in te res t   wi l l  be fo r  s a l e  area  61, so  

t h a t  the  cumulative  impacts  of  sales 60 and  61 c o u l d  be considered. 

Cumulative e f f e c t s  .of s a l e  60 and  the  now-cancelled 46 were mentione 

as  issues of concern a t  the two l eas t   s a l e  60 Scoping sessions  held  in Kodia 

on August 1 4 ,  1979 and  March 5,  1980. I n  f ac t ,   t he  OCS of f ice   impl ic i t ly  
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a c k n o w l e d g e d   t h a t   t h e   t w o   s a l e s   w o u l d   j o i n t l y   a f f e c t   K o d i a k   I s l a n d  by h o l d i n g  

an i n i t i a l  comb ined   Scop ing   sess ion   f o r   bo th   sa les  46 and 60 i n  Anchorage  on 

May 23, 1979. By f a i l i n g   t o   a d d r e s s   t h e s e   S c o p i n g   i s s u e s ,   t h e  DEIS f a l l s  

s h o r t  o f  t h e   N a t i o n a l   E n v i r o n m e n t a l   P o l i c y   A c t   o b j e c t i v e s .  To postpone a n  

e v a l u a t i o n   o f   t h e   i n t e r r e l a t i o n s h i p   o f   s a l e s  60 and 61 b e f o r e   l e a s e   s a l e  60 

i s   h e l d ,   w o u l d   s i d e s t e p   o n e   o f   t h e   m o s t   i m p o r t a n t   i s s u e s   f o r   K o d i a k   I s l a n d .  

It i s   o u r   b e l i e v e   t h a t   T a l n i k   P o i n t  was s e l e c t e d   a s   a n   o i l   t e r m i n a l  

s i t e  i n  o r d e r   t o   p o t e n t i a l l y   s e r v e  as t h e   r e c e i v i n g   p o i n t   f o r   o i l   f r o m   b o t h  

s i d e s   o f   K o d i a k   I s l a n d ,  i f  o i l   i s   d i s c o v e r e d  i n  b o t h   s a l e   a r e a s .  I m i g h t  

m e n t i o n   t h a t   T a l n i k   P o i n t  i s  f a r   t o o   c l o s e   t o  Por t  L ions t o   b e   c o n s i d e r e d  an 

e n c l a v e   s i t e .  A concern   wh ich  was e x p r e s s e d   a t   t h e   M a r c h  5, 1980,  Scoping 

s e s s i o n  was t h a t   t e r m i n a l   f a c i l i t i e s   s h o u l d   b e   l o c a t e d  away f r o m   e x i s t i n g  

v i l l a g e s   t o   l e s s e n   c o m m u n i t y   i m p a c t s .   T h i s   c o n c e r n  was n o t   m e n t i o n e d  i n  t h e  

DEIS. T h e   K o d i a k   I s l a n d   B o r o u g h ' s   1 9 7 7   f a c i l i t y   s i t i n g   s t u d y   a l s o   m e n t i o n e d  

avo idance   o f   ex i s t i ng   commun i t y  and h a r b o r   f a c i l i t i e s   a s  a p o l i c y   a s s u m p t i o n  1 

0 

o i l   t e r m i n a t l   s i t i n g  a n d   t h e   S t a t e   o f   A l a s k a ' s   1 9 7 8 ,   G u l f  O f  A laska OCS Handbc 

i n c l u d e s   l a n d  use c o m p a t i b i l i t y   a s  a s i t i n g   c r i t e r i o n .  I f such  concerns  were 

t o  be   adequate ly   addressed i n   t h i s  DEIS, t h e n   o t h e r   o i l   t e r m i n a l   s i t e s  more 

remote   f rom  ex i s t i ng   commun i t i es   t han   Ta ln i k   Po in t   shou ld   have   been   cons ide rec  

The f a c t   t h a t   t h e y   w e r e   n o t   c o n s i d e r e d   a g a i n   i n d i c a t e s   t h e   f a i l u r e  o f  t h e  DEI! 

t o   d e a l   w i t h   m a j o r   S c o p i n g   i s s u e s ,   d e m o n s t r a t e s   t h e   f a i l u r e   o f   t h e  DEIS t o  

f o l l o w   N a t i o n a l   E n v i r o n m e n t a l   P o l i c y   A c t   o b j e c t i v e s ,   a n d   r e c o n f i r m s   o u r  

b e l i e f   t h a t   t h e   P o r t   L i o n s   s i t e  was s e l e c t e d   b e c a u s e   o f   i t s   c o n v e n i e n c e   f o r  

b o t h   s a l e s  . 
On page 24 o f   t h e  DEIS, i t  s t a t e s   t h a t   t h e   A l t e r n a t i v e  6, a l l   n a t u r a l  
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gas t h a t   i s   p r o d u c e d   i n   t h e   S h e l i k o f   S t r a i t   w o u l d   b e   r e i n j e c t e d .   P r e s u m a b l y  

t h i s   i s  because   no t   enough   gas   wou ld   be   p roduced   to   war ran t   p ip ing  i t  t o   t h e  

N i k i s k y  LNG f a c i l i t y  on Kod iak   I s land .   However ,   f rom  the  D E I S  f o r   s a l e  46, 

we w e r e   l e a d   t o   b e l i e v e   t h a t   t h e   o u t e r   c o n t i n e n t i a 1   s h e l f  on t h e   e a s t   s i d e  of 

K o d i a k   I s l a n d   i s  gas  prone  and i f  p r o d u c i b l e   q u a n t i t i t e s   o f   n a t u r a l  gas  were 

d i s c o v e r e d   a n  LNG f a c i l i t y   w o u l d   b e   b e u i l t  on K o d i a k   I s l a n d .   G i v e n   t h e  

s imu l taneous   deve lopmen t   o f   sa le   a reas   60   and   61 ,  i t  i s   n o t   r e a s o n a b l e   t o  

assume t h a t  i f  p r o d u c i b l e   q u a n t i t i t e s   o f   n a t u r a l   g a s   w e r e   f o u n d  on Kodiak 

I s l a n d ,   t h e n   a n  LNG f a c i l i t y   w o u l d   b e   b u i l t  on t h e   I s l a n d   t o   p r o c e s s   t h e  gas f 

b o t h   a r e a s ?   S i m u l t a n e o u s   d e v e l o p m e n t   o n   b o t h   s i d e s   o f   K o d i a k   I s l a n d   w o u l d  mos 

l i k e l y   b e   c o s t - e f f e c t i v e   f o r   t h e   o i l   c o m p a n i e s ,  and  might   even  enhance  the 

p r o d u c i b i l i t y   o f   t h e   r e s o u r c e s   o f   e a c h   s a l e   a r e a .  Once a g a i n ,   t h e  D E I S  f a i l s  

t o   e v a l u a t e   t h e   p o t e n t i a l   s i m u l t a n e o u s   d e v e l o p m e n t   o f   t h e   t w o   s a l e   a r e a s .  

8 

The s e c t i o n   o f   t h e  D E I S  d e a l i n g   w i t h   c u m u l a t i v e   e f f e c t s   o f   o i l   s p i l l s  

i n c l u d e s   t h e   p o t e n t i a l   f o r   s p i l l s   a s s o c i a t e d   w i t h   d r i l l i n g  i n  s a l e   a r e a  CI 

a n d   t a n k e r   t r a f f i c   f o r   b o t h  C I  and  Upper Cook I n l e t ,   y e t   n o   c o n s i d e r a t i o n  .is 

g i v e n   t o   s p i l l s   r e s u l t . i n g   f r o m   p r o d u c t i o n   a n d   t a n k e r i n g   a c t i v i t i e s   a s s o c i a t e d  

w i t h   s a l e   a r e a   6 1 .   P e t r o l e u m   p r o d u c t i o n   f r o m   s a l e   a r e a   6 1   w o u l d   i n c r e a s e  

t a n k e r   t r a f f i c   a r o u n d   K o d i a k   I s l a n d ,   t h u s   r a i s i n g   t h e   o v e r a l l   a v e r a g e   p r o b a b i l  

o f  a s p i l l .   P r o d u c t i o n   f r o m  61 w o u l d   i n c r e a s e   t h e   p r o b a b i l i t y   o f   s p i l l s  

i m p a c t i n g   s u c h   " t a r g e t s "   a s   t h e   B a r r e n   I s l a n d s ,   s e a b i r d   f o r a g i n g   a r e a s ,   a n d  SE 

o t t e r   c o n c e n t r a t i o n s .  From t h e   1 9 8 0   s t u d y   o f   s u r f a c e   c u r r e n t s  i n  Lower Cook 

I n l e t / S h e l i k o f   S t r a i t   b y   G a r y   H u f f a r d ,  we can assume t h a t   o i l   s p i l l e d   i n   t h e  

n o r t h e r   p o r t i o n   o f   s a l e  61   cou ld   be   swep t   by   t he   Kena i   cu r ren t   t h rough  Kenned) 

E n t r a n c e   p a s t   t h e   B a r r e n   I s l a n d s ,   a c r o s s   t h e   m o u t h   o f  Cook I n l e t ,  and i n t o  

-129- 

the workshop 
oa-.t44&:..IliIrm 

.em q m h # .  

316-2449 
p a  bmx IIB(LdIL.I..L. 9 9 W 7  



1 

4 

z - 
6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

- 

S h e l i k o f   S t r a i t .   T n a t   s u c h   s u r f a c e   t r a n s p o r t   i s   p o s s i b l e  was d e m o n s t r a t e d   i n  

1976  by  two d r i f t   c a r d   r e c o v e r i e s  on t h e   w e s t   s h o r   o f   S h e l i k o f  Strait and  pne 

recove ry   nea r  Cape I k o l i k   o n   S o u t h w e s t   K o d i a k   I s l a n d ,   a l l   f r o m  a s i n g l e   r e l e a s  

o v e r   P o r t l o c k  Bank i n   t h e   n o r t h e r n   p o r t i o n   o f   s a l e   a r e a  6 1 .   T h i s   d r i f t   c a r d  

s tudy  was c i t e d   i n   t h e   K o d i a k   I n t e r i o r   S y n t h e s i s   R e p o r t   o f   M a r c h ,   1 9 8 0 .  

It i s  r e a s o n a b l e   t o  assume t h a t   d e v e l o p m e n t   a c t i v i t i e s   f o r   l e a s e   s a l e s  

60   and  61   wou ld   be   coord ina ted   on   Kod iak   Is land  and  one  migh t   fu r ther  assume 

t h a t   d u p l i c a t i o n   o f   s h o r e - b a s e d   f a c i l i t i e s   w o u l d   b e   m i n i m i z e d .   T n u s ,  we m i g h t  

e x p e c t   t h a t   n o t   o h l y   w o u l d  an o i l   t e r m i n a l   f a c i l i t y  or  an LNG f a c i l i t y   b e  

s i t e d   t o   s e r v e   b o t h   s a l e   a r e a s ,  but  a l s o   r o a d s ,   a i r p o r t s ,   h a r b o r s ,   s h i p p i n g  

l a n e s ,   a n d   p i p e l i n e s   w o u l d   a l l   b e   d e v e l o p e d   g i v i n g   c o n s i d e r a t i o n   t o   s i m u l t a n e o  

development i n   b o t h   s a l e   a r e a s .   W o u l d   t h i s   p r o s p e c t   a l t e r   t h e   d e v e l o p m e n t   a n d  

p r o d u c t i o n   a c t i v i t i e s  as d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h e  D E I S ?  Would   popu la t ion   and employme 

i n c r e a s e s   b e   d i f f e r e n t   f r o m   w h a t   i s   d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h e  D E I S ?  Once a g a i n ,   t h e  

D E I S  f a i l s   t o   a d e q u a t e l y   a n a l y z e   t h e   o v e r a l l   i m p a c t   o f   t h e   p r o p o s e d   l e a s e   s a l e  

because i t  d o e s   n o t   a d d r e s s   a t   a l l   t h e   c u m u l a t i v e   i m p a c t s   o f   t h e   p r o p o s e d  

l e a s e   s a l e   a n d   l e a s e   s a l e   6 1 .  

We u n d e r s t a n d   t h a t   a n   e n v i r o n m e n t a l   i m p a c t   s t a t e m e n t   i s   m e a n t   t o   b e  a 

dec is ion-making  document .  As a " b e s t - g u e s s ' '   e s t i m a t e   o f   t h e   i m p a c t s   o f   t h e  

p r o p o s e d   a c t i o n ,   t h e   E I S   s h o u l d   p r o v i d e   t h e   i n f o r m a t i o n   n e e d e d   t o   c h o o s e   b e t w e  

t h e   p r o p o s a l  or  one o f   t h e   a l t e r n a t i v e   a c t i o n s .   T h i s  D E I S  a t  b e s t   t e l l s  us on 

h a l f   o f   t h e   s t o r y .   S i n c e   t h i s  DEIS f a i l s   t o   p r e s e n t  a p i c t u r e   o f   t h e  combined 

e f f e c t s   o f   s a l e s  60  and  61, i t  i s   i m p o s s i b l e   f o r   v i l l a g e   c o m m u n i t i e s  on  Kodiak 

I s l a n d   t o   a d e q u a t e l y   p l a n   f o r   o i l   d e v e l o p m e n t .  

B a s e d   o n   t h e   l a c k   o f   c o n s i d e r a t i o n   o f   c u m u l a t i v e   i m p a c t s   f o r   s a l e   6 0  
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and 61 and on other  inadequacies  of  the DEIS ,  t he  Kodiak  Area Native 

Association,  speaking on behalf of the v i l l a g e s  Karluk,  Larsen  Eay,  Port 

Lions, and Ouzinkie, i s  adopting  the  position  of  being opposed t o   t h e   s a l e   a t  

this  time.  Additional  information on the  KANA and vi l lage  posi t ions  wil l  be 

presented a t  the  hearing tomorrow i n  Kodiak. T h a n k  you. 

MRS. WUNNICKE: T h a n k  you very much. 

M R .  ONES: I have one question. I followed  part o f  what you were 
9 

saying  about  cumulative  impacts,  but I am having  trouble  understanding why 

a t  this time of  doing  the  Draft EIS s a l e  61,   that  would not be a  more 

appropriate  time and  have no harm of doing the cumulative  impact  study a t  

t h a t  time. 

MR. OSBORNE: Well, i f  we a r e  t o  cons ider   the   a l te rna t ives   tha t  would 

be a p o s s i b i l i t y  of  o i l  development a t  this time, um, we would w a n t  t o  conside 

the  potent ia l  o f  a l l   o i l  development  around Kodiak Is land.   I f  we want un t i l  

the EIS fo r   s a l e   61 ,   ah ,   t ha t  would come u p  most l i k e l y   a f t e r   t h e   l e a s e   s a l e  

of ,   ah ,   l ease   sa le  60.  

MR.  ONES: B u t  i n  terms  of  time, a t  t h i s  point,  you know, we a r e  a t  the  

very ear ly   s tages  i n  s a l e  61.  Wouldn't i t  be more f eas ib l e  t o  s tudy  the 

cumulative  effects  of  that   once we have more processes o f  s a l e  61 and 

obviously, have  gone t o  some next   s tage on s a l e  60,  whenever t h a t  next stage 

i s ?  

M R .  OSBORNE: Well,  the  point I  was t ry ing   t o  make i s   t h a t  most of 

the  information  should  be  available  because  of the two Environmental  Impact 

Statements t h a t  have already been wr i t ten  on the  western Gulf of Alaska. 
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MR.  ONES: Doesn't t h a t  substantially  prejudge where indus t ry   in te res t  

might be and where t h e s e   t r a c t   s e l e c t i o n s   f o r   t h e  E18 might  be? I mean, as 

a s  example, i t  i s  a la rge   a rea  and not   a l l   o f  the t r a c t s  were selected 

o r i g i n a l l y   f o r   t h e   s a l e  46. I d o n ' t  want t o  belabor  the  point.  I t  j u s t  

s t ruck me as t h a t ,  i f  you a r e  going t o  do cumulative  impacts, you wait  u n t i l  

you get to   the  second s tep  before  you consider harm t o  the cumulative  impacts. 

M R .  OSBORNE: Well, to   wai t   for   the  second s tep would be a f t e r   t n e  

f a c t ,   a f t e r   s a l e  60 i s   a l ready   leased .  

MRS. WUNNICKE: I bel ieve  the  cal l   for   nominat ions  of   sale  61 closes  

a t  November 20 or  2 1 ,  so a t   t h a t   t i m e ,  you m i g h t  have a be t te r   ind ica t ion  

a t  of   industry  interest  i n  the  61 ca l l   a r eas .  You s t i l l  would not a t   t h a t  tin 

know what t r a c t s  have  been selected  for   s tudy.  Thank you, Mr. Osborne. 

(Audience a p p l a u d s ) .  We have now gone through the 1 i s t  of a l l  the  people who 

have signed u p  t o   t e s t i f y .  I wi l l   cal l   one more time the  people who d i d  not 

respond, b u t  i t  may not be the i r   f au l t   because  we were c a l l i n g  them a t  a time 

different   than  they h a d  reg is te red   for .  We wi l l  make  a spec ia l   e f fo r t  w i t h  

r e spec t   t o  two people on t h i s  l i s t  who had signed up t o   t e s t i f y  tomorrow 

morning and then I will  ask  those  of you  who a re   he re  who have not  signed u p ,  

i f  you have any testimony you would l i k e   t o   g i v e .  Mr. Frank  Tupper? Mr. 

Derek Stonorov? Mr. Michael Coumbe? David Bentley?  Marilyn Hammond? 

MS. MARILYN HAMMOND: I ' l l  make th i s  br ief ;  I know we a r e   g e t t i n g   l a t e .  

I am Marilyn Hamond, address box 1092, Homer, Alaska. I am requesting 

considerat ion  for   the  delet ion  of  a l l  t r a c t s   o f f e r e d  i n  sale--in the  proposed 

o i l  and gas l ea se   s a l e  60.  Specifically,  I am requesting  deletion o f  these 

t r a c t s :  484, 527, 615,  659,  703,  661,  662,  663, 748, 705,  706,  707,  751, 
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795,  793,  836,  880,  837,  838,  923, 924 ,  881,  882,  968, 925,  1011,  1012, 1055, 

1 , 0 5 6 ,  42,44,  88,  131, a n d  132. I think you wi l l   f ive  34 there .  These 

s p e c i f i c   t r a c t s   l i e   w i t h i n   t h e  bounds of  our  present  crab  production. Buoys 

in  these  areas--1  don't know i f  you r e a l i z e   t h i s   a l l  of  you--buoys  in t h i s  

area go down and  will  remain  under the   su r f ace   f i ve  days a t  a time, u p  t o  

10 days per month, depending on the   t ide   cyc le .  Nowhere in  the world  have o i l  

companies worked with  concentration  of  the  crab  gear t h a t  ex is t s   here .  I t  i s  

safe   to   say t h a t  there   are  5,000 pots  f i sh ing   wi th in   the   spec i f ic   t rac t s  

mentioned.  Exploration a n d  production  phases  proposed  here  will p u t  us out 

o f  business .   That ' s   jus t   explorat ion and product ion;   that ' s   not  even with 

consideration  of an o i l   s p i l l   a f f e c t i n g   l a r v a e ,   e t   c e t e r a .  I am only  speaking 

of the  crabbing  industry. Salmon, herr ing,   shr imp  f isher ies  would, o f  course 

be negatively  affected.  Seward f i s h e r i e s  gave us these   f igures   for  Kamashak 

king and tanner   crab  direct  economic bene f i t s   t o  Homer.  They could be safe ly  

tr ipled  with Whitney F i d a l g o  and  Wakefield  Fishery  figured  in. They f igure  

annually  purchases  of  $1,200,000. They f igure   the i r   l abor   cos ts  a t  $350,000 - 
$400,000. They  pay city  water $10,000. They  pay HEA $20,000. Fuel,  they 

figure a t  $5,000. Employee insurance a t  $20,000. Miscellaneous  local 

purchases,  they  estimate a t  $20,000. Urn, 1 ' 1 1  s top   there .  Thank you very 

much. 

MRS. WUNNICKE:  Do you have a l i s t  o f   those   t rac t s?  

MS. HAMMOND: Yes, I d o .  Would you 1 i ke me to-- 

MRS.  WUNNICKE:  Would you give them to  the  Recorder,   please? 

MS. HAMMOND: Sure. 

MRS.  WUNNICKE:  Any questions  of Ms. Hammond?  (No response) Okay. 

-1 33- 

the workshop 
.oat r q a u n l .  

Oil- F4.U bMi.l. Y k O  nn 
CL bm 16adk.laC. -7 

376-2449 



1 

t 

- 
I 

E 

9 

1 c  

11 

1 2  

1 3  

14 

1 5  

16 

1 7  

18 

19 

2 0  

21 

2 2  

2 3  

2 4  

2 5  

'-- 

Thank  you.  Ei leen  Morrou?  Andre  Marrou?  Gregory  Kagon? Jane F l e v i t t ?  

Lynn  Bennett?  Craig  Mathews?  Anabel  M. Lunda o r   Asa iah   Ba tes?   A re   you  

Mr. Bates? Thank you .  How d o   y o u   s p e l l   y o u r   f i r s t  name, M r .  Ba tes?  

MR. ASAIAH BATES: A - - S - - A - - I - - A - - H .  

M R S .  WUNNICKE: And  how do  you  p ronounce  tha t?  

MR. BATES: The same a s   " I s i a h "   o n l y   w i t h  an A .  I d o n ' t   h a v e   v e r y  

much t o  say i n   r e g a r d   t o   t e s t i m o n y   o t h e r   t h a n  I will b e g i n   w i t h  my b a s e l i n e .  

I am n o t   i n   f a v o r   o f   t n e s e   o i l   l e a s e s   o u t   h e r e  a t  t h i s   t i m e .   T h e   r e a s o n  why 

I w a s  l a t e   t o n i g h t ,  I was a t  a adv i so ry   schoo l   boa rd   mee t ing   and   mak ing   an  

e f f o r t   t o   g e t  a d r u g   p r o g r a m   g o i n g   f o r   o u r   s c h o o l   h e r e .   D u r i n g   t h e   A l a s k a  

P i p e l i n e   w o r k   p r o g r a m ,   t h e   a b u s e   a n d   u s e   o f   d r u g s   a n d   a l c h o h o l   e s c a l a t e d   i n  

t h e   S t a t e   o f   A l a s k a   a b o u t  26 p e r c e n t .  So, I am on t h e   G o v e r n o r ' s   A d v i s o r y  

B o a r d   o n   d r u g   a b u s e   a n d   a l c o h o l i s m   a n d   o n e   o f  my m a j o r   i n t e r e s t   i s   t h e   i m p a c t  

o f   d r u g s   a n d   a l c o h o l   h e r e   i n  boom s e s s i o n ,   s p e c i f i c a l l y   o i l .  The  coke 

s n i f f i n g  became v e r y  much p r e d o m i n e n t   d u r i n g   t h e   p i p e l i n e   w o r k   b e c a u s e  i t  t a k e  

b i g  money t o   d e a l   w i t h   c o k e   a n d   a l c o h o l  and i n  terms o f   t h e   N a t i v e   v i l l a g e s  

a v e r y   h i g h   p e r c e n t   o f   t h e   N a t i v e   v i l l a g e s   a r e   i n v o l v e d   i n - - s p e c i f i c a l l y  

a l coho l .   Over  i n  B e t h e l ,   d u r i n g   t h i s   e l e c t i o n ,   v o t e d   t o   k e e p   B e t h e l   d r y ;  

however ,   t he   boo t legg ing  goes  on i n   b r i n g i n g   i n  booze fo r   consumpt ion   and  

a l c o h o l   a n d   d r u g s   o n   t h e   a b u s e   l e v e l   i s  a t e r r i b l e   t h i n g .   H e r e   o n   t h e   K e n a i  

Pen insu la ,  we do n o t  as y e t   h a v e  a d e t o x   c e n t e r .  We a r e   w o r k i n g   t o w a r d   t h a t  

a c c o m p l i s h m e n t   a n d   t h r e e   y e a r s   a g o   t h e   d r u g   a n d   a l c o h o l   a l l o c a t i o n  was 

$2,500,000 i n  t h a t   a r e a .   T h i s   y e a r  i t  was $15,000,000 a l l o c a t i o n   t o   t a k e   c a r e  

o f   t h e   d r u g   a n d   a l c o h o l   p r o b l e m   w i t h i n   t h e   s t a t e   o f   A l a s k a .  I n  t h e   t e r m s   o f  

t h e  Kachemak Bay, t h e   S t a t e   b o u g h t   t h e   l e a s e s   b a c k   a f t e r   t h e y   w e r e   g i v e n  

9 
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here  in  the  lower--and  this  lower Cook I n l e t  was declared a c r i t i c a l   h a b i t a t  

area. I am sure   there   a re  many f a c t s  and  f igures  t h a t  have been given t o  you 

tonight t o  ver i fy  t o  ver i fy   the  tremendous  importance  of  the  fishing  industry 

here   in   this  Bay. 

I ' v e  been in Homer since  1959,  seen i t  grow very  gradually,  and  in 

good order .  I would l i k e  t o  see Homer continue t o  grow in t h a t  d i r ec t ion .  

Many of the  people t h a t  you h a v e  heard  tes t i fy   here   tonight ,  may be thseir f i r s  

time  in  giving  testimony  in  regard t o  the o i l   l e a s e s ,  b u t  a number o f  years 

a g o ,  I believe i t  was nine or ten  years  ago, we h a d  another  big  oil   discussion 

in  the Chamber of Commerce over  in  the Water Front  Restaurant  here. I t  appear 

t h a t  somewhere along the way t h a t  BLM gets the idea   tha t   th i s  Bay out   here   is  

for   f i sh ing  a n d  n o t  f o r   o i l .  I mean, i t  appears t h a t  a f t e r  10 years of hearin 

testimony from people t h a t  are understanding and  know the contents   of   this  

Bay o u t  here t h a t  the o i l  companies and  you fo lks  would get   the   picture  and  

s t o p  hassling Homer and  l e t  us grow order ly  and continue  with  our  f ishing a n d  

touris t   industry  here ,  and we w o n ' t  bother  you. T h a n k  you very much a n d  we 

f o r  sure love you people  for coming and hearing what we have to   say.  T h a n k  

you very much. (Audience  applauds). 

MRS. WUNNICKE: Laura Bar ton?  

MS. LAURA BARTON: Ladies and  gentlemen. My name i s  Laura B a r t o n .  I 

came here  as a homesteader's d a u g h t e r  i n  1945 and  t h i s  has been my home most 

of the  years   s ince  then.  I oppose o i l  and gas l ea se  sale 60. According t o  

the Draft  Environmental  Impact  Statement,  there i s  a 98  percent  chance o f  a t  

l e a s t  one major o i l   sp i l l   du r ing  the projected  26-year   l i fe   of   the   f ie lds .  

I t  has been stated tha t   f i sh ing   i s   cu r ren t ly  the major  industry  in  our  area. 
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It makes no  sense t o  me t o   j e o p a r d i z e   t h i s   v a l u a b l e   r e n e w a b l e   r e s o u r c e  fu r  a 

s h o r t - t e r m   g a i n   f r o m  a n o n - r e n e w a b l e   r e s o u r c e .   I n   a n s w e r   t o   t h o s e  who a r e  

concerned  about o i l  and  gas  shor tages,  I b e l i e v e   t h a t   d r i l l i n g   f o r   f o s s i l   f u e l  

should  be  done on  l a n d ,   w h e r e   c l e a n - u p   s p i l l s   i s  much l e s s   c o m p l i c a t e d   t h a n  

i t  i s  on   wa te r .   A l so ,  many o f   ou r   underwa te r   a reas   can   be   reached   f rom  l and  

b y   o f f - s e t   d r i l l i n g .  

My o p p o s i t i o n   i s   n o t   t o   a l l   d r i l l i n g ;  i t  i s   o n l y   t o  0 d r i l l i n g   t h a t  i s  

proposed t o   b e   d o n e   u n d e r   w a t e r ,   e s p e c i a l l y   s i n c e   t h i s   p a r t i c u l a r   w a t e r   i s  

n o t e d   f o r   g r e a t   t i d a l   a c t i o n   a n d   v i o l e n t   s t o r m s   a n d   c o n t a i n s  a v a l u a b l e  

f i s h e r i e s   r e s o u r c e .   T h a n k   y o u .  

MRS. WUNNICKE: Thank  you, Ms. Ba r ton .   (Aud ience   app lauds ) .  

Have Roseleen  Moore o r   G a r y  Worby come i n ?  E r i c   R i n g e r ?   J o h n   C h i l d ?  

Is t h e r e   a n y o n e   h e r e   p r e s e n t  who w i s h e s   t o   t e s t i f y  who h a s   n o t   s i g n e d   u p ?  

Would  you come f o r w a r d   a n d   s t a t e   y o u r  name, p l e a s e ?  

MR. PAUL FOLLEY: Yeah, my name i s  Pau l   Fo l l ey   and  I h a v e   f i s h e d - -  

MRS. WUNNICKE: Will y o u   s p e l l   y o u r   l a s t  name f o r  me, p l e a s e ?  

MR. FOLLEY: F--0- -L- -L- -E--Y.  I h a v e   f i s h e d   k i n g   c r a b   a n d   b e e n  a 

f i s h e r m a n   f o r   t h e   l a s t   s i x   y e a r s .  The o i l  company--1 d o n ' t  know  why everybody 

has f o r g o t t e n   t h e   F e r r i c k s ,  i t  was j u s t   h e r e  a c o u p l e   o f   y e a r s   a g o .  I f  t h a t ' s  

w h a t   t h e   o i l   c o m p a n i e s  will do, i t ' s  e m b a r r a s s i n g   b e c a u s e   t h e y   c o u l d n ' t   e v e n  

g e t  i t  o u t   o f  Kachemak Bay w i t h o u t   c r e a t i n g  an o i l   s l i c k   f r o m   o i l   t h a t   t h e y  

h a d   o n   b o a r d .   T h e y   w e r e n ' t   e v e n   d r i l l i n g .   T h e y   h a d   b l a s t e d  it o u t   o f   t h e  

Bay  because  they  sunk i t  i n  mud, a n d   t h e y   c o u l d n ' t   p u l l   u p   t h e i r   l e g s .   T h a t ' s  

one t h i n g   t h e y ' v e  done. You know, I'm n o t   i m p r e s s e d   w i t h   t h a t ,   a n d  I am 

i m p r e s s e d   w i t h   w h a t   M o t h e r   N a t u r e   c a n   d o   b e c a u s e   I ' v e   f i s h e d  down a t  Cape 
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Douglas a n d  Shel ikof   S t ra i t   in  the wintertime, a n d  a l o t  o f  these  guys, you 

t a l k  t o  them, and two days  of f i sh ing  a week i s  a l l  they can get   in .  So ,  I 

don ' t   see  how support  boats  or any other  boats can a c t u a l l y  even get t o  a n  

o i l   r ig   to   supply   the ,  and I would l i k e  t o  have taken  anyone o f  you o u t  there  

today, a n d  you would have made u p  your own mind r i g h t  then and  t h e r e ,   i f  we 

would have even  gotten  near  the  area. So ,  there  was a local  impact  because 

then  they  blasted o u t  the legs ,   they   k i l led   o f?- there  was a l o t  of  local  otter '  

and  s e a l s  t h a t  swam around the   a r ea ,  a n d  they were no longer  here.  There  is 

a second th ing- - there   i s   a l so  a volcano which hadn ' t   rea l ly  been mentioned t o o  

much, which i s  a n  active  volcano.  I 've  seen i t  erupt  several   t imes.   There  is  

a l s o  earthquakes and t h a t  c rea tes  a real   potential   danger.  Then t h e r e   i s  a 

gear  loss due t o  the t r a f f i c ,  a n d  some people have spoke  for i t  and  said t h a t  

the   tanker   lane can be used. Well, the  tanker lane has been around fo r  

probably  four  or  five  years and they  haven't  used i t   y e t .  I t  i s   j u s t  impossib 

so there   wi l l  be economic problems for   the  f ishermen  to  do t h a t .  As fa r   as  

the  economic build-up  in  the  local community, I don ' t   see   that--1  wouldn ' t   h i r  

a n  o i l  man t o  run my f i sh ing   boa t ,  and I don ' t   s ee  why he would h i r e  me t o  

go o u t  and  r u n  h i s   o i l   r i g .  Of course,  he i s  n o t  going to   h i r e   l oca l s  becaus 

no one in   the  area,   in  the town, i s  a n  o i l  man, and  I f ee l  bad i f  they  did 

hire  locals  because  then  they wou ld  be endanger ing   the   o i l   r ig ,   jus t  t o  h i r e  

somebody a n d  say  they  did. I don ' t   r ea l ly  see t h a t  t h a t  i s  going t o  help us. 

There was a few people here t h a t  spoke out   in   favor   of   oi l ,  and i f  you will  

notice,  they  only  stayed a very  short   whi le ,   sa id   their   p iece a n d  l e f t .  

They don ' t   c a re  w h a t  the   res t   o f  Homer thinks.  S o ,  I am aga ins t   o i l  developme 

in  the Cook I n l e t  area because I think i t   i s  too  dangerous  both  to me 
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e c o n o m i c a l i y  as a f i s n e r m a n   a n d   t o   t h e   n a t u r a l   r e s o u r c e s   t h a t   a r e   a v a i l a b l e  

a t   t h i s   t i m e .  Thank  you  very   much.   (Audience  applauds) .  

MRS. WUNNICKE:  I S  t h e r e   a n y o n e  e lse?  Yes, wou ld   you  come f o r w a r d  

and  g ive  us y o u r  name? 

MS. LESLIE HAFEMEISTER: My name i s   L e s l i e   H a f e m e i s t e r .  

MRS. WUNNICKE: W o u l d   y o u   s p e l l   y o u r   l a s t  name, p l e a s e ?  

MS. HAFEMEISTER: H--A--F--E--M--E--I--S--T--E--R. Many o f  my 
9 

o p i n i o n s   h a v e   p r e v i o u s l y   b e e n   s t a t e d   t o n i g h t   b y   s e v e r a l   o t h e r   p e o p l e s  and 

f a c t s   h a v e   b e e n   s t a t e d   t o   b a c k   t h e m  up. I w i s h   t o  go   on   t he   reco rd  as a 

r e s i d e n t   o f  Homer a g a i n s t   t h e   o i l   s p i l l ,   a n d  I p e r s o n a l l y   f e e l   o u r   e n e r g i e s  

as a town,  as' a c o u n t r y ,   s h o u l d   b e   c h a n n e l l e d   m o r e   t o w a r d s   a l t e r n a t i v e   e n e r g i c  

a n d   f i n d i n g   a l t e r n a t i v e  means o f   p r o d u c i n g  ways o f  energy.  Ah, t h e   s a f e t y  

r e c o r d   o f   d r i l l i n g  has   been  s ta ted   here   as  a sa fe   one.  I d o n ' t   t h i n k   t h a t  

any   records   wou ld  show even i f  t h e y   a r e   s a f e   o r   u n s a f e .  Ah, i t  w o u l d n ' t  make 

any d i f f e r e n c e .  I f e e l   t h a t   m o s t   o f   t h e   o p i n i o n s   h e r e   s a i d   b y   t h e   p e o p l e   o f  

Homer a r e   a g a i n s t   t h e   s a l e   o r   a g a i n s t   d r i l l i n g ,   a n d   t h a t ' s   w h a t   t h e   p e o p l e  

want. I f i s h   c o m m e r c i a l l y   a n d   f o r   s u b s i s t e n c e ,  and I f e e l  my l i f e - s t y l e   i s  

i n  danger.  It i s  a t o w n   t h a t   i s   s u p p o r t e d   b y   f i s h i n g   a n d   t o u r i s m   a n d  I f e e l  

t h a t   d r i l l i n g   w o u l d   s e v e r e l y   j e o p a r d i z e ,  i f  n o t   d e s t r o y   t h i s   l i f e - s t y l e   t h a t  

we have  here .  

The  people o f  Homer t h a t   h a v e   s p o k e   h e r e   b e f o r e   h a v e   n e i t h e r   t h e  power 

t h e  money, o r   t h e  numbers a g a i n s t   t h e   o i l   c o m p a n i e s ,   a n d   w h a t  we c a n   h o p e   f o r  

i s   t h a t   y o u  will l i s t e n   t o  us and t r u l y  l i s t e n   t o   w h a t  we have t o   s a y .  We 

b e l i e v e   t h a t   w h a t  we f e e l   i s   b e s t   f o r   t h e   l i f e - s t y l e   o f   t h e   p e o p l e  i n  Homer. 

Thank  you.   (Audience  applauds) .  
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MRS. WUNNICKE:  Because there   a re  two or  three  people who have n o t  

been a b l e   t o   t e s t i f y  and who did  sign u p  t o  t e s t i f y ,  we will  have two members 

of our  s t a f f ,  Mr. Tremont a n d  Mr. Heesch, who wi l l  be here a t  8:30 tomorrow 

morning, from 8 : 3 0  t o  9:30,  with a tape  recorder  to  take  testimony from those 

people or anyone e l s e  who comes a t  t h a t  time. We ce r t a in ly  do  appreciate  your 

patience and  I w o u l d  l i k e  t o  remind you again t h a t  i f  you are   f i l ing   copies  

of  your  remarks  or i f  you wish t o  submit the extensions of your  remarks a n d  

additional  testimony  in  writ ing,  you have until  October 31 t o  do so by e i t h e r  

del iver ing  those  wri t ten comments t o  the BLM/OCS o f f i c e   i n  Anchorage a t  

620 East  10th Avenue, or  by mailing them, c/o  of the Manager, BLM/OCS Off ice ,  

Anchorage, P .  0 .  Box 1159,  zip code 99510. I would l i k e   t o  ask the other  

members of  the panel i f   t hey  have any o ther  comments before we adjourn. 

MR. FOLLEY: Can I ask one question  of you and  the panel? What 

1 

difference does our  testimony make? 

MRS. WUNNICKE: I t  makes a l o t  of   d i f ference  in  t h a t  i t  helps us t o  

per fec t  w h a t  i s  a Draft  Environmental  Impact  Statement  under  the  National 

Environmental Protection  Act. The ult imate  decisions  of whether t o   l ea se   o r  

w h a t  t r a c t s  t o  include  or w h a t  s t i p u l a t i o n s   t o  p u t  on these   l ea ses ,   i f   t hey  

are   issued,  belongs t o  the  Secretary o f  t h e   I n t e r i o r .  People have t h i s  

Environmental  Impact  Statement  as a p a r t  of   h is   decis ion as well as a 

Secre ta r ia l - i ssue  document, which takes  into  account  other  factors  besides 

environmental  concerns. Yes, i t  makes a b ig   d i f fe rence .  

MR. PAGE: I might a d d  t o  t h a t  t h a t  I have been a panel member  on 

several  hearings on d i f f e r e n t   s a l e s .  I work i n  Washington. I have a n  opportl; 

t o  have direct   conversat ion  with  pol icy  off ic ia ls   in   the  Inter ior   Department ,  
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a s s i s t a n t   s e c r e t a r i e s ,   a n d  maybe e v e n   t h e   S e c r e t a r y .  I t h i n k   t h a t   b e i n g   h e r e  

a n d   h e a r i n g   t e s t i m o n y   a n d   g e t t i n g   t h e   f e e l   o f  it, t h a t   y o u   d i s c o v e r   f e e l i n g s ,  

i n f o r m a t i o n ,   t h a t  maybe w o u l d n ' t   h a v e   o t h e r w i s e  come o u t   i n   t h e   E n v i r o n m e n t a l  

Impact   Statement .  The reason I ' m  h e r e   i s   b e c a u s e  I b e l i e v e  i t  makes a 

d i f f e r e n c e .  It does make a d i f f e r e n c e ,   y e s  

MRS. WUNNICKE: Any o t h e r  member o f   t h e   p a n e l   h a v e  a comment? 

(No response) .  Yes, s i r .  

UNIDENTIFIED PERSON: I w o u l d   l i k e   t o  know i f  i t  w o u l d   b e   p o s s i b l e   f o r  

us t o   o b t a i n   f o r   t h e   t o w n   l i b r a r y   t r a n s c r i p t s ?  

MRS. WUNNICKE: I ' m  g o i n g   t o   h a v e   t o   d e f e r   t o   J u d y   o n   t h a t .  Ah, you  

can make a r r a n g e m e n t s   w i t h   t h e   R e p o r t   t o   o b t a i n  a t r a n s c r i p t .  

UNIDENTIFIED PERSON: Would t h a t   b e  a t a p e   r e c o r d i n g ?  

MRS. WUNNICKE: No, i t  wou ld   be  a t y p e d   t r a n s c r i p t .  She i s  a p r o f e s s i  

R e p o r t e r   a n d   w o u l d   b e   s e l l i n g   c o p i e s .  I f  you  have many o t h e r   q u e s t i o n s ,  I W O l  

l i k e   t o   a d j o u r n   t h e   h e a r i n g   a s   s u c h   a n d   t h e n  we wou ld  be happy t o  meet w i t h  yc 

and  answer   any   ques t ions   tha t   you   migh t   have.  

MR. CALL: I t h i n k  we w o u l d   a l l   t h a n k   y o u   v e r y  much f o r   s h o w i n g   u p   a t  

t h i s   h e a r i n g .  

MRS. WUNNICKE: Thank  you, M r .  C a l l .   ( A u d i e n c e   a p p l a u d s ) .  

T h i s   h e a r i n g   i s   a d j o u r n e d .  Oh, I ' m  s o r r y .   D i d  I o v e r l o o k  someone. 

UNIDENTIFIED PERSON: When m i g h t  a d e c i s i o n   b e  made? Do you  have  any 

i d e a ?  

MRS. WUNNICKE: T h i s   i s   j u s t  a D r a f t  Env i ronmenta l   Impact   S ta tement  

h e a r i n g   o n   t h e   D r a f t ,  so t h e   f i n a l   E n v i r o n m e n t a l   I m p a c t   S t a t e m e n t   i s   s c h e d u l e 1  

t o  b e   p u b l i s h e d   i n   F e b r u a r y ,   1 9 8 1 .  Ah, t h e   d e c i s i o n  will o n   t h e   n o t i c e   o f   s a  
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t h a t   i s   t h e   d e c i s i o n  o f  t h e   S e c r e t a r y   o f   I n t e r i o r ,  will be  August ,  1981. 

Please   unders tand ,   t oo ,   t ha t  we a re   a lways - -we   a lways   we lcome  you r   l e t te rs   an  

comments and y o u r   v i s i t s   t o   t h e   A n c h o r a g e   o f f i c e .   T h i s   i s   n o t   t h e ,   y o u  know, 

t n e   o n l y   t i m e   t h a t   y o u   m i g h t   h a v e   a n   o p p o r t u n i t y   t o  make you r   conce rns  known 

and t o   c o r r e c t   s o m e t h i n g   t h a t   y o u   f o u n d  as  an e r r o r .   A g a i n ,   t h a n k   y o u   v e r y  

much and t h i s   h e a r i n g  will reconvene i n  K o d i a k ,   t o m o r r o w   a f t e r n o o n   i n   t h e  

Borough  Assembly Chambers a t  1 p.m. Thank you  very   much.  

(HEARING ADJOURNED AT 9:40 P . M . )  

7 
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CONTINUATION O F  THE PUBLIC MEETING 

O N  

DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT ON PROPOSED OCS 

LEASE SALE 60 (LOWER COOK INLET/SHELIKOF  STRAIT) 

The above-cited  hearing i s  a continuation of the hearing  held on 

October 1 4 ,  1980, i n  t he  Homer Elks Hall ,  Homer, Alaska. 

The hearing was conducted by Mr. John Tremont, Alaska OCS Office,  

Anchorage,  Alaska. 
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MR. JOHN TREMONT: We will open t h i s   p u b l i c   h e a r i n g  on t h e   d r a f t   l e a s e  

Sa le  60. Our f i r s t   o r d e r   o f   b u s i n e s s   i s   t o   c a l l   t h o s e   p e o p l e  who a r e  

s c h e d u l e d   t o   t e s t i f y   t h i s   m o r n i n g  who d i d   n o t   t e s t i f y   y e s t e r d a y   e v e n i n g .  

Ah, Janet  O'Meara?  Rosaleen  Moore? 

1 % .  ROSALEEN MOORE: I ' m  Rosaleen  Moore. I ' m  commonly  known i n  t h e  

area  as  "Snooks"  and I am r e p r e s e n t i n g   t h e   N o r t h   P a c i f i c   F i s h e r i e s   A s s o c i a t i o  

The N o r t h   P a c i f i c   F i s h e r i e s   A s s o c i a t i o n   w a n t s   t o  go on r e c o r d   o p p o s i n g  
9 

t h e   l e a s e   s a l e   w i t h   r e f e r r i n g   t o   t h e   f a c t s   i n   t h e   D r a f t   E n v i r o n m e n t a l   I m p a c t  

Statement .  When you  have a 90 p e r c e n t   c h a n c e   o f  a m a j o r   o i l   s p i l l ,   y o u  will 

d e v a s t a t e   t h e   o i l ,  I mean, t h e   f i s h i n g   i n d u s t r y   i n   t h i s   a r e a .  I f  y o u   d o n ' t  

do i t  by an o i l   s p i l l ,   y o u  will do i t  b y   t h e   s u r f a c e   t r a f f i c   a l o n e .  The 

s u p p l y   b o a t s ,   t h e   s e i s m o g r a p h i c   v e s s e l s  will a n n i h i l a t e  t h e  p o t   f i s h e r y .  

A h ,  we h a v e   r e q u e s t e d   y e a r s   a g o   f o r  a c o r r i d o r  o f  one way i n - a n - o u t   c o r r i d o r  

o n   t h e   n , > r t h   s i d e   o f   t h e   B a y .  A t  t h i s   d a t e ,  we s t i l l  do n o t   h a v e   t h i s   a n d  

w i t h   t h e   i n c r e a s e d   t r a f f i c   a n d   t h e   i n c r e a s e d   t a n k e r   t r a f f i c ,   t h i s   i s   n e e d e d .  

I f  t h e   o i l   l e a s e s   a r e   t o  go through  and become a p r o d u c t i v e   f i e l d ,  we do 

n o t   h a v e  a c o r r i d o r .  You will e i t h e r   h a v e   l o s t ' a   l i f e   a n d   y o u   d e f i n i t e l y  wil 

b e   h a v i n g   l o s s   o f   a n   e n t i r e   i n d u s t r y   h e r e .  I h o p e   t h a t  we t h i s   y e a r   c a n   s e t  

up a c o n t i n g e n c y   f u n d   t h a t   i s   m o r e   t h a n  $100,000 w i t h   t h i s   S t a t e .   T h a t ' s  

a j o k e .  Ah, one  man's  crab  gear will be i n  t h e   r a n g e  o f  $100,000  anymore. 

A $5 m i l l i o n   c a t c h   c o n t i n g e n c y   f u n d   a n d  a g r i e v e n c e   c o m m i t t e e   s e t   u p   w i t h   t h e  

b o s s e s ,   t h e   b i g   o i l   c o m p a n i e s ,   t h e   l o c a l   f i s h e r i e s   a s s o c i a t i o n s ,   t h a t   c a n  

h a n d l e   t h e   c o m p l a i n t s   t h a t   a r e   h a p p e n i n g   i s   w h a t   i s   n e e d e d   b a d l y .  I ' m  n o t  

g o i n g   t o  go i n t o   d e p t h  on t h e   S t a t e m e n t .  I t h i n k   t h e   S t a t e m e n t   s a y s ,  "It 

i s   g o i n g   a n n i h i l a t e   t h i s   a r e a . ' '  I t h i n k   t h a t  i s  enough. I f  anybody  reads i t  
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they  will take  note.   Tnank  you.  

MR. TREMONT: Gary E. Worby? All r i g h t .   T h a t  has  exhausted t h e  

list o f   t h e   p e o p l e  who w e r e   s c h e d u l e d   t o   t e s t i f y .   I s   t h e r e   a n y o n e   e l s e  who 

wishes t o   t e s t i f y ?  

MR. ERIC   R INGER:  My name i s   E r i c   R i n g e r .  E - - R - - I - - C  R - - I - - N - - G - - E - -  

I am a f i s h e r m a n   a n d   h a v e   b e e n   f i s h i n g   i n  Homer f o r   t h e  l a s t  f i v e   y e a r s .  I 

have  spent a l o t   o f   t i m e   f i s h i n g   i n   t h e   l o w e r  Cook I n l e t  and S h e l i k o f  S t r a i t ,  

u s u a l l y   a b o u t   e i g h t   m o n t h s   o f   t h e   y e a r .  The w e a t h e r   c o n d i t i o n s   a r e   h o r r i b l e  

m s t  o f   t h e   t i m e ;  an average  day i s  25  t o  30 k n o t   w i n d s   a n d   e i g h t   t o   t e n  

foo t   seas .  A bad  day i s   b l o w i n g   f r o m   1 5   k n o t s   t o  100 k n o t s ,   w i t h   1 5   t o  35 

f o o t   s e a s .   I n   t h e   w i n t e r   u p   u n t i l   t h e  end o f   A p r i l ,   t h e r e   a r e   u s u a l l y  modera 

t o   v e r y   h e a v y   i c y   c o n d i t i o n s ,   a l o n g   w i t h   v e r y   l a r g e   t i d e s ,   o f t e n   u p   t o  7 k n o t  

neve r   l ess   t han  2 t o  3 k n o t s .  I ' m  t e l l i n g   y o u   t o   g i v e   y o u  an i d e a   o f   t h e  

c o n d i t i o n s   i n   w h i c h   a n   o i l   s p i l l  will have t o  be c leaned  u p .  There seems lit 

r e a s o n   t o   b e l i e v e   t h a t   t h e r e   w o n ' t   b e  a t  l e a s t  one o i l   s p i l l .  The  Environmen 

I m p a c t   S t a t e m e n t   a l m o s t   g u a r a n t e e s   o n e   s p i l l   a n d   m o s t   l i k e l y ,   f o u r   o r m o r e .  

The f a c t  i s  t h a t   t h e   o i l   c o m p a n i e s  do n o t   h a v e   t h e   a b i l i t y   t o   c l e a n  up o i l  

s p i l l s   i n   a d v e r s e   c o n d i t i o n s .  When the   G lac ie r   Queen   sunk   i n   Se ldov ia   Bay ,  

t h e   s p i l l   c o u l d n ' t  b e   c o n t a i n e d   a n d   t h a t ' s  i n  a c a l m ,   s h e l t e r e d   b a y   w i t h   t i d e  

t h a t   a r e n ' t   n e a r  as  s t r o n g  as i n  Cook I n l e t / S h e l i k o f .   A l s o ,   S e l d o v i a  i s  

c l o s e   t o   s u p p l y  a n d   e q u i p m e n t   c e n t e r s   a n d   t h e   c l e a n u p   e f f o r t   d t i l l   d i d n ' t  wor 

What about   the   Lee Wang Z i n g   t h a t  sank e a r l i e r   t h i s   y e a r .   T h a t   s p i l l  was 

c l e a n e d   u p   b y   l e t t i n g   t h e   o i l  wash t o   s h o r e  a n d   t h e n   b u r n i n g   t h e   d r i f t w o o d  ar 

s h o v e l l i n g   t h e   o i l  up b y   h a n d   a f t e r   t h e  damage was done.   Obv ious ly ,   the  

a b i l i t y   t o   c l e a n   u p   o i l   s p i l l s  i n  t h e  open  ocean  environments i s   i n a d e q u a t e ,  

-144- 

the workshop 

e 

I1 



1 

t 

- 
I 

E 

9 

1 c  

11 

12 

1 3  

1 4  

1 5  

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

2 2  

2 3  

2 4  

25 

i~ 

'- 

b o r d e r i n g   o n   n o n - e x i s t e n t .  When the   Amacoca-d id   b roke   up   o f f   the   coas t  o f  

F r a n c e   a n d   c o v e r e d   t h e   b e a c h e s   w i t h   o i l ,  it was a d i s a s t e r ,   b u t   t h e   w o r s t  

damage  was done  under  water.   The o i l  s u n k   a n d   c o n t i n u e d   t o   l e a k   o u t   w i t h  

t o x i c   c h e m i c a l s .  What u s e   t o   b e   a n   o c e a n   f l o o r   t e a m i n g   w i t h   l i f e  i s  now a 

v a s t   a r e a   o f   g r e y  mud w i t h   b l o b s  o f  o i l  a n d   v e r y   l i t t l e   p l a n t   o r   a n i m a l  

l i f e .  

I d o n ' t   w a n t   t h i s   t o   h a p p e n   h e r e .   B o t h  Homer and  Kodiak  depend  on  our 

o c e a n   r e s o u r c e s   f o r   o u r   l i v e l i h o o d .  Oil a n d   f i s h i n g   d o n ' t   m i x  no   ma t te r  how 

much money ARC0 spends t r y i n g   t o  make p e o p l e   b e l i e v e   t h e   o p p o s i t e .  

A n o t h e r   p r o b l e m   w e ' v e   h a d   w i t h   o i l   c o m p a n i e s   i s   t h e  loss o f   c r a b   h e r e  

due t o  o i l  r i g  t e n d e r s   r u n n i n g   o v e r   o u r   g e a r .  The o p e r a t o r s   o f   t h e s e   v e s s e l s  

seem t o   h a v e   l i t t l e   r e g a r d   f o r   c r a b   g e a r   a n d   w o u l d   r a t h e r   h i r e  a d i v e r   t o  

c u t   l i n e   o u t   o f   t h e i r  w h e e l   t h a n   t u r n   t h e   b o a t   t o   t u r n   t h e   g e a r .   L a s t   y e a r ,  

when t h e   o i l  companies  moved t h e  Oimond M D r a g o n   o u t   o f   l o w e r  Cook I n l e t .  

We w e r e   f i s h i n g   i n   t h e   a r e a .  We c a l l e d   t h e m   a n d   t o l d   t h e m   o u r   g e a r   l o c a t i o n  

w i t h   L o r a n   ( p h )   b e a r i n g s   a n d   r a d a r   b e a r i n g s .   T h e y   p r o m i s e d   t o   l e t  us know 

when t h e y   w o u l d  move i t  a n d   s a i d   t h e y   w o u l d   a v o i d   t h e   g e a r .  One day   t hey  

j u s t  moved w i t h o u t   l e t t i n g  us know  and  towed r i g h t   o v e r  some o f   t h e   g e a r .  

To i l l u s t r a t e   t h e   t o t a l   l a c k   o f   k n o w l e d g e   o f   t h e   o i l   c o m p a n i e s ,  a c o m p l a i n t  

was made a n   o f f i c i a l   t o l d  us t h a t   t h e y   s a y   t h e   b u o y s ,   r a n   o v e r   t h e m   a n d  

assumed t h a t   o u r   b o t t o m   g i l n e t s   w e r e   o k a y  when the   buoys  came up  aga in .  

U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,   t h o s e   w e r e   c r a b   p o t s   a n d   t h e   l i n e s   w e r e   n o   l o n g e r   a t t a c h e d  

because   they   had   been   cu t   o f f .  

T h i s   i s   t h e   p r o b l e m  when o i l   r i g s   a r e  moved, w i t h   s u p p l y   s h i p s   g o i n g  

t o  and fr m o i l   r i g s ,  and w i t h   t a n k e r s ,   w h i c h  I assume, would  be i n   h e r e  
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much more o f t e n  i f  o i l   i s   d e v e l o p e d .  It s h o u l d   b e   c l e a r   b y  now t h a t   t h e  

m a j o r i t y   o f   p e o p l e  i n  t h i s   a r e a   i s   s t r o n g l y   o p p o s e d   t o   o i l   d e v e l o p n e n t .  The 

members o f   t h e   c o m m u n i t y  who s u p p o r t   o i l   d e v e l o p m e n t   a r e   g r e e d y ,   s h o r t - s i g h t e d  

peopie who w a n t   t o  make a q u i c k   b u c k   i n   t h e i r   p o c k e t   o r  g e t  more p o l i c t i c a l  

power than  they   a l ready   have.   Most   peop le  i n  Homer d o n ' t   w a n t  a l a n d s l i d e   o f  

newcomers i n  t o w n   l o o k i n g   f o r   t h e i r   p r o v e r b i a l   b i g   o i l  money i n  A laska .  

Our  town i s   g r o w i n g   f a s t   e n o u g h '   t h i s   p r e s s u r e .  We d o n ' t   w a n t  it; we d o n ' t  

need i t . 

9 

T h e r e ' s  a f e e l i n g   t h a t   t h e s e   m e e t i n g s  do  no  good.  They  are j u s t  a 

f o r m a l i t y   t o  go t h r o u g h   b e f o r e   t h e   l e a s i n g   b e g i n s .  I t e s t i f i e d  as t h e  OCS 

meet ings i n  1976  here i n  Homer.  The m a j o r i t y   o f   p e o p l e   a t   t h a t   t i m e   o p p o s e d  

development ,   but  it was l e a s e d   r i g h t  on s c h e d u l e   r e g a r d l e s s   o f   w h a t  Homer 

thought .  

I w i s h   t h e   S e c r e t a r y   o f   I n t e r i o r   w o u l d  come u p   h e r e   a n d   l i s t e n   t o   t h i s  

h i m s e l f ,   b u t  I am s u r e   h e   i s   m o r e   c o m f o r t a b l e   t a l k i n g   t o   o i l  company l o b b y i s t :  

i n  W a s h i n g t o n   t h . a n   c o m i n g   u p   h e r e   l i s t e n i n g   t o   r e a l   p e o p l e   w i t h   r e a l   p r o b l e m s  

i n v o l v e d   w i t h   o i l   d e v e l o p m e n t .  

I am a s k i n g   t h e  members o f   t h e   p a n e l   t o   d o   s o m e t h i n g   c o u r a g e o u s .  Go 

back t o  W a s h i n g t o n   a n d   a d v i s e ' t h a t   t h i s   l e a s e   s a l e   b e   d e l e t e d   a n d   t h i s   a r e a  bl 

c la imed as t o o   v a l u a b l e   a n d   t o o   r i s k y   f o r   o i l   d e v e l o p m e n t   e v e r   t o   o c c u r .  Do 

t h i s   f o r   t h e   p e o p l e   o f  Homer and  Kodiak s o  t h a t  we will b e   d e s p a i r e d   f r o m   t h e  

d e s t r u c t i v e   f o r c e s   o f  o i l  development .  It c o u l d   e v e n   r e s t o r e  some f a i t h   i n  

t h e   f e d e r a l   g o v e r n m e n t ' s   a b i l i t y   t o   r u l e   f o r   t h e   p e o p l e   i n s t e a d   o f   f o r   i t s  

own i n t e r e s t .  Thank  you. 

MR. TREMONT: You k i n d a   i m p l i e d   t h a t  i t  was o u t   o f   i g n o r a n c e ,   t h e  

- 1  Ah. 
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f i s h i n g   g e a r - - t h e y   d i d n ' t   k n o w - -  

MR. R I N G E R :  We l l ,   i gno rance   and  a c o m b i n a t i o n   t h a t  i t  was e a s i e r   f o r  

them t o   d r i v e  a s t r a i g h t   l i n e   t h a n   t o  go o u t  of  t h e i r  way t o   a v o i d   t h a t  

gear.  They, ah,  had  knowledge o f  where i t  was the   day   be fore   hand,   and  they  

n e v e r - - i f   t h e y   h a d   e v e n   t o l d  us t h a t   t h e y   w e r e   m o v i n g   t h e   r i g   t h a t   d a y ,  we 

probab ly   wou ld   have gone i n  a n d   l o a d e d   o u r   g e a r   u p   j u s t   t o   a v o i d   s u c h   a n  

i n c i d e n t .  0 

MR. TREMONT:  How l o n g   b e f o r e   d i d   y o u   n o t i f y   t h e m   o f   y o u r   l o c a t i o n ?  

MR. R INGER:  T h r e e   o r   f o u r   d a y s ,   a n d   t h e y   g a v e  us assu rances   t ha t  we 

wou ld   be   in fo rmed when t h e   r i g  was g o i n g   t o   b e  moved  and  they  would make 

e v e r y   e f f o r t   p o s s i b l e   t o   a v o i d   a n y   g e a r  i n  t h e   a r e a .  

MR. TREMONT:  Who was t h e  man t h a t   y o u   t a l k e d   t o ?  

MR. RINGER: I d o n ' t  know h i s  name. Snooks,  who i s   s i t t i n g   h e r e ,  

might .   Thank  you.  

MR.~McBRIDE: Good morn ing ,  Mr. Tremont. My name i s  Michael   McBride. 

I ' v e  been i n  Homer f o r  13   yea rs .  I l i v e  on t h e   o t h e r   s i d e   o f  Kachemak Bay 

f rom Homer.  There i s   t h e   d i s t a n c e   y o u   c a n  see t h e   a p p r o x i m a t e   l o c a t i o n .   I ' v  

l i v e d   t h e r e   w i t h  my f a m i l y   f o r   t h e   p a s t  10 y e a r s ,   d u r i n g   p a r t   o f   t i m e ,  we 

worked a s  c o m m e r c i a l   f i s h e r m e n ,   b u t   p r i m a r i l y   o u r   o c c u p a t i o n   d u r i n g   m o s t   o f  

t h a t  1 0   y e a r s   i s   t o  accommodate v i s i t o r s   t o   t h i s   a r e a   i n   t h e   f o r m   o f  a 

b u s i n e s s   s t r u c t u r e ,   w h i c h   i s   c a l l e d   t h e  Kachemak Bay  Wilderness  Lodge. We 

a l s o   o p e r a t e  a f l y - i n   m o u n t a i n  camp, and we o p e r a t e  a camp f o r  Brown  Bear 

pho tog raphers   nea r   McNe i l   R i ve r .  I'm a f r a i d   t h a t  I h a v e   t o   v o i c e   t h e  same 

f e a r   t h a t  many peop le  i n   t h e  Homer a r e a   h a v e   v o i c e d   r e l a t i v e   t o   t h e   v a l u e  o f  

t es t imony   such  as t h i s .  I p e r s o n a l l y   w o u l d   a d d r e s s   y o u   a n d   t h e   S e c r e t a r y   o f  
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t h e   I n t e r i o r   i n   t h e   f o l l o w i n g  way t h a t  when t h e   p e o p l e  i n  t h i s   c o u n t r y   f e e l  

t h e i r   v o i c e s   a r e   n o t   b e i n g   h e a r d ,  I t h i n k  we a r e   i n d e e d   l o o k i n g   a t  a v e r y  

d i f f i c u l t  a n d   b l e a k   t i m e  i n  t h i s   c o u n t r y .   W e ' v e  seen t h i s   k i n d   o f   t h i n g  

happen   he re   and   he re   aga in   t o  us as a community. I spoke a t   t h e   f i r s t   p u b l i c  

hea r ings  t h a t  t h e   S e c r e t a r y   o f   I n t e r i o r   h e l d  i n  Anchorage when t h e   A s s i s t a n t  

S e c r e t a r y ,   h i m s e l f ,  was p r e s e n t   f o r   o u r   t e s t i m o n y ,   a n d   a t   t h a t   t i m e   t h e r e  werc 

people  around t h e  S t a t e  who s p o k e   a g a i n s t   t h e   i d e a   o f   l e a s i n g   t h e   l e a s e s   t h a t  

a r e   n o   u n d e r   p r o d u c t i o n  i n  Cook I n l e t .  Many people  more  e loquent   and  more 

e r u d i t e   t h a n   m y s e l f   s p o k e   a b o u t  why t h e s e   l e a s e s   s h o u l d n ' t   b e   c a r r i e d   o u t ,  an( 

indeed,  we now see a more   subs tan t ia l   amount  of  o i l   i m p a c t  on the   Kena i  

Pen insu la  as a r e s u l t   o f   t h e   p r o g r e s s   o f   t h e   o i l   i n d u s t r y   t h e r e .  Um, I ' v e  

been t r y i n g   t o   l o o k   f o r  avenues t h a t  I m i g h t   e x p l o r e   i n   o r d e r   t h a t  I m i g h t  

b e   a b l e   t o   p r e s e n t   s o m e t h i n g  new t o   t h e   C o u n c i l .  Many o f   t h e   t h i n g s   t h a t  havc 

b e e n   s a i d   b y   p e o p l e   i n  Homer, I w o u l d   o n l y   b e   r e p e a t i n g   t o  go i n t o  them. I 

t h i n k   t h e  one t h i n g   t h a t  I c o u l d   s a y   b r i e f l y   t h a t   w o u l d   p e r h a p s   h a v e   t h e  

g r e a t e s t   i m p a c t  on t h e  members o f   y o u r   c o m m i s s i o n   a n d   c o u n c i l   h e r e   a r e   t h a t  

I w o u l d   t h a t   t h e y   a n d   t h e   S e c r e t a r y   n o t   p l a c e   u n d u e   e m p h a s i s  on t h e   o p i n i o n s  

o f   t h e   l o c a l  Chamber o f  Commerce o r   o u r  City C o u n c i l .   L o o k i n g   f i r s t   a t   t h e  

Chamber o f  Commerce, t h e  Chamber o f  Commerce's p o s i t i o n ,   n a m e l y   s u p p o r t  

o i l  development i n   t h i s   a r e a ,  was t h e   r e s u l t  o f  one i n d i v i d u a l   m e e t i n g  a t  

wh ich   t ime  a v o i c e   v o t e  was c a l l e d   f o r .  I d o n ' t   b e l i e v e   t h a t   t h e  Chamber o f  

Commerce t h e r e f o r e   a c t u a l l y   r e p r e s e n t s   t h e   p e o p l e   o f  Homer. We have a s l i g h t  

d i f f e r e n t   s i t u a t i o n   w i t h   t h e  City Counci l   where,  o f   c o u r s e ,   t h e y   a r e   o u r  

e l e c t e c   r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s   a n d   h a v e  some r i g h t   a n d   o b l i g a t i o n   t o   r e p r e s e n t   t h e  

peop le   o f   t he   a rea .   However ,  I t h i n k   t h a t  i f  y o u   w e r e   t o   p o l l   t h e   p e o p l e   o f  

9 
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t n i s  community  and  ask  them  whether  or   not   they f e l t   t n a t   t h e  members o f   t h e  

City C o u n c i l   h a d   t h e   r i g h t   t o  make d e c i s i o n s   o f  enormous  long- te rm  impact  on 

t h e i r   e n t i r e   l i v e s   h e r e  i n  t h e  Homer area ,  I d o n ' t   b e l i e v e ,   a n d  I t h i n k  i t  

w o u l d   s t a n d   t o   r e a s o n   w i t h   m o s t   o f   t h e  members o f   y o u r   c o m m i s s i o n ,   t h a t   p e o p l  

w o u l d   n o t  be r e a d y   t o   o f f e r   t h a t   r i g h t   t o   t h e  Homer Ci ty  C o u n c i l .  I would 

l i k e   f u t h e r   t o  make t h e   o b s e r v a t i o n   t h a t   t h e  members o f   t h e  Chamber o f  Commer 

and t h e  Ci ty  C o u n c i l   a r e   b y - i n - l a r g e   b u s i n e s s   p e o p l e ,   a n d   t h e i r   i n v o l v e m e n t  

w i t h  t h e  Chamber o f  Commerce a n d   w i t h   t h e  City C o u n c i l   i s   b a s e l y   b a s e d  on 

b u s i n e s s   m o t i v a t i o n .  I'm n o t   s a y i n g   t h a t  i n  a derogatory   manner ,  but  s i m p l y  

w h a t   a p p e a r s   t o   b e   a - . s p e c i f i c   f a c t .  Many o f   t h e   p e o p l e  who have  spoken  again 

o i l  d e v e l o p m e n t   d o n ' t   h a v e   t h e s e   s p e c i f i c   b u s i n e s s   i n t e r e s t s ,   b u t   a r e   d r a w n  

t o  Home n o t  because o f   b u s i n e s s   a t t r a c t i o n ,   b u t   b y   t h e   q u a l i t y   o f   l i f e .  Tha 

p a r t i c u l a r   p h r a s e   i s  one t h a t   y o u ' v e   h e a r d   o v e r  and o v e r   a g a i n  i n  these  

t e s t i m o n i e s .   I t ' s   t h e   t h i n g   t h a t  I would   focus  on m o s t   o f   a l l .  

1 

z 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11  

1 2  

1 3  

Now t o  go f r o m   t h i s   c o m p a r i s o n   o r   t h i s   i d e a   o f  how w e l l   r e p r e s e n t e d  we 

a r e   b y   t h e  Ci ty Counc i l   and   the  Chamber o f  Commerce, I w o u l d   l i k e   t o   s a y   t h a t  

I b e l i e v e   t h a t  I p e r s o n a l l y   r e p r e s e n t  a f a r   l a r g e r   b l o c k   o f   p e o p l e  i n  my 

p a r t i c u l a r   c a r e e r   f i e l d .  Urn, I accommodate p e r s o n a l l y   Y o m e t h i n g   i n   t h e  

v i c i n i t y   o f  250 - 300 v i s i t o r s   t o   t h i s   a r e a   f r o m   a r o u n d   t h e   w o r l d   a n d   a r o u n d  

t h e   S t a t e .  I t h i n k   t h a t  I i n  a c e r t a i n  way have a r i g h t   t o  speak f o r  them 

j u s t  as t h e  City C o u n c i l   a n d   t h e  Chamber o f  Commerce w o u l d   p u r p o r t   t o   s p e a k  
20 

2 1  

2 2  
11 f o r   t h e   p e o p l e   o f   t h i s   a r e a .  The v i s i t o r s   t h a t   a r e   d r a w n   t o   t h i s   a r e a   a r e ,  

2 3  II o f   c o u r s e ,   d r a w n   h e r e   b y   t h e   w i l d e r n e s s ,   t h e   u n i q u e n e s s   o f   t h e   e n v i r o n m e n t ,  

24 
11 t h e   l i f e - s t y l e ,   t h e   q u i t e   p a c e ,   t h e   b e a u t y   o f   o u r   m o u n t a i n s  and ou r   s t reams  i 

25 

- 
~ 1 1  o u r   r i v e r s   a n d   o u r   c o a s t a l   e n v i r o n m e n t .   B i g   c a p i t a l   l e t t e r s   f o r   " c o a s t a l  

-149- 

the workshop 
.cod Fsnin( .  

'clq p h u  bMa.1. "Ne rn 
CI bo. LB(Ld&.I..L. 9 9 6 8 7  

376-2449 



environment"  because t h a t  i s   r ea l ly   t ne  most focus o f  ac t iv i ty   here .  I f  we 

were t o  go back 10 o r  1 5  years ago a n d  t o  examine the   t ou r i s t  or t h e   v i s i t o r  

potent ia l   for   this   area,  you would'find t h a t  there  were very ,  very few 

v i s i t o r s  drawn t o  t h i s   a r e a .  T h a t  t rend of. course  is   rapidly  changing 

in   the  nat ionai   parks ,   s ta te  parks ,  throughout  the  country.  Wilderness  areas 

around the world are rnucn, much more in demand now than  they were 10 years  

ago. T h a t  progression o f  i n t e r e s t   i s  going t o  be along a rythmeticarather 

ari thmatic  progression. I n  just a few yea r s ,  we are going t o  see a doubling 

of  the  value of our  wilderness  areas. Now the  wilderness  coastal   areas 

adjacent t o  these  proposed  lease  tracts are r i g h t  now completely  undeveloped 

insofar  as any recrea t iona l   po ten t ia l   i s   concerned ,  a n d  I point o u t  t h a t  

Kachemak  Bay  was likewise  completely  undeveloped  in t h a t  way as l i t t l e   a s   f i v  

years ago or  ten years  ago. There was v i r t u a l l y  no t ou r i sm,   v i s i t o r   t r a f f i c  

here.  There i s   cur ren t ly   in   the   coas ta l  area adjacent  t o  the  leasing.  Zero 

v i s i to r   t r a f f i c ,   w i th   r a r e   excep t ions .  The  McNeil River Brown Bear Sanctuary 

happens t o  be one; the Katmai National Monument happens t o  be another ,  and  

other  wilderness  areas.  Marine and  bird  sanctuaries  border  the area under 

discussion now. 

I would l i k e   t o  p u t  fo r th  a serious  consideration  ofiwhat we a r e  

looking a t  i s  a n  extremely  valuable  resource a n d  one t h a t  i s  only  going t o  

increase,   as I say ,   in  a logrythmetic  progression and  i t  simply doesn ' t  make 

sense t o  me, n o t  only from a l l  the points  of view t h a t  you 've  heard  tes t i f ied 

a b o u t ,  b u t  from, l e t ' s   s a y ,  a simple  economic  standpoint. The State   tourism 

industry has researched  the rate a t  which tourism money, fo r  example,  has 

recycled th rough  our economy a n d  has found t h a t  a dol lar   spent  a t  the local 
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level by a visi tor  is   recycled  through  our economic s t ruc tu re  a b o u t  seven 

times  before i t  leaves t h a t  s t r u c t u r e .  Wnereas, by comparison, money spent 

by the  oi l  companies on equipment, on suppl ies ,  a n d  f ac i l i t i e s ,   r ap id ly   l eave  

our economic s t ruc tu re  t o  end u p  in  Dallas o r  New York or points where the  

kinds of materials  or  supplies  they  require  are  manufactured. S o ,  from a 

simple economic point of  view,  the  idea  of  narvesting a non-renewable 

resource a t  the  very  real ,  and  a t  the  admitted  expense of the  environment, 

as  the Environmental  Impact Statement poin ts   ou t ,   i s  t o  me simply, n o t  

economically  wise. U r n ,  t he re  are,  a s   I ' ve   s a id ,  a number of other  points  of 

view t h a t  I could go i n t o ,  b u t  they seem t o  have been pretty  well  covered by 

other  people. I would only  say  that  a l a rge  p a r t  of my testimony has already 

been covered, a n d  t h a t  b a s i c a l l y ,  I would  completely  subscribe t o  the 

a t t i t udes  and  ideas p u t  for th   yesterday by  Mr. Bloom, who represented  the 

Conservation  Society, ou r  local  conservation  socieity here. Let me j u s t  

review my notes  here  for a few minutes ,   i f  I may. I am probably  going  over 

time  but--well, I think  I 've  covered most  of the  things.  There  other  points 

of view,  as I s a id ,  b u t  again,  I would s t r e s s   t h e   f a c t  t h a t  i t  seems t o  me 

t h a t  the  only--as Mr. Ringer  already  pointed o u t  this  morning--that  the  only 

people t h a t  you've  heard  from who would support   this  plan are people who a r e  

business  involved a n d  largely  f inancial ly   motivated.  The exceptions wou ld  be 

a n d  I'm n o t  su re   ac tua l ly   i f  you heard yesterday from the  City  Council--1 

know you heard from the  Chamber of Commerce, b u t  in any case ,  I would l i k e  t o  

make the  strongest  possible  plea t h a t  those two testimonies be given  serious 

consideration  in  terms  of who they  represent.  Again, I would p o i n t  o u t  t h a t  

I represent a t  l e a s t  a n  equal  block of people ,   the   touris ts  and  t he   v i s i t o r s  

a 
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t n a t  come t o  th i s   a rea  who would  n o t  v i s i t   t h i s   a r e a  were i t s   c n a r a c t e r  a n d  

i t s  general  appearances changed by rapidly  increasing growth r a t e s  i n  our 

local community a n d  the  various  kinds  of  onshore  impacts t h a t  we are  going t o  

see. Then one more time t o  say t h a t  the   coastal   area  direct ly   adjacent  t o  t h  

leases   is  a n  extremely  economically,  extremely, v a l u a b l e  a s s e t ,  one t h a t  best  

remains in   the bank drawing i n t e r e s t ,  j u s t  l i ke   t he   o i l  under the  ground. I t  

i s  very valuabie as we a l l  well know.  There has been testimony a b o u t  the  

ra te  a t  which we Americans  waste  our  precious  oil  products a n d  t o  me, the 

simple  economics, the  simpie  dollar  value  of w h a t  we are  dealing  with  here 

fa r  outweighs the short-term  dollars  of the rapid  harvest o f  t h e   f o s s i l  

fuels  involved  here. I think t h a t  i s   a b o u t   a l l  I have t o  say.  

M R .  TREMONT: T h a n k  you.  Folks, a h ,  Mr. Glorby  was scheduled  to 

t e s t i f y  a t  9:30 a t  this  hearing.  This  hearing  will   stay  over  unti l  1l:OO and 

we will  take  testimony from anybody who comes through  the  door up un t i l  9-- 

upti l  10 o 'c lock .  I t ' s  9 o 'clock  sharp and  we were scheduled t o  be in 

session  until 10. 

UNIDENTIFIED PERSON: Would you have any objection t o  broadcast  over 

the  radio  station and ask'them t o  make a n  announcement t o  t h a t  e f f e c t .  T h a t  

you are  here a n d  open for   tes t imony  i f   people   are   interested  in  coming around 

M R .  TREMONT: That ' s  what we are   here   for .  

OFF R E C O R D  

ON R E C O R D  

MR. JEFF  SPRINGETTE: My name i s   J e f f   S p r i n g e t t e .  S--P--R--I--N--G--E- 

T--E.  I ' ve   l i ved  i n  Kodiak, f i sh ing  o u t  t h e r e ,  doing  carpentry work in   the  

winters,   f ishing  in the summers for   the   pas t   four   o r   f ive   years .  I have just  
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moved o v e r   t o  Homer, bought  some l a n d   o u t   o n   e a s t   e n d   r o a d .  I l i k e  i t  

over   here ,  I l i k e   t h e   l i f e - s t y l e   o v e r   n e r e ;   i t ' s   b e t e r   t h a n   K o d i a k .   P e o p l e  

a r e   f r i e n d l y .  It i s  more o f  a n   e f f o r t   a t   s e l f - s u f f i c i e n c y .  It i s  a t y p e  

o f   l i f e - s t y l e  I a m  l o o k i n g   f o r .  I r e a l l y   l i k e  Homer. I h a v e   b e e n   l o o k i n g   f o ,  

a l o n g   t i m e   t o   f i n d  a  home, and I f e e l   g o o d   a b o u t   b e i n g   h e r e .  i was a f i s h e r )  

i n   t n e  summer, and I was a c a r p e n t e r   b e f o r e  1 s t a r t e d   f i s h i n g .  I j u s t   h e l p e d  

a f r i e n d   o u t   o n   e a s t - e n d   r o a d   b u i l d  a c a b i n .  He d i d n ' t   h a v e   t o o  much  money, 

and 1 p r e t t y  much v o l u n t e e r d  my e f f o r t s   t h e r e .  I w o u l d   r a t h e r   b e   d o i n g   t h a t  

and b u i l d i n g  a c a b i n   t h a n   s e e i n g  a bunch o f  cheap t r a i l e r s  and  cheap  housing 

going  up  here i n  Homer f o r   t h e   o i l   p e o p l e .  I t h i n k  a l o t  has t o   b e   s a i d   t o o  

a b o u t   a s   f a r  as f u t u r e  needs f o r   o i l ,   p e o p l e  down t h e r e   a r e   c r y i n g   f o r  more 

and  more o i l .  Well, t h e r e ' s  not r e a l l y   g o i n g  t o  b e   t o o  much o f  an e f f o r t  made 

a t   d e v e l o p i n g   t e c h n o l o g i e s   s u c h   a s   w i n d ,   s o l a r   a n d   b i o m a s s ,   w h i c h   i s   i n   t h e i r  

b e g i n n i n g   s t a g e s   o f   d e v e l o p m e n t   a n d   h a v e   g r e a t   p o t e n t i a l .  I j u s t   t h i n k  i t  i s  

a waste,  you know, t o   b e   d r i l l i n g   i n   t h i s   o i l  a n d   p u t t i n g   p e o p l e  i n .  The 

a u t o   i n d u s t r y   i s   t e n   y e a r s   b e h i n d   i t s   t i m e .   I t ' s   n o t   j u s t   t h e   o i l   i n d u s t r y ,  

bu t   eve ryone  e l s e .  A m e r i c a n s   a r e   n e u r o t i c a l l y   d r i v i n g   t h e i r   c a r s .  I would  

j u s t   l i k e   t o  see peop le   have a h i g h e r   c o n s c i o u s n e s s   a b o u t  how v a l u a b l e   o i l  

i s  and I w o u l d   l i k e   t o   s e e  i t  s t o p   b e i n g   w a s t e d   a n d   p u t   i n t o   m o r e   i m p o r t a n t  

uses. L i k e   i n   o i l   t o   t h e   b a t t e r y   o f   y o u r   c a r ,   y o u   d o n ' t   d r i v e   o f f   t h e  power 

f r o m   y o u r   b a t t e r y  you use t o   g e t   t h e   b a t t e r y   t o   s t a r t   t h e   c a r   a n d   g e t  i t  

r o l l i n g .  Then you s w i t c h   t o  a d i f f e r e n t   s o u r c e .  I t h i n k   t h a t   i s   a n   i m p o r t a n  

c o m p a r i s o n   t o   o i l .  It has  chemicals i n  i t .  Ah, anyway, i t ' s   g o t   i m p o r t a n t  

chemicals  i n  it, and i t s   i m p o r t a n t   f o r   l u b r i c a t i o n   a n d  I t h i n k  a l o t   o f  it 

used now i s   w a s t e f u l ,   i n e f f i c i e n t ,  and  as  t ime  goes by, I t h i n k  we a r e   g o i n s  
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t o  f i n d  more important uses f o r   i t .  I guess t h a t  i s  a l l  I have to   say o f f  

the t o p  o f  my head r i g h t  now. 

M R .  TREMONT: T h a n k  you very much. Is there  anyone e l se  who wishes 

t o  t e s t i f y ?  

MS. ROBIN ZIPERMAN: I would j u s t   l i k e  t o  go on record  in  saying t h a t  I 

am opposed t o  the   o i l  and  g a s  l ease   sa les   in   the  lower Cook I n l e t .  I think 

t h a t  we would do b e t t e r  t o  explor a1 1 a1 ternative  sources'of  energy  rather 

t h a n  t o   r i sk   des t roy ing   t he   f i she r i e s   i n   t he   a r ea ,   t he   f i she r i e s   t ha t  we 

also depend on. I a l so  would ha te   to  see th i s   a r ea  developed l i k e  Kenai or  

in Anchorage. I think a l o t  of us l ive  here  because of the  natural   beauty o f  

the  area t h a t  we l i v e   i n ,  and  I think t h a t  we would l i k e   t o  keep our  environn 

in harmony with  that   natural   beauty  ra ther  t h a n  have i t  marred by o i l   r i g s  

and  j u s t  rows and rows and  miles and miles o f  housing t h a t  was slapped u p  t o  

accomnodate the   o i l   indus t ry .  I .am opposed t o  seeing  oil  development  in  the 

lower Cook I n l e t .  T h a n k  you. 

M R .  TREMONT: Anyone e l s e ?  

M R .  CAMDON WALL:  My name i s  Candon Wall, W--A--L--L. Diamond Ridge 

Road overlooking Kachemak  Bay and Cook I n l e t .  I guess my profession i s  

considered a n  entrepeneur,   dealing  in  ivory and  ant iques,  house r e n t a l s ,  

l a n d  development. I have j u s t  come t o  make a public  statement t h a t  I don ' t  

feel  the o i l   indus t ry   i s   rea l ly   compat ib le   wi th  most of the  people  in Homer. 

I would have t o  agree t h a t  i t  would  increase the economic inpu t   t o  the a rea .  

I don't   think  the economic inpu t   i s  worth the  environmental  break-downs t h a t  

are   possible .  When I came u p  t o  Alaska in  ' 6 7 ,  I noticed t h a t  a f t e r  about I! 

there  was a d e f i n i t e  change in   leaving the doors  open, e t  cetera .   This  was 
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t h r o u g h   t n e   e n t r y   o f   o i l   d e v e l o p m e n t   w i t h i n  out- s t a t e .  I t h i n k   t n e r e   i s  

p l e n t y   o f   t h e   s t a t e   a l r e a d y   b e i n g   u s e d   f o r   o i l   d e v e l o p m e n t   w i t h o u t   t a k i n q  a 

b e a u t i f u l   a r e a   l i k e  Homer, wh ich  I f e e l   s h o u l d   b e   k e p t   f o r   t h e   p e o p l e   t h a t  

l i v e   h e r e  and s o r t   o f   p r e s e r v e  i t . I w o u l d   p u b l i c a l l y   l i k e   t o   b e   a g a i n s t  

o i l  development i n   t h i s   a r e a ,   n o t   n e c e s s a r i l y  i n  A laska .  

MR. TREMONT: Mr. Haynes? 

MR. BOB HAYNES: My name i s  Bob haynes. I'm a loca l   f i she rman   and   have  

been f o r   t h e   p a s t   1 0   y e a r s .  I d o n ' t  know i f  i t s  b e e n   o n   r e c o r d   t h u s   f a r   b e c a t  

I d i d n ' t   g e t   i n   o n  any o f   t h i s ,   b u t  I w o u l d   l i k e  i t  known t h a t   i n   t h e   p r e v i o u :  

o i l   e x p l o r a t i o n  i n  Cook I n l e t   t h a t  has   t aken   p lace  i n  t h e   l a s t   f e w   y e a r s  we 

h a v e   h a d   c o n s i d e r a b l e   p r o b l e m s   w i t h   g e a r   l o s s   d u e   t o   t h a t   o i l   e x p l o r a t i o n .  

That 's  namely  two  reasons:  one i s   t h e   s e i s o g r a p h   a c t i v i t y   p r i o r   t o   t h e   s a l e s  

and  dur ing .   Boats   have come i n .  They  have a NOAA p e r m i t ,   b u t   t h e y   h a v e n ' t  

checked i n   w i t h   t h e   f i s h   a n d  game o r   t h e   l o c a l   f i s h i n g   o r g a n i z a t i o n .   T h e y  

h a v e   d u g   t h e i r   c a b l e s ,   l i k e   t h e r e   i s  one o f f   h e r e   w i t h   a p p r o x i m a t e l y  3 m i l e s  

o f   c a b l e   b e h i n d  it, and i n  a reas   where   there  i s   g r e a t   c o n c e n t r a t i o n s   o f   c r a b  

g e a r   w h i c h   h a s   b e e n   l o s t   t o   f i s h e r m e n .   T h e   o t h e r   m a i n  way was s u p p o r t  

v e s s e l s   w i t h   e a c h   d r i l l   r i g   w h i c h   t a k e s  a t  l e a s t  a minimum o f  t w o   p e r   r i g ,  

and   t he re  was t h r e e   o p e r a t i n g   h e r e   a t   o n c e ,   w h i c h  made a t   l e a s t   s i x   v e s s e l s ,  

b a c k   a n d   f o r t h   t h r o u g h   t h e   I n l e t   h e r e   e v e r y d a y .  We had   p rob lems   w i th   t hose  

p e o p l e   i n d i s c r i m i n a t e l y   r u n n i n g   t h r o u g h   c r a b   g e a r ,   a r e a s   o f   h i g h   c o n c e n t r a t i c  

o f   c r a b   g e a r   b e f o r e  we c o u l d   g e t   t h e m   i n f o r m e d   o f   t h e   p r o p e r   c o r r i d o r s   t o  

o p e r a t e   i n .   A f t e r   t h e y   w e r e   n o t i f i e d ,   m o s t   a l l   o f   t h e m   d i d   o b s e r v e  i t ,  

m a r i n e   c o r r i d o r s   t h a t   h a d   b e e n   s e t   u p   p r e v i o u s .  But when t h e y   j u s t  come i n  

and do it, a l o t   o f   t h e  damage i s  d o n e   b e f o r e   y o u   a r e   n o t i f i e d ,   a n d   t h e y  all 
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Seem t o   b e   c o o p e r a t i v e   o n c e   t h e y  know o f  i t .  T h i s   k i n d   o f   t h i n g  keeps 

happening all t h e  t i m e .  We a r e  a lways  assured  be fore   each  one  tha t   there  

will be f u l l   c o o p e r a t i o n  and   t h ings  s t a r t  happening.  All o f  a sudden  there 

i s  a d r i l l   r i g  on   t he   ho r i zon ,   and  we h a v e n ' t   b e e n   n o t i f i e d .  The F i sh  and 

Game d o e s n ' t  know  and i t  j u s t   h a p p e n s .  I w o u l d   h a t e   t o  see t h a t   h a p p e n i n g   i n  

S h e l i k o f  S t r a i t  hecause--or  even  more i n  Cook I n l e t  b e c a u s e   t h a t  i s  a h i g h l y  

c r i t i c a l   a r e a  and loss  o f  gear a t  t h e   w r o n g   t i m e   o f   t h e   y e a r ,   a n d  i f  t h e r e  

i s n ' t   c o o p e r a t i o n   b e t w e e n  a l l  t h e   p a r t i e s   c o n c e r n e d   t h e r e  i s  g o i n g   t o  be 

d e f i n i t e l y  a l o t   o f  problems. Now i f  you   have   any   ques t i ons   f o r  me, I would 

be  happy t o  answer  them. 

s 

MR. TREMONT: Bob, b a s i c a l l y ,   i n   r e g a r d   t o   s u p p o r t   b o a t s ,   y o u   w o u l d  

l i k e   t o   s e e   t h e m   c o o r d i n a t e   t h e i r  movements w i t h   t h e   l o c a l   f i s h e r m e n ?  

MR. HAYNES: Yes. Ah, I c a n ' t   t h i n k   o f   t h e  name o f   t h e   b o a t   t h e r e .  

They a r e   o n  a c o n t r a c t   w i t h  ARCO,  however. I t ' s  a b ig   vesse l   and   t hey   were  

o p e r a t i n g   h e r e .  I saw them o u t  o n   w h e r e   t h e r e ' s   q u i t e  a l o t  o f  dungeness 

h e r e ,   o u t   h e r e   o n   t h e   b l u f f   a r e a .   F o r  two  days, I saw them,  and  they  had t o  

be i n   t h a t   g e a r .  I d o n ' t  know t h a t   t h e y   w e r e   d r a g g i n g   t h a t   c a b l e   t h e r e ,   b u t  

I t a l k e d   t o   t h e   s k i p p e r  and  the  man i n  charge.  They  had  not  checked i n   w i t h  

t h e   F i s h   a n d  Game Depar tment   here  or w i t h   o u r   l o c a l   f i s h e r m e n ' s   o r g a n i z a t i o n  

p r i o r   t o   j u s t   d o i n g   t h e i r   s e i s m i c   w o r k   t h i s  fall. It would  have  a ided i t  a 

l o t  i f  they  could  have  been,  and we c o u l d   p u t   a n   o b s e r v e r   o n   b o a r d   t o  s t a r t  

w i t h .  I f  t h e r e  was damage--they d i d   r u n   o v e r  a c o u p l e   o f   d u n g e n e s s   p o t s  

and t h e y   p i c k e d  up  one k i n g   c r a b   p o t   w i t h   t h e i r   c a b l e .   T h e y   g o t  i t  en tang led  

and p u t  i t  on  the   dock  down h e r e .  They  were a c t u a l l y   t r y i n g   t o  be c o o p e r a t i v  

b u t  it would  have  been  an  awful l o t   h a n d i e r  i f  someone  had  been n o t i f i e d  and 
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we had  an  observer   on.  We knew t n e   a r e a  o f  t h e   g e a r   c o n c e n t r a t i o n   a n d   a v o i d e  

them t o t a l l y ,  z 

3 

4 

M R .  TREMONT: Thank  you. We a p p r e c i a t e  i t .  

MR. HAYNES: Anymore   ques t ions   you   migh t   have? 

MR.  TREMONT: No, I t h i n k   t h e   q u e s t i o n s   y o u   s t a t e d  many t imes,  ah,  
3 

~ t h a t  one p a r t i c u l a r   p o i n t   a b o u t   p u t t i n g   a n   o b s e r v e r   a b o a r d   t h e   s e i s m i c   v e s s e l  
3 

7 

3 

3 

) 

1 

! 

5 

i 

has no t   been   b rough t   up   he re   be fo re .  

MR. HAYNES: We l l ,   t ha t ' s   been   done  i n  t h e   p a s t ,   t h o u g h .  A t i m e   o r  

two when t h o s e   p e o p l e   d i d  come t o  us,  we d i d   g e t  an  observer  and  have h im p u l  

on   boa rd .   Bu t   t h i s   t ime ,   nobody  was n o t i f i e d  as f a r  a s  I c o u l d   d e t e r m i n e  f r c  

speak ing   w i th   t hose   peop le .  

MR. TREMONT: Thank  you. Ah, i t  b e i n g  9:59 and  nobody  e lse   be ing   here  

t o   t e s t i f y ,  I h e r e b y   o r d e r   t h i s   m e e t i n g   a d j o u r n e d ,   a n d  i t  will be  reconvened 

i n  Kodiak a t  1 o ' c l o c k   t o d a y .  

(HEARING ADJOURNED AT 9:59) 
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